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2011– 2012 ACTIVITY EVALUATION PROGRAM

Please read this carefully and pass it on to your chairmen.

Use the form titled "Department of Michigan VFW Program Report Form".  Do not use the old National report forms.

Reporting dates for this year will be from May 1, 2011 to April 30, 2012.  Only projects completed after May 1, 2011 will be credited for the 2011-2012 program year.  Reports received in Department by the 10th of each month will be credited on the end of month Department Activity Report. Make sure you fill out all information required.  Money value should use the mileage rate of $0.14 per mile per vehicle, actual money spent, value of hall rental, and value of items donated. Do not include value of volunteer hours, this is not acceptable according to the IRS.  

List each project only once on the Program Report Form.  Credit will be given on the Department Activity Report in each program in which credit is earned for each project reported.

Do not report any Ladies Auxiliary activities on your Post activity report. Ladies Auxiliary report information will be obtained directly from the Department Ladies Auxiliary Headquarters.

Do not list hospital activities on the program report form.  You will receive credit on the Department Hospital Report based on the information provided by the Post on the Department Hospital Report Form.

Do not include Cancer donations on the Department Activity Report Form. The Department Quartermaster on the actual contributions received will credit those donations on the Department Donations Report.

Send a copy of any letters to and from elected officials along with your paper form report for Legislative credit to Department Headquarters. When reporting electronically, send legislative copies only when requested.
Make sure we can read your report.  Make sure you identify your Post and District and sign the report.  Send only one copy of the completed Program Report Form to Doug Masseau, Director at the address below.  Retain one copy for Post records.

Posts who do not already report the activities online are encouraged to do so.  Contact the Webmaster Dave Marin through the Department website: www.vfwmi.org or email Dave at vfwmi@att.net. He will assign you a password for filing your Post reports.  

Districts and County Councils are not required to submit reports. 

Please review the All-State Program for maximum credits.  SUBMIT YOUR REPORTS ONCE PER MONTH. REPORTS ARE DUE BY THE 10TH DAY OF EACH MONTH FOLLOWING THE ACTIVITY. DO NOT MAIL YOUR REPORTS WEEKLY.  ALL REPORTS WILL BE GRADED AND ENTERED IN THE MONTH THAT THEY ARE RECEIVED.
Let's have another great year of reporting. We would like to have 100% reported in all programs by our Fall Conference.

MAIL ALL ACTIVITY REPORTS TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS: OR FAX TO: (517) 485-6432

VFW Department Headquarters
Committee Director:

Committee Member:



Doug Masseau

Benny Gaglio

924 North Washington

924 North Washington


Lansing, Michigan 48906



Lansing, Michigan 48906
Doug’s Home Phone:  517-484-3092

Benny’s Home Phone: 586-757-4883
Doug’s E-Mail is: DMas9426@aol.com  

Benny’s E-Mail is: 
PLEASE SEE THE NEXT PAGE FOR GUIDE SHEET ON REPORTING

ACTIVITIES EVALUATION CHECKLIST

NOTE:  Some projects have MONETARY limits before they are credited.

(READ YOUR PROGRAMS FOR THIS INFORMATION).





COMM

YOUTH




            SERV.
       AMER 
ACT.
          DRUG
 SAFETY       LEGIS

Donation to local 

  youth organizations
  
X


 X

Donations to other

  organizations

  
X

Gold Star Mothers
            X

X

American Legion
 


X

Funeral dinners

  

X

Attending funerals
  
X

Military funerals
  
X

X

Flag donations to

  youth groups/schools  
X

X
 X

Memorial services for 

  Veteran at funeral home

 
X


Drug programs (DARE)

  involving youths
 
 X



   
X

X
         

Drug programs (other)  
 X




X
            X

Flag donations (other)
 
 X

X



Safety programs/youth 
 X



  
  

X

Safety programs (other)
 X






X

Voice of Democracy 
 
 X

X
X

Patriots Pen

  
 X

X
X

Flag raising & other

  Americanism projects

  youth groups/schools  
 X

X
X

Scouts youth bowling,

  youth baseball, etc.
  
 X


X

National Home 

  donations/projects
  
 X


X

National Home

  Michigan Day w/colors  
 X

X
 X

Scholarship awards

  (youth)

 
 X


X

Statue of Liberty 

  donation

  
 X

X

   

Projects to help other

  organizations/individual 
 X

Youth parties

  
 X


X

Marching in parades
  
 X

X

Letters to Legislators,

  Senators, Congressmen 
 X 
 






X

Post programs w/Legis.,

  Senators, Congressmen 
 X

 





X

Day of Challenge
    
 X


X

Freedom Academy       
 X
 
X
X

 X

 X
X
Camp Trotter donation
  

  or work

    
 X


X

Sending children to 

  Camp Trotter

    
 X


X

Recognition of Police,

  Fireman or EMTs
    
 X
  X

Attending other mtgs to

  discuss Veterans affairs 
 X
  X






X

POW-MIA Remembrance 
 X
  X



Operation Uplink/MAP     
 X
  X

DO NOT PUT THE FOLLOWING ON THE ACTIVITY REPORT; NO COMMUNITY SERVICE CREDIT IS GIVEN FOR:

Cancer donation (Credit given by Department Adj/QM).  
Hospital donations & blood drives (Credit on Hospital Report).

Nursing Homes and volunteer work (Credit on Hospital Report).

Children’s Hospital donation & work (Credit on Hospital Report).

Clean up and other on VFW property.

Attending VFW meetings – Post, County Council, District, July C of A, POW-WOW, Mid-Winter and Department.

Saying the Pledge of Allegiance or Posting the flag at Post events.

Donating Post home for VFW meetings, County Council, District, etc.

District or County Council Commanders visiting other Post meetings.

YOU CANNOT CHARGE LABOR PER THE IRS!

2011 – 2012 ALL STATE PROGRAM

ALL – STATE POST COMMANDER AND QUARTERMASTER PROGRAM:

In order to be in contention for All-State honors, a Post must meet the following criteria:

1.  Posts must be 100% in membership, reported to National membership by April 30, 2012.
2.  Posts must have at least 2% new or reinstated members. (Example: A Post of 50 or less needs 1 new or reinstated member - a Post with 325 members needs 7 new or reinstated members).

3.  A Post must be in good standing with All National and Department By-Laws, in regard to Post Audits, bond, Election Report and District attendance.
4.  Obtain a minimum of 125 points. 
5.  Only the top 15% of qualifying Posts will earn All-State.
Each All-State Commander will receive an All-State Post Commander’s cap, a special gift, All – State Commander’s pin and All-State Commander’s citation. The commander with the highest point total will be named Captain of the All-State Post Commander’s team.  That person will also receive a special gift from the State Commander and $300.00 cash award for the 2012 State Convention. You must attend the State Convention to receive this award.

Each All-State Quartermaster will receive an All-State Post Quartermaster’s pin and authorization to purchase an All-State Post Quartermasters cap.

THE VFW NATIONAL WEBSITE WILL BE USED FOR MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION (www.vfwkc.org/memstats) NO EXCEPTIONS! SO ALLOW FOR PROCESSING TIME.
DEPARTMENT REPORT SHEET AND DIRECTOR INFORMATION WILL BE USED FOR PROGRAM REPORTS.

COMMANDER’S ENTRY FORM

The All-State Commander’s Entry Form should be at Department by April 30, 2012. Pictures will be taken at the State Convention (you may send a 2 x 3 picture in with the form). All-State judging will take place on May 21, 2012.  

MEMBERSHIP BONUS POINTS
Membership must be received at National by the following dates NO EXCEPTIONS!

Ten (10) points will be awarded if Post is 100% by November 30, 2011
Eight (8) points will be awarded if Post is 100% by December 31, 2011
Six (6) points will be awarded if Post is 100% by January 31, 2012
Three (3) points will be awarded if Post is 100% by March 31, 2012
Two (2) points will be awarded if Post is 100% by April 15, 2012
Points are not cumulative. If you are 100% by November 30, 2011 you get ten points and that is it.

NEW & REINSTATED MEMBERS

1.  One (1) point for every three (3) new or reinstated members (or fraction thereof)

2.  One (1) point for every percentage point (or fraction thereof) over 100%

AMERICANISM

1.  Three (3) points if Post is reported to Department by September 30, 2011
2.  One (1) point per month if Post submits report to Department by 10th day of the month following activity.

BUDDY POPPY

1.  Five (5) points if a Post purchases ten (10) poppies per member by December 31, 2011 (500 minimum order of poppies).

2.  Two (2) points will be awarded for ordering more than the previous year.
3.  One (1) point for ordering a minimum of 500 poppies.

CAMP TROTTER

1.  One (1) point for each life member [five (5) points maximum] will be awarded if a member or Post purchases a life membership to Camp Trotter

2.  Three (3) points for every student [fifteen (15) points maximum] if a Post financially sponsors a student to Camp Trotter during the camping season.

3.  One (1) point for each $25.00 or $1.00 per member [four (4) points maximum] donated to Camp Trotter General Fund.  Donations must go through Department.
CANCER

1.  One (1) point for each $25.00 or $1.00 per member donation to the Department of Michigan Cancer Research Program [maximum of four (4) points]. Donations must go through Department.
COMMUNITY SERVICE / YOUTH ACTIVITIES

A. Youth Activities

1. Three (3) points if Post is reported to Department by September 30, 2011.
2. One (1) point if Post reports after September 30, 2011.
B. Any other Community Service Volunteer Activity

1. Three (3) points for any other Community Service Volunteer Activity reported by September 30, 2011.
2. New Member Community Service – Five (5) points if reported to Director by program deadline.
3. Outstanding Community Service Project – Five (5) points if reported to Director by program deadline.

C. Commander’s Special Project

1. One (1) point for each $25.00 or $1.00 per member donation to the Commander’s Special Project Camp Trotter [maximum of four (4) points].  Donations must go through Department.
D. Scout Program

1. One (1) point for each $25.00 donated to the Scouting Program – maximum of four (4) points. Moneys donated to Department will go towards the three (3) scholarships.

2. Five (5) points for each youth category the Post sponsors or co-sponsors a Scout to the Department Director for judging. April 1, 2012 is the deadline to submit to director. Eagle Scout of the Year, Girl Scout Gold Award of the Year and Venture Scout Silver Award of the Year.
3. Five (5) points for sponsoring a new scout unit. Three (3) points for sponsoring any scouting unit [twelve (12) points maximum].
E. Fort Custer National Cemetery

1.   Five (5) points if the Post or member purchases a $329.00 flag pole for the

      Cemetery.

          F.   Great Lakes National Cemetery


1.   One (1) point for each $25.00 donated to the cemetery (four (4) points

                              maximum).

          G.   Monthly Reporting

1. One (1) point per month if Post summits a Community Service Report to      Department by the 10th day of the month following the activity.
2. Five (5) points if a Post submits all 12 months reports as described in number one above. 

DAY OF CHALLENGES

1.  One (1) point for each $25.00 or $1.00 per member donated to the Day of Challenges Program [maximum of four (4) points].  Donations must go through Department.
DRUG & SAFETY

A. Drug

1. Three (3) points if Post is reported to Department by September 30, 2011.
2. One (1) point if Post submits report after September 30, 2011.

B. Safety

1. Three (3) points if Post is reported to Department by September 30, 2011.
2. Five (5) points per category if a Post submits a Firefighter of the Year, Law Enforcement of the Year, EMT of the Year Program.

3. One (1) point if Post submits report after September 30, 2011.

EMPLOYMENT/HOMELESS VETERANS

1.  Five (5) points will be awarded if the Post sponsors a Homeless Veterans program. (Report of project must be sent to the director of the program.

2.  One (1) point will be awarded for each $25.00 or $1.00 per member donated to a Homeless Veterans program Maximum of four (4) points. Donations must go through Department.
3.  Five (5) points will be awarded to any Post that sponsors a Job Fair.

GOLD STAR MOTHERS

1.  One (1) point will be awarded for each $25.00 or $1.00 per member donated to the Gold Star Mothers [four (4) points maximum]. Donations must go through Department.
BLUE STAR MOTHERS
1.  One (1) point will be awarded for each $25.00 or $1.00 per member donated to the Blue Star Mothers [four (4) points maximum]. Donations must go through Department.

HOSPITAL PROGRAM

1.  Three (3) points if the Post is reported in a Hospital Program by September 30, 2011.


2.  One (1) point per month will be awarded if Post submits a Hospital Report to Department 
           by the 10th of each month.

LEGISLATIVE

1. Three (3) points if a Post has reported by September 30, 2011.
2.  One (1) point per month if Post contacts a Legislator and submits proof of contact to the Activity Evaluations Director for credit.

MICHIGAN FREEDOM ACADEMY

      1.  Six (6) points will be awarded if the Post financially sponsors a student to the Freedom

           Academy in Alpena, Michigan. (Points are awarded if the Post sponsored a student

           between May 1, 2011 and April 30, 2012).

      2.  One (1) point for each $25.00 or $1.00 per member donated to the Freedom Academy

           [maximum of four (4) points]. Donations must go through Department. 

NATIONAL CEMETERIES
      1.  One (1) point will be awarded for each $25.00 or $1.00 per member donated to the National

           Cemeteries (Fort Custer and Great Lakes) [four (4) points maximum]. Donations must go

           through Department.
NATIONAL MILITARY SERVICES

MAP:

1. Five (5) points if Post purchases twenty (20) or more MAP Pins @ $3.00 each to be sold at Post. Pins must be paid for when ordered.

2. One (1) point for each $25.00 or $1.00 per member donated to MAP [maximum of four (4) Points]. Donations must go through Department.                   

Operation Uplink

1. One (1) point for each $25.00 or $1.00 per member donated to Operation Uplink [maximum of four (4) points]. Donations must go through Department.
Adopt a Unit

1.    One (1) point for each $25.00 or $1.00 per member donated to Adopt-a-Unit          [maximum of four (4) points]. All donations must go through Department Headquarters.
Unmet Needs
1.   One (1) point for each $25.00 or $1.00 per member donated to the Unmet Needs Program [maximum of four (4) points]. Donations must go through Department.
VFW NATIONAL HOME FOR CHILDREN

     1.  Three (3) points if the Post registers its colors on Michigan Day at the VFW National
          Home for Children.

     2.  One (1) point for each $25.00 or $1.00 per member donates to the VFW National Home for
          Children [maximum of four (4) points]. Donations must go through Department to receive
          points.

     3.  One (1) point per Life Member [five (5) points maximum] will be awarded if the Post or a
          member purchases a Life Membership to the VFW National Home for Children.  

     4.  Five (5) points for each National Home child financially sponsored to Camp Trotter during
          the camping season (15 points maximum).

VFW TRAINING PROGRAM

     1.  Two (2) points per Officer if the Post Commander, Sr. Vice, Jr. Vice, Quartermaster and
          Adjutant attend the VFW Training Seminar or the modified seminar [fifteen (15) points 
          maximum]. You only receive points for the first training you attend. You will not receive

          more for attending all training programs.
.
POW – MIA

     1.  Three (3) points if Post sponsors a POW – MIA program and reports it to the Director.

     2.  One (1) point if a Post member participates in a POW-MIA program and reports it to the 

          Director [three (3) points maximum].
SERVICE OFFICERS CLASS
     1.  Three (3) points if a Post holds a class. Sign-in attendance must be sent to All-State
          Director.
     2.  Two (2) points to a Post that sends their Service Officer to a class. You only receive points 
TEACHER OF THE YEAR
     1.  Five (5) points awarded for each category, (K-5, 6-8, 9-12) if the Post sponsors or co-
          sponsors a teacher for judging. (Must be reported to the Director)

VOICE OF DEMOCRACY

     1.  Five (5) points will be awarded if the Post sponsors or co-sponsors a student entry to 
          District for judging

PATRIOTS PEN

     1.  Five (5) points will be awarded if the Post sponsors or co-sponsors a student entry to
          District for judging.

ALL – STATE COUNTY COUNCIL COMMANDER’S PROGRAM

Each team member will receive All-State County Council Commander’s cap, a special gift and an All-State Commanders Citation. The County Council Commander with the highest point total will be named the Captain of the All-State County Council Commander’s team.  That person will also receive $300.00 cash award for the 2012 National Convention.  You must attend the National Convention to receive this award. This award is not transferable and no substitutions will be permitted.

COMMANDER’S ENTRY FORM

The All-State Commander’s Entry Form should be in Department by April 30, 2012. Pictures will be taken at the State Convention (you may send in a 2 x 3 picture with this form).  All-State judging will take place on May 21, 2012.    

PARTICIPATION

County Council Commander, Senior Vice Commander or Junior Vice Commander must attend all C of A meetings at Department Conferences and Convention. Must be in compliance with the Department By-Laws in regard to County Council audits and bond.
MEMBERSHIP
1. Must be 100% in membership.

2. One (1) point will be awarded for each member over 100%. Points will be awarded based on the National Membership Report of April 30, 2012.
AUDITS AND DUES
County Council must be 100% in audits, delegate dues and election reports.
ALL-STATE DISTRICT COMMANDER PROGRAM

Each team member will receive All-State District Commander’s cap, a special gift and an All-State Commander’s citation.  The District Commander with the highest point total will be named Captain of the All-State District Commander’s team.  That person will also receive $300.00 cash award for the 2012 National Convention. You must attend the National Convention to receive this award. This award is not transferable and no substitutions will be permitted.

COMMANDER’S ENTRY FORM 

The All-State Commanders Entry Form should be in Department by April 30, 2012. (Pictures will be taken at the State Convention or you may send in a 2x3 picture with this form). All-State judging will take place on May 21, 2012.  

PARTICIPATION

District Commander, Senior Vice or Junior Vice must attend each C of A at Department Conferences and Convention. The District must be in good standing with Department and National By-Laws in regard to District audits and bond.
MEMBERSHIP

1.  Must be 100% in membership

2.  One (1) points will be awarded for each member over 100%. (Points will be awarded based on the National Membership Report of April 30, 2012)

INSPECTIONS

1.  Ten (10) points will be awarded if all Posts in the District are inspected by September 1, 2011.

2.  Five (5) points will be awarded if all Posts in the District are inspected by October 1, 2011.

3.  District must be 100% inspected by May 15, 2012. 
AUDITS AND DUES
1.  District must be 100% in Post audits, delegate dues and election reports.
2. All ties will go to those Councils and District who show the earliest 100% membership date.
If you have questions concerning this program please consult:
 

Larry Thayer, Director
 
4858 Apache Path

 
Owosso, MI 48867


 
(989) 413-1096

 
Email: vfwlarry@aol.com

 
2011-2012 AMERICANISM / LOYALTY DAY/POW-MIA PROGRAM

Awards will be presented to the top Post in each division based upon the total number of creditable projects reported.  There will be 4 divisions based upon your Posts June 30, 2011 membership.  

The divisions follow:



I

10-65 








II
 
66-125 








III
      
126-225 








IV
      
226-over 




All Post Commanders will be provided with one free citation to be issued to any person, organization, or business that properly flies the American flag.   Additional citations will be available from Emblem & Supply Merchandise Catalog.

The Department will make a special award to the Post that promotes Americanism in a new or unique fashion.  A detailed report of this project must be submitted to the Department Director prior to April 14, 2012.  This will be awarded at the State Convention in June 2012.

POW – MIA PROGRAM

All those who fought and served their country when they received the call, were men and women of courage, judgment, integrity and dedication.  Where does dedication end?  You can never put an end to dedication.  After all, those who remain Prisoners of War or are still Missing in Action are still serving with never ending dedication.  For them, it can never be over.  For us, we can never let their sacrifices, or them, be forgotten.

Any POW-MIA chairperson or Post Commander who submits a report to Department chairperson no later than April 30, 2012 will also receive additional points for the following.

1.    
Two (2) points for each month that POW-MIA flag is flying at Post or a member’s   home.

2.
Three (3) points for each POW-MIA flag sold by Post.

3.
Six (6) points for each POW-MIA flag donated to community for display.

4.
Fifteen (15) points for each POW-MIA activity.

5.
Fifteen (15) points for best overall program with pictures.


6.
Two (2) Points for any POW-MIA supplies sold or donated

All reports should be submitted with photos or newspaper clippings.  

Send Checks to:




Department of Michigan VFW
 

Earmarked POW-MIA Fund

 

924 N. Washington Ave.



 

Lansing, MI  48906




All other Reports should be submitted to:

Dave Tester, Director



5016 Corey Court


 


Sterling Heights, Michigan 48310-5636


Phone: 






Email: tester007@hotmail.com

 
The following are the days that the POW-MIA flag should be flying:

Armed Forces Day – the third Saturday in May

Memorial Day – the last Monday in May

Flag Day – June 14

Independence Day – July 4

National POW-MIA Recognition Day – the third Friday in September

Veterans Day – November 11 

2011-2012 BUDDY POPPY PROGRAM

Comrades: 
With your continued dedication and support, the Department of Michigan, Posts, County Councils and Districts can surpass all previous years in the purchasing and sale of Buddy Poppies. In order to achieve this prestigious goal, it is necessary for all Districts and Posts to participate and order larger amounts than last year and using left over poppies for displays at Post functions.  With your continued dedication and support we can make this a great year. Poppies are to be ordered by February 1, 2012.

District Chairmen: 
Present your program at your first District Meeting and get all Post Chairman involved in purchasing and selling Buddy Poppies.   Remember, all monies received from the sale of Poppies goes into the Post Relief Fund and must be used for that purpose only.  We must build up a strong Post Relief Fund to help the needy veterans in our Posts throughout the Department of Michigan.   Our motto is “Honor the Dead by Helping the Living.”   Let’s practice that motto by buying and selling VFW Buddy Poppies.  National also allows the use of Scouts to sell Poppies for Posts.  The sale dates for Buddy Poppies are May 10, 11 and 12, 2012.

PROGRAM FOR 2011-2012
DISTRICT CITATION:
Districts who attains 100% of Posts purchasing poppies.  Will receive 1st, 2nd and 3rd place certificates.

COUNCIL CITATION:
Councils who attain 100% of Posts purchasing poppies.  Will receive 1st, 2nd and 3rd place certificates.  

INDIVIDUAL AWARD:
The Post member collecting the largest amount of money in poppy sales in each of the four membership divisions. Name of seller and amount of sales are to be verified by Post Chairman and Quartermaster and are to be received by the Department Buddy Poppy Chairman by May 29, 2012.

DIVISIONS:


I
10-65







II
66-125 







III
126-225 







IV
226-OVER 

At the 2012 Mid-Winter Conference there will be a Buddy Poppy display contest with a plaque going to the 1st place winner in each of the three categories below:

Category I – Public Promotion of Poppy Campaign (Window, booth, parade, poster displays, campaign promotions, etc.)


a.  Displays must be designed for public exposure and must bear a message soliciting a
                 donation for and wearing of the VFW Buddy Poppy.

b.  At least one Poppy used in the display must be in its original form and color with label.

Category II – Memorial or Inspirational Display (Wreath, memorial tablets or plaques, patriotic or devotional themes)


a.  Displays must be designed to honor the dead, to inspire devotion to God and
 
    Country, or to dramatize the activities supported by the Buddy Poppy.

b.  At least one Poppy used in the display must be in its original form and color 


     with label.

Category III – Artistic or Decorative Use of Poppies (Post Home displays, table centerpieces, corsages, pictures, plaques, models, scenes, hats, novelty pieces, etc.) 

a.  Any display not meeting the qualifications for Categories I or II shall               
                 automatically be entered in Category III.

     
b.  At least one Poppy used in the display must be in its original form and color

     with label.

Steve Meredith, Director

5356 Noland Drive
Tecumseh, Michigan 49286
Phone: 517-423-3102 Cell: 517-918-4210 
Email:  stevestmr@aol.com
2011-2012   VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS CAMP TROTTER PROGRAM
Camp Trotter is a Children’s Summer Camp located 5 miles East of Newaygo off M-86. The camp sits on the shores of one of west Michigan's beautiful and picturesque lakes.  It is owned and operated by the Department of Michigan Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States.  The management and oversight is carried out by a committee of elected members of the Michigan VFW, who take pride in keeping the camp in pristine condition to ensure the comfort and Safety of our guests.  The camp is fully licensed and insured with the State of Michigan.

Camp Trotter exists primarily for children of veterans, but is not limited thereto; we offer five weeks of camping to children seven to twelve years old from all over the United States.  The camp includes summer activities on site including swimming, boating, hiking, biking, arts and crafts, archery, softball, volleyball, as well as campfire activities. The children are given a general knowledge of science, art, and nature, and taught patriotism, courage, self reliance and kindred virtues. We try to further instill upon our campers morals and values by combining educational activities with fun, our goal is to guide and assist our youth to build a more conscientious, responsible, and productive society. 

Only through your generous donations can this camp accomplish these goals!

Get a Camp Trotter life membership for honoring a Comrade or loved one. 50% of the money goes into a trust the rest in the Camp maintenance. 

Camp Trotter All State Program

1.  One (1) point for each life member [five (5) points maximum] will be awarded if a member or Post purchases a life membership to Camp Trotter.

2.  Three (3) points for every student [fifteen (15) points maximum] if a Post financially sponsors a student to Camp Trotter during the camping season.

3.  One (1) point for each $25.00 or $1.00 per member [four (4) points maximum] donated to Camp Trotter.  Donations must go through Department.

4.  One (1) point for ten Camp Trotter pins - $3.00 each [maximum five (5) points].
5.  One (1) point for every 10 hours of labor donated to the camp [maximum five (5) points].

For further Information call or write VFW Camp Chairman:
Earnest E. Meyers, Sr., Committee Director
925 Forest Street

Charlotte, Michigan 48813

Phone: 517-543-0014

Email: emeyers76@att.net
2011-2012 JAMES N. GOLDSMITH CANCER RESEARCH PROGRAM

We all know someone who has the dreaded disease - CANCER. The only way this disease can be beat is through research. All money donated to our Department fund goes to Wayne State University School for Cancer research. The budget for this committee is not taken out of these funds. Our goal this year is one-dollar per member. I would like to request that each Post, County Council, District, and Auxiliaries have a fund-raiser including their community. Suggestions include but not limited to: Bingo, Bowl-A-Thon, Walk-A-Thon, Dances, Raffles, Dinners, etc. If each of us can do this for 2011-2012, our chances of finding cures for this disease will greatly enhance!

POST AWARDS:

A citation to each post that donates $1.00 per member in each division based on the June 30, 2011 Membership Report.  Post totals will include their Auxiliary donations to our fund.

DISTRICT AWARDS

A certificate to the top three Districts, donating the most money per member based on the June 30, 2011 membership report. (Includes donations by Post, Councils, & District)

ALL CHECKS SHOULD BE MADE OUT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN VFW AND EARMARKED CANCER RESEARCH. IF AN INDIVIDUAL SENDS A CHECK, IT SHOULD BE MADE OUT THE SAME WAY AND INDICATE POST OR AUXILIARY NUMBER.  

Only donations to the Department Cancer Research fund will be credited under Cancer.


SEND CHECKS TO:
Department of Michigan VFW







924 N. Washington







Lansing, MI  48906



MEMORANDUM:

Cancer Research
James Proteau, Director


Dale Avery, Committee
26488 Q Drive North



44936 County Road 352 
Albion, Michigan 49224


Decatur, Michigan 49045
517-629-6253




269-423-8129
Email: mamabear1207@yahoo.com

2011-2012 COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM

Reaching out into our communities is vital to our organization, developing relationships with community leaders, media, school faculty and local civic groups can greatly assist each post in achieving the VFW mission.  

Each post is expected to engage in and report Community Service projects.  All projects will be reported using the Department activity report form, using the guidelines set forth by the Activities Evaluation Director.  

The Program reporting period is May 1, 2011 through April 30, 2012.  

Three (3) awards will be given in each division for the most credited reports using the April 30, 2012 Department Activities Report.

These Post divisions are as follows:



I


10-65 






II

            66-125 







III


126-225






IV


226-OVER 


Additional Department Awards

Special Projects Award

The Department will recognize all Posts and Districts that engage in unique, extraordinary community service projects that go above and beyond what is expected.  These projects will then be submitted for consideration to the National VFW Special Projects Awards Program.  All projects must meet the basic requirements set forth in the National Program to be considered.  Projects should be nominated within 12 months of completion.  Deadline for submission is November 1, 2011.  Each Post that submits a qualified entry will receive one point towards All-State Honors.  

New Member Community Service Volunteer of the Year Award

The Department will recognize a “VFW New Member Community Service Volunteer of the Year”.  Each Post is asked to submit one (1) new VFW member (less than two (2) years) for the Department Award.  Post nominations will be submitted using the guidelines of the National Award Application.  Deadline for submission is April 1, 2012.  Each Post that submits a qualified entry will receive five (5) points towards All-State Honors.  

Outstanding Community Service Post Award

The Department will recognize three (3) “Outstanding Community Service” Posts

The Department Community Service Committee is dedicated to provide you with the support and encouragement your Post/District needs for a successful year.  

Please send ALL reports to Department Headquarters at 924 N. Washington, Lansing, MI  48906.

Robert Williams, Director

                                
1224 Ravina                                                 

Benton Harbor, MI  49022                                          
        

269-927-2133
Email: airbornbob@sbcglobal.net

Special Community Service Projects

Commanders’ Special Project

This years Commander’s Special Project is dedicated to the Camp Trotters Director’s Cabin. 

Gold Star Mother Program
Gold Star Mothers is composed of American Mothers who lost a son or daughter during World War I, World War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, Beirut, Grenada, Panama, the Persian Gulf, Somalia, Bosnia, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Afghanistan, all Strategic Areas, or while in service to our country.  Gold Star Mothers serve an important roll in our VA healthcare system.

The Commander suggests supporting Gold Star Mothers through financial contributions.  Contributions can be made from the Post Relief Fund.  Contributions must be made through the Department of Michigan VFW and earmarked Gold Star Mothers to receive points toward All-State Honors.

BLUE STAR MOTHERS
Blue Star Mothers are composed of mothers that have a son or daughter serving in the Military today. The Commander suggests that we start working more with this organization by offering our Posts as meetings places for these mothers and helping them to send items to their loved ones. Points will be awarded for All-State for working with Blue Star Mothers.
VFW Operation Uplink 
Help our servicemen/women call home.  This VFW program has helped over 2.2 million servicemen/women and hospitalized veteran’s call home.   Contributions must be made through the Department of Michigan VFW and earmarked Operation Uplink to receive points towards the All-State Honors.  

Fort Custer National Cemetery in Battle Creek
Help the Fort Custer National Cemetery in Battle Creek complete the purchase of replacement flagpoles for American flags. Contributions must be made through the Department of Michigan VFW and earmarked Fort Custer National Cemetery.

2011-2012 DAY OF CHALLENGES PROGRAM
The 2011-2012 Day of Challenges Program will be conducted at Michigan Technological University in Houghton, MI.  The date is March 24, 2012.  The competitive events are conducted in the University Student Development Center, followed by a luncheon and awards ceremony in the Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) Gymnasium to round out the day.

Day of Challenges is a one-day Michigan youth activity program sponsored by the Department of Michigan VFW with local support from VFW District 15 and area VFW Posts.  Day of Challenges is hosted jointly by the Michigan Tech Army and Air Force ROTC units.  The University Army ROTC 3rd year cadets plan, organize and conduct the challenge events as a graded leadership development exercise.  They receive support in this exercise from Air Force and Army ROTC student volunteers who serve as team leaders, scorekeepers and facilitators.  Professional Army and Air Force Staff supervise the planning and execution of the Day of Challenges along with the VFW Program Director.  

The program is designed to challenge teams in physical fitness, coordination and leadership as a group.  The Junior Division (middle school grades 5, 6, 7 and 8) and Senior Division (high school grades 9, 10, 11 and 12) teams are limited to 6 members.  Disability is accepted in team memberships.  A maximum of 30 teams may compete in the Day of Challenges due to facility constraints.  Events included are fitness test, obstacle course, raft race, relay race, swimming and tug of war.  Leadership reaction is tested on each team using limited equipment to solve a simulated hazardous scenario.  

The Program is marketed by mailings to school principals with return mail and on-line registration from those schools desiring to participate.  Team(s) represents their schools, with some arriving by school bus.  For teams traveling great distances overnight “camping” accommodations may be available on campus.

Team event awards will be presented in each Division.  The top scoring team in each Division will be presented with an engraved traveling trophy that can be displayed in their school until next year’s Day of Challenges.  In addition, all team participants will receive a Day of Challenges Certificate of Completion, a Medallion, a custom tee shirt and a VFW State Commander’s Pin.  The Iron Boy trophy is awarded to the top scoring boy and the top-scoring girl is awarded the Iron Girl trophy.

The Department of Michigan pays for all awards and the hot meals for the 200 plus youth participants and an estimated 50 ROTC cadets.

VFW Posts sponsoring a Day of Challenges team can receive report credit for Youth Activities and Community Service.

One (1) point will be awarded in the All-State Program for donations of $25.00 or more to the Day of Challenges program and up to a maximum of four (4) points for donations of $1.00 per member.  Donations must go through Department Headquarters.

Butch Paavola, Director

Jack Lillar


John Pastore


44915 11th Street


458 Londo


P.O. Box 370


Atlantic Mine, Michigan 49905
Wakefield, MI 49968

South Range, MI 49963
906-482-7928



(906) 229-5263

 
Email: rwpaavola@yahoo.com


2011-2012 SAFETY PROGRAM

VFW Posts throughout the state have involved themselves in a variety of Safety Programs, which cover virtually every possible activity.  The VFW is actively conducting and participating in six major categories under which any drug or safety activity will fall.  Virtually any drug or safety activity conducted by a Post can be reported within the six categories.  Credit is given only once for each activity.

The Program Reporting period is May 1, 2011 to April 30, 2012.

Samples of the activities are listed below:

Drug Awarness
This covers a wide spectrum of events such as:




D.A.R.E.   Contact your local State Police or County Sheriff 





     and set up a seminar at your Post




PTA 
     Attend your local meeting and present your program




A/A
     Invite your local spokesperson to your post to speak




Scouting   Present your program to all levels of the Scouting





     Program

Highway Safety
Click it or Ticket




State approved Driving Course

Pedestrian Safety
Lite-a-Tike, Bicycle Safety, Lite-a-Bike,




Halloween Safety Bags

Recreational Safety
Hunter Safety, Water Safety, Outdoor Safety (camping, etc.)




Roller Safety (skateboards, roller blades)




Winter Sports (Snowmobiles, Snowboards, Ice Skating, etc.)

Home and Fire Safety
Home protection (outdoor and indoor)




Fire protection (outdoor and indoor)

Recognition/Other
Life Saving Awards, Firefighter Awards, Police Awards, 




and the distribution of various safety related materials

Each Post can submit to the Department chairman a nomination for each of the following.  Firefighter award, Emergency Medical Technician award and the Law Enforcement award.  Points will be awarded in the All-State program for submitting entries.  DEADLINE FOR SUBMITING TO DEPARTMENT CHAIRMAN IS March 1ST 2012.   Department will submit one entry from each to National.  Citations will be issued for Department winners.  

Awards:  The top 3 Posts in each division based on the number of creditable reports will receive Department Citations.  Posts will receive one point for each activity reported on the Department Activity Report.  The Post will receive five bonus points if they are reported in all six categories. The Post will receive five bonus points for submitting an entry for a firefighter, emergency medical technician or a law enforcement officer. (Possible 15 points total). 

Divisions:

I
10-65 






II
66-125 






III       126-225 





IV       226-OVER 


Let’s be committed to Drug Awareness and Safety in the Great State of Michigan.

Points will be awarded in the All-State Program for reporting projects on your monthly activities report and reporting to the Department Chairman.

National will issue one citation to the winner form each group of firefighters, emergency medical technicians and law enforcement officers. The citation will be presented at the Department Convention by the State Commander.

Leonard Milewski, Director

1891 16th Street
Wyandotte, Michigan 48192
734-284-2790
Email: barb.lenny625@sbcglobal.net
2011-2012 EMPLOYMENT & HOMELESS VETERAN PROGRAM

1.
Each District and Post Commander should appoint a Homeless Veteran and Employment Chairman for 2011-2012. These appointments with contact information should then be sent to the Department Director(s)
2.
Homeless Veteran defined:


a. An individual who lacks a fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence; and


b. A veteran who has a primary nighttime residence that is:



i. A supervised publicly or privately operated shelter designed to provide temporary



   living accommodations (including welfare hotels, congregate shelters and



   transitional housing for the homeless);


           ii. An institution that provides a temporary residence for individuals intended to be



   institutionalized; or


          iii. A public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping

                           accommodations for human beings.

3.
Contact the local Michigan Works Agencies and speak with the Local Veteran's Employment Representative (LVER) or with the Disable Veteran's Outreach Worker (DVOW).  

a. Invite them to your Post to speak on the job outlook in your area; how veterans are being 


    placed; availability of job training for veterans.


b. Also discuss your Post as host for an Employment Fair. Contact 877-Vet-Jobs 877-838-

                5627) or on the web at www.vetjobs.com.

4. 
Each Chairperson should compile a list of local agencies to assist veterans either in Employment, Homelessness or Food Banks. Post this list on the Post Bulletin Board.
5.
Encourage Post to host Homeless Veteran Program, such as a stand-down; a Job Fair specifically for homeless vets; you may co-host with another agency.

6.
Remember the Post Relief Fund is for aiding veterans in need. Donate (through VFW Department) to homeless veteran programs.

7. 
Remember to publicize homelessness and employment issues on local/cable TV stations; newspapers; radio stations; District/Post Newsletter; local Church Bulletins; Municipal bulletin boards, etc.
8. 
Remember to report your activity both to the Department Program Director and on your Post Activity Report.

9.
Education and training are keys to breaking the homeless cycle. Encourage your legislators to provide for homeless veterans beyond a roof over their heads.

Walter Clingan, Director
408 Bayberry

Wixom, Michigan 48393

Phone: 248-821-2738

Email: v3952@comcast.net 

2011-2012 HOSPITAL PROGRAM

MONTHLY CREDITS:  Hospital Activities will be reported on the current Department Hospital Activities report form (hard copy) or submitted by Electronic input reporting system found on the Department’s Home Page.  The hospital reporting will be May 1, 2011 through April 30, 2012.  Activities reported subsequent to May 1, 2011 will be recorded for the upcoming year’s credits.  Monthly reporting is the Posts means of receiving credit for all hospital activities conducted by the individual Posts during any given month.  Hospital activities reports should ONLY contain those activities performed for the month being reported.  Reports with multiple months included on the same form or input will be totaled and only be credited for the month in which they are received. Please do not duplicate or submit multiple reports for any given month. All monthly reports should consist of the totals for the entire month for each section of the report (you are not required to submit a report for each individual project, visit or activity, simply the totals). All reports, both hard copy and electronic must be received by Department and dated no later than the tenth of the following month (EXAMPLE:  Mays reports must be into Department no later than the 10th of June for you to get credit for May). When dating you reports please use the last day of the month for which you are reporting. (EXAMPLE: 05/31/2011 should appear in the date space provided for reports submitted for May (NOTE: the date is MM/DD/YYYY). If you put a date in your report that is during the “grace period” the computer will give you credit for the month you put in the date block and you will be mission a report. The computer and the director only see the date you put down.
REPORT SUBMISSION: Electronic and hard copy reports use the same format in the same order. HARD COPY: These reports allow the user to keep a running log of their activities performed with in that month; please ensure that the Totals at the bottom of the form for each of your activities are filled out. When submitting hard copies, if you use your own form ensure that you include each section of the approved report in the same order as the original to ensure that you get the proper credit for the proper area. Please WRITE LEGIBLY!! So we can give the Post, District and Chairman proper credit.
ELECTRONIC REPORTING:  Electronic reporting is done via the Department Website.  Ensure that all the spaces are filled out properly (especially the ate format MM/DD/YYYY) use the last day of the month for which you wish to receive credit, include something in the comments section, the report cannot be approved without it. Once you have submitted your data a confirmation form will appear, make a copy of this form for your records in case your report does not post to the website. If you find an error after you have submitted your report or find you forgot to enter data please submit another report with an explanation in the comments section so that it may be approved. 
CANCER DONATIONS:  Cancer donations are submitted directly to Department and are put in to the computer by the Department. Cancer donations will show up on your report read out as all zeros except for the donation amount.
WORKERS: This space is for the actual number of individuals involved in a project.

WORKERS HOURS:  The total time of each person for the entire event (NOTE: time only counts for the time spent at the event, visit etc. NOT the time involved in transport to and from the event). (Hospital visitation hours are credited at the end of the year at the rate of $14.83 per hour).

DONATIONS: Donations are reported in dollar amounts. Report expenses, and value of items donated in the accomplishment of hospital activities (i.e. bingo party refreshments etc., books, magazines clothes and the like). New items may be listed at cost; used items must be listed at a reduced value (see chart below for values).
HOSPITAL EQUIPMENT: Hospital Equipment is reported as a dollar amount. Total all actual equipment that has been or still is on “loan” from your Post and put a total dollar value for all loaned equipment in the total block. See chart below for a listing of equipment values (i.e. 2 wheel chairs at $40.00 each = $80.00).

PATIENTS: This includes the total number of patients that have visited, or have attended a hospital function that you have held.

MILEAGE: The total number of miles driven to and from hospital activities. Mileage will be allocated at $0.14 per mile at the end of the year. Only submit actual miles not dollar amounts.
BLOOD DONATIONS: This is the actual number of pints of blood donated. Please include documentation of donations in your comments section. Blood Donations will be credited at $69.00 per pint at the end of the year.
HOSPITAL EQUIPMENT             USED CLOTHES
Hospital Beds
$100.00

Suits

$40.00



Hospital Beds/Elec
$200.00

Slacks

$25.00

Hospital Table
$    6.00

Sport Coats
$  5.00

Hover
$  40.00

Shirt/Blouse
$  5.00

Walker
$  20.00

Heavy Coats
$40.00

Wheelchair
$  40.00

Heavy Jackets
$25.00

Wheelchair/Elec.
$100.00

Light Jackets
$20.00

Quad Cane
$  10.00

Sweaters
$15.00

Cane
$    6.00

Shorts

$  5.00

Crutches/Alum.
$  15.00

Ties

$  2.00

Crutches/Wood
$    6.00

Skirts

$10.00


Carry Chair
$  30.00

Dresses
$15.00

Commode
$  20.00

Shoes

$  8.00

Trapeze
$  30.00

Purses

$  5.00

Amego
$200.00

Hats/Belts
$  3.00





Gloves

$  3.00





Slips

$  3.00





Pajamas
$  3.00





Robes

$  5.00





Socks

$  1.00

BOOKS AND MAGAZINES
New Books/Mag.
Purchase Price

Pocket Novel Books
$0.50

Regular Bound Books
$1.50

Puzzles
$0.25

Used Magazines

(If Accepted)
$0.50

Used Playing Cards
$0.50

***ALL NEW ARTICLES ARE VALUED AT THE PURCHASE PRICE
ENTERTAINMENT:  Amateur – Use hours and mileage


Professional – Going rate of hour or mileage, but not both

ALL OF THE ABOVE RULES MUST BE FOLLOWED OR YOUR REPORT WILL BE REJECTED!  

ALL HOSPITAL REPORTS ARE TO BE MAILED TO:



Department of Michigan VFW
924 North Washington




Lansing, MI  48906





FAX:  517-485-6432
George Wygant, Director

Jerry Smith, Committee Member
517-676-0855

269-792-1408
Email: george.wygant@yahoo.com

Email: JerryLSmith@chartermi.net

2011-2012 Legislative Program

You will receive points for All-State only. There will not be any independent Legislative program 
E-Mail Addresses for Legislative Issues


For Michigan Senators, Representatives and Bills:   www.michiganlegislature.org


House Clerk phone:  517-373-0135


Secretary of the Senate Phone 517-373-2400


For U.S. Senators:             

    www.senate.gov

For U.S. Representatives:  

    www.house.gov

William A. Dobbie, Director
Jennifer Smith, Committee
12451 Clinton River Road
420 W. Kilborn
Sterling Heights, Michigan 48313
Lansing, Michigan 48906
Phone:  586-322-3304
Phone: 517-484-0202
Email: wadobbie@prodigy.net
Email: JSmith7148@aol.com
2011-2012 MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM

As we enter into the beginning of another membership year for the Department of Michigan and the Veterans of Foreign Wars, we are asking once again, that we all improve in our membership status. Membership is the VFW’s most valuable asset to our future. It is up to each and every Comrade in this Great Department to strive to improve this asset. Together we can make our Great Department 100% in Membership once again.

This year we are asking each member to specifically focus on three demographic groups.

1. Younger vets, especially those who served in the Persian Gulf War, Iraq, Afghanistan or received the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal.

2. Female veterans, of whom according to the Pentagon, more than 200.000 have served in Iraq or Afghanistan since 2001.

3. Vietnam veterans, still the largest pool of eligible veterans in the state.

Your membership team is ready to assist you with forms, membership drives, etc. The team is just a phone call away. “Let Us Help”!

As your Membership Director for 2011-2012 year, I will do my best to see that all your requests for assistance will be met and followed through by the Department Membership Team or myself.

This program will be adhered to in all categories. It shall be the State Commanders prerogative to make any changes or additions to the Membership program this administrative year.

RECRUITER AWARDS
These awards will be given out according to the program, which is listed below in bold type.

MEMBERSHIP AWARDS
Any member that recruits a new or reinstated member will receive the corresponding award.

1. Three (3), five (5) and ten (10) members: pin noting the corresponding number recruited. 

2. Fifteen (15) members will receive a citation from the VFW Commander-in-Chief.

3. Thirty (30) members will receive a VFW shirt and citation

4. Fifty (50) members will receive a belt buckle, ball cap, citation and shirt
5. One Hundred members will receive a century cap award with silver braid and citation.

A Post that is 100% will receive a 100% membership banner from the Department Commander.
RECRUITING TOOL

The Post can request a shotgun Mailer Hard Copy Only for the cost of $75.00

2010-2011 MEMBERSHIP TEAM
Gerald Hawkins, Director

Andrew Conklin

James Galen
 
7461 Cook Road


307 S. East Street

76200 Jeanette

 
Swartz Creek, MI 48473

Decatur, MI 49045

Armada, MI 48005 
810-241-7371



269-423-8813


586-784-9914
Email: hawki1365@yahoo.com

Roy Hamilton


Norman Mauldin

Ken Rodenbo

9155 Pheasant Drive


214 Endwell Street

12083 Jennings Road

Temperance, MI 48182

Novi, Michigan 48377
Linden, MI 48451
734-850-3112



248-624-3185




Maurice Morton


Brian Coats


David Gay
2525 Karen Parkway #304

558 Armstrong Road

P.O. Box 645
Waterford, MI 48328

Lansing, MI 48911

Davison, MI 48423
248-683-8720



517-819-2171


810-444-4003

Email: mauricemorton@hotmail.co




Women Veterans 
Lynn Patterson, Director 

1102 Rector Road
Ionia, MI 48846
616-755-0433
2011-2012 MICHIGAN FREEDOM ACADEMY

The Michigan Freedom Academy “Investing in Michigan Youth”, is a program sponsored by the Michigan National Guard.  The Freedom Academy will be held at Phelps Collins Air National Guard Base, Alpena, Michigan, for one week in July, 2012. The Freedom Academy is a leadership development program. Delegates represent a cross-section of Michigan’s leadership oriented youth.  The program exposes them to a variety of issues in the area of education, business, elected government, law enforcement, drug reduction, national defense, and basic perspectives on freedom as outlined in our Bill of Rights. 

ELIGIBILITY: Any high school student who has at least a 2.5 trade point average and will be a

senior in the fall of 2012 is eligible. The student must be active in extra-curricular activities,

planning or are seeking the means to attend college and have transportation to and from Alpena,

Michigan.

TUITION: There is no cost to the student delegate. The refundable $20.00 deposit is no longer

required. Posts that sponsor a delegate will pay the cost of $150.00. 

ENTRIES: To enter a student as a delegate go to the VFW Department of Michigan website 

www.vfwmi.org. Click Department Programs on the horizontal line on the top of the screen.
Scroll down and click on the button titled ‘Michigan Freedom Academy’. At the bottom of the

screen find Application for Freedom Academy and click on ‘HERE’. Print and fill out the form.
Please ensure that the Sponsoring Post’s number, location (city, township, village, etc.), Post
contact name and phone number(s) are entered on the form. Send the form, along with the 
$150.00 sponsorship fee, to Department of Michigan VFW, 924 North Washington, Lansing,
Michigan 48906. Make checks payable to Department of Michigan, VFW with Michigan 
Freedom Academy in the memo section.
All-State points: Posts will be awarded six (6) points for each Freedom Academy student delegate it sponsors or co-sponsors. Post will be awarded one (1) for each $25.00 donated to the Freedom Academy program, up to a maximum of four (4) points for $100.00 donated.
All Freedom Academy application forms must be mailed to Department and all checks must be mailed to and made payable to Department, in order to ensure your Post receives credit.
The deadline for applications is June 1, 2012.  
Maurice Morton, Director

3535 Karen Parkway #304

Waterford, Michigan 48328

248-683-8720

Email: mauricemorton@hotmail.com
2011 - 2012 MICHIGAN OVERSEAS VETERAN

PUBLICATION AND DEADLINE DATES:  

Issue

Date/No. Pages

Deadline Date

   1

July/Aug/Sept


August 1, 2011


24 Pages


   2

Oct/Nov/Dec


November 1, 2011


24 Pages



   3

Jan/Feb/Mar


February 1, 20
12


24 Pages


   4

Apr/May/Jun


April 1, 2012


24 Pages




PLEASE ADHERE TO THE DEADLINES

Please Remember:

1. Do not type all CAPITAL LETTERS.  Use capitals sparingly.  When in doubt do not capitalize a word. Use 12 point font type size.

2. Please no handwritten submissions, as they will not be considered for publication.

3. Do not write on back of pictures. Use a separate sheet of paper. Identify all people in the photograph. Try to limit number of people in photo to five or six, at most.

4. Post and Auxiliaries are encouraged to submit items of interest from their area.

5. We reserve the right to edit all submissions due to space constraints.

6. Do not submit newspaper articles and pictures from newspapers UNLESS you provide written authorization from the publication involved.

7. Never submit articles or photos clipped from newspapers or magazines.

8. DISTRICT COMMANDERS – Please submit your District Meetings schedule as soon as possible, so it can be published.

9. Mail all Publications for National Contest to the MOV Director or Editor.

10. MAIL ALL ARTICLES TO MOV EDITOR:

MOV Editor


Matthew David
10 Elder Street
Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197
734-883-1506
Email: editormov@yahoo.com

2011-2012 NATIONAL MILITARY SERVICES (NMS)

The Veterans of Foreign Wars is again in the forefront of patriotism as the organization and its members find ways to show support for America and her armed forces. As our nation fights terrorism, thousands of our active-duty and Reserve service members, along with the National Guard, will be deployed overseas and stateside for what is expected to be a tough battle. Supporting our troops now is more important then ever before. It is our duty as Americans to do our part to keep their spirits and morale up.

The Department of Michigan VFW has an on going program set up to assist our troops. We have adopted units from Michigan and have been sending items like cassettes, cassette players, Walkmans, Game Boys, video CDs, DVDs and players. We have sent laptop computers and digital cameras to several units. Department has sent out hundreds of Operation Uplink Phone Cards to our troops overseas and state side to our veterans that are hospitalized.  We are also working with Family Support Groups so that the family members at home are helped out to.

We are asking each Post to donate what they can to help out our troops. Donations must be sent to Department of Michigan. 

Post Commanders:  Points will be awarded in the All-State Program


MAP:

Five (5) points if the Post purchases twenty (20) or more MAP Pins @ $3.00 each      to be sold at the Post. Pins must be paid for when ordered.

One (1) point for each $25.00 or $1.00 per member donated MAP.  (Maximum of four (4) points) (All donations must go through Department.)

Operation Uplink:

One (1) point for each $25.00 or $1.00 per member donated to Operation Uplink.  Maximum of four (4) points) (All donations must go through Department Headquarters.)
Adopt a Unit:
One (1) point for each $25.00 or $1.00 per member donated to Adopt a Unit.  Maximum of four (4) points) (All donations must go through Department Headquarters
Unmet Needs:
One (1) point for each $25.00 or $1.00 per member donated to Unmet needs.  Maximum of four (4) points) (All donations must go through Department Headquarters

Dennis Walczewski, Director


Billy G. Stancroff, Assistant


497 East 92nd Street




815 S. Moorland Rd.

Bitely, Michigan 49309



Ravenna, MI 49451-9536

Phone: 231-745-7292




Phone: 231-853-2523

Email: dennis8060@gmail.com


Fax: 231-853-2523

Email: BGStancroff@cs.com
2011-2012 NATIONAL HOME PROGRAM

The children of our VFW National Home for Children need “Our Support”.

“Our  Part. . . . . .”

The VFW National Home for Children is a very important part of the Veterans of Foreign Wars.    It is up to all of us to help maintain our promise to:

“Honor the Dead, By Helping the Living”
Our three Michigan Homes and the National Home Campus in Eaton Rapids, Michigan is a good place to do just that.  Donations of time and funds help the children and parents who have lost loved one’s serving our Nations call.
Won’t you get involved? Donations of funds (either personnel or through relief funds) may be made directly to the Department of Michigan Veterans of Foreign Wars.  
Note: Only donations sent through the Department of Michigan will be credited towards your Posts, County Councils and Districts.  If your donations are sent directly to the National Home, you will not receive credit for the donation.  

Donations of time (group or individuals) should be set up by contacting the National Home directly.
You Can Make a Difference Comrades and Sisters……

Let’s show our comrade’s children why we call one another comrade and sister instead of member and associate member. Each of us can make a difference if we all pitch in and make OUR MICHIGAN DAY and the National Home for Children a great place to be.
Lloyd Scheutz, Director

2227 East Scottwood Avenue
Burton, Michigan 48529-1753

810-210-1052

2011-2012 “PATRIOT’S PEN” ESSAY Program
All information pertaining to the theme, judging, eligibility, awards and other aspects of this program are contained in the Veterans of Foreign Wars program booklet for the Patriot’s Pen Essay Program.  District Chairmen are responsible to ensure that their District programs are conducted within these rules and deadlines.  District Chairmen are solely responsible for the conduct of the program within their Districts.  Make sure that you distribute copies of your program to all Posts in your District in sufficient time to ensure a successful competition.  

The Patriot’s Pen Essay Program is a joint program with the Ladies Auxiliary to the Veterans of Foreign Wars of Michigan.  The Auxiliary does not need the permission of a Post to participate in the Patriot’s Pen Essay Program.  Post and District Chairmen are expected to include their Ladies Auxiliary counterparts in all activities concerning the conduct of local and District programs. Coordination of the District program is the sole responsibility of each District Chairman.  Post Chairmen must refer to their District program for their District program requirements and deadline dates.  

THEME:   “Are you proud of your Country?”
Eligibility:  Sixth (6th), Seventh (7th) and Eighth (8th) grade students in public, private, parochial and home schools in the State of Michigan.  Former first place winners at the State and National level competition or any foreign exchange student are not eligible.  Students do not have to be a relative of a member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars or its Ladies Auxiliary to participate.  

ESSAY: Essays must be typed or computer printed in English, between 300-400 words, on a single sheet of paper, with no added color or art.  


Entries:




Posts

To receive credit for participation in the Patriot’s Pen Essay Program, a Post MUST SPONSOR THE PROGRAM IN THEIR COMMUNITY.  While it is important to offer the Patriot’s Pen Essay Program in our schools, it is not solely a program for the schools.  You may offer the competition to any sixth, seventh or eighth grade student.  Foreign exchange students are not eligible.  All entries MUST be submitted directly to the Post.  They may be sponsored through local schools, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Church youth groups, Junior ROTC programs, etc.  The Post is encouraged to solicit participants from as many sources as possible.  

The Post will hold their own judging and may submit to District the number of students permitted by the following breakdown.  

1-15 student participants = 1 top Post entry is allowed to advance to District

16-30 student participants = 2 top Post entries are allowed to advance to District

31-45 student participants = 3 top Post entries are allowed to advance to District

46-60 student participants = 4 top Post entries are allowed to advance to District

61-75 student participants = 5 top Post entries are allowed to advance to District

Etc.

Posts may advance as many winners as they select based on the total number of students participating.  Post judging is the responsibility of the Post Chairman and must be conducted in accordance with the National Judging Criteria.  

The Post may forward each 1st place winning entry to District.  Each student entry submitted by a Post to District must be an equal 1st place winner.  This means each Post student entry sent to District must receive the same award.  For example, a Post has 55 student entries and is eligible to send four entries to District for judging.  These four entries must each receive an equal first place award from the Post.  If the Post lists them as 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th place, then they can only send in one entry as the 1st place winner.  

OR

Single Winner School Option.  A teacher working in cooperation with a Post can elect to hold a competition in the school, judge the participants and advance one student entry selected as the school first place winner.  The one declared school winner will advance to District as the “school winner” from each participating school sponsored by the Post.

Districts

Each District shall be responsible for the conduct of the program and judging of entries within their District.  District Chairmen are expected to promote the expansion of the program by encouraging the participation of additional Posts.  It is not always possible to restrict sponsorship strictly along VFW District boundaries.  Posts may solicit student participation from any geographical area within the State of Michigan as long as they do not interfere with the sponsorship of other Posts.  District Chairmen are expected to assist Posts in the coordination of sponsorship of all schools in their District.  It is unacceptable that a school is not contacted.  

Each District may submit only one entry to the Department for judging.  This entry must be certified on the proper National Entry Form by the District Chairman to be the District First Place Winner of the District Program judging.  

The following items MUST accompany the District entry to Department for judging.  

A)
One student essay in accordance with the above rules.

B)
One completed student entry form from the National Program booklet.

C)
One good quality picture, preferably wallet sized.

D)
One signed student release form provided by Department.

It is the responsibility of the District Chairman to ensure that all materials are included.  Any entry that does not include all materials may not be judged.

Reporting:  To obtain program credit the Post Chairman portion of the Student Entry Form must be completed and submitted to District with each Post entry.  The form must include the number of students participating from the school and the approximate cost for the program and awards for that school.  Proper credit cannot be given without this information.  District Chairmen are required to prepare and submit a consolidated report of Post participation within their District using the District Report Form and the District Summary Form.  These reports should accompany the District entry to Department.  

Deadlines:  Deadline for Post sponsored program entries is November 1, 2011.  Post judging may not be held before November 2, 2011 and must be completed in time to ensure that winning entries are delivered to the District Chairmen by November 15, 2011.  

District judging may not be held before November 16, 2011 and must be completed in time to ensure that the winning entry with all required materials are delivered to the Department Chairman by December 7, 2011.  District judging is the responsibility of the District Chairman to be conducted in accordance with the National Judging Criteria.  

The Department deadline for District entries is December 7, 2011.  This deadline is absolute.  Department judging will be closed and will be the responsibility of the Department Committee.  Be advised that the state judging will be attended only by the VFW Department Committee Members, VFW State Ladies Auxiliary Committee Members and the State Judges. The Committee has the sole authority to disqualify from the Department judging any entry which is in violation of the rules as stated in the Department Program and the National Program booklet.  

AWARDS

All Post and District awards are the responsibility of those organizations.

Department Awards will be as follows:

FIRST PLACE: $1000.00 Wes Longanbach Memorial Award (I Bond) awarded by the Department of Michigan Veterans of Foreign Wars and a plaque.  

SECOND PLACE:  $750.00 Ladies Auxiliary Award (I Bond) awarded by the Department of Michigan Ladies Auxiliary and a plaque.

THIRD PLACE:  $500.00 District 15 Award (I Bond) awarded by District 15 Department of Michigan, Veterans of Foreign Wars a plaque.  

FOURTH PLACE:  $500.00 District 9 Award (I Bond) awarded by District 9 Department of Michigan, Veterans of Foreign Wars a plaque.  
FIFTH PLACE:  $500.00 Barry and Pam Walter Award (I Bond) awarded by Barry and Pam Walter, VFW & Auxiliary Members Post 4005

The “Wes Longanbach Memorial Traveling Trophy” will be awarded to the Post of the 1st place winner to display for one year.  The trophy will be returned to the Department Chairman not later than December 7 each year to be awarded to the Post of the next year’s State winner.

Department awards will be presented at the 2012 Department of Michigan Mid-Winter Conference.  District winners receiving Department awards will be invited to Mid-Winter Conference and are expected to be present.  The sponsoring District must assume the cost of their winner’s transportation, meals and lodging.  Department will provide each District winner one banquet ticket.  Banquet tickets for family members and other guests are the sole responsibility of the District in cooperation with the sponsoring Post.  

Harry “Les” Croyle, Assistant

James M. Galen, Assistant Director


30086 Trailwood Drive


76200 North Avenue
Warren, Michigan 48092


Armada, Michigan 48005
586-747-2104




586-784-9914

hlcroyle@yahoo.com



jmgalen@sbcglobal.net

Gloria Dobbie, Auxiliary Director

2011-2012 TEACHER OF THE YEAR PROGRAM

THE PROGRAM  

The VFW will recognize and honor the top Elementary (K-5), Junior High (6-8), and High School (9-12) teacher of the year, who teaches citizenship and education topics, and promotes America’s history, traditions, and institutions.  Attributes considered will be the scope of the teaching on both the students and the community. 

WHO CAN SUBMIT 

Fellow teachers, supervisors, or any other interested individual may submit nominations.  Self-submitted nominations are not accepted.  

HOW TO SUBMIT  

Nominating Individual 

Nominating individual must submit the nominated teacher’s name on the completed VFW Teacher Nomination Form.  Include with the form a 350 word or less description of why the nominee should be selected.  Describe the teacher’s innovative teaching and resource development methods, as well as his/her dedication to teaching.  Submit these to the local VFW Post no later than November 1, 2011.  

Post 

Post Commander/Chairman will complete the application by ensuring that the following items are included. This is a must list (without all six items, the application will be considered incomplete, and will not be judged).



-  Original “VFW Teacher Nomination Form”


-  Description of teacher’s methods/accomplishments (350 words or less)


-  National “Post Teacher Entry Form”



-  One page resume (may use both sides)



-  Up to five 8 ½ x 11 pages of documentation (over five (5) pages will be    



    disqualifying)


-  Good quality head and shoulder photograph

NOTE to Post Commanders/Chairmen: The above items must be included exactly as stated or your entry may be returned or disqualified at the District level.
Selected applications must be forwarded to District to arrive no later than November 15, 2011.

District

District will then judge and select only one nominee in each of the three categories.  District Commander/Chairman will complete the District portion of the “Post Teacher Entry Form”.  Selected entries will be forwarded directly to the Department Chairman.  Deadline for receipt of District entries to the Department Chairman is December 7, 2011.  Applications must include all of the above items.  Only entries from the District Commander or District Chairman will be accepted at the Department level.  District must include “District Teacher of the Year Award Report Form”.  This is to assure that all participating Posts receive credit.  

NOTE to District Chairman: It is your responsibility to ensure that Posts have included all six items described above and that they are as specified.  If you do not receive the proper documents from Posts, send them back to the Post for correction. Do NOT pass them on to Department.

It is also your responsibility to ensure the District Teacher of the Year Award Report Form is filled out properly and submitted to Department. If the above requirements are not met it could result in the disqualification of your Districts entry.
DEADLINES

Deadline for Post sponsored program entries is November 1, 2011.  Post judging may not be held before November 2, 2011 and must be completed in time to ensure that winning entries are delivered to the District Chairmen by November 15, 2011.  

District judging may not be held before November 16, 2011 and must be completed in time to ensure that the winning entry(s) with all required materials are in the hands of the Department Chairman by December 7, 2011.  District judging is the responsibility of the District Chairman to be conducted in accordance with the National Judging Criteria.  

DEPARTMENT AWARDS  
One winner only in each category (elementary, junior high, high school) will be awarded the following:

Plaque

Two nights lodging at Mid-Winter Conference

Two banquet tickets for the Voice of Democracy

$150.00 in travel expenses

Five (5) points will be awarded in the All-State program for each category if a Post sponsors or co-sponsors a teacher for judging.  The District Chairpersons must report all Posts that submitted entries to the Department Director.

See reports & forms page on the department website at www.vfwmi.org for documents on this program.

Harry “Les” Croyle, Director

James M. Galen, Assistant Director
30086 Trailwood Drive


76200 North Ave.
Warren, Michigan 48092


Armada, Michigan 48005
586-747-2104




586-784-9914
Email: hlcroyle@yahoo.com

jmgalen@sbcglobal.net 


2011-2012 Voice of Democracy Program

All information pertaining to the theme, judging, eligibility, awards and other aspects of this program are contained in the Veterans of Foreign Wars program booklet for the 61st Annual Voice of Democracy Scholarship Program.  District Chairmen are responsible to ensure that their District programs are conducted within these rules and deadlines.  District Chairmen are solely responsible for the conduct of the program within their Districts.  Make sure that you distribute copies of your program to all Posts in your District in sufficient time to ensure a successful competition.  

The Voice of Democracy Program is a joint program with the Ladies Auxiliary to the Veterans of Foreign Wars of Michigan.  The Auxiliary does not need the permission of a Post to participate in the Voice of Democracy Program.  Post and District Chairmen are expected to include their Ladies Auxiliary counterparts in all activities concerning the conduct of local and District programs. Coordination of the District program is the sole responsibility of each District Chairman.  Post Chairmen must refer to their District program for their District program requirements and deadline dates.  

THEME:   “Is There Pride In Serving In Our Military?”
Eligibility:  Ninth (9th), Tenth (10th), Eleventh (11th) and Twelfth (12th) grade students in public, private, parochial and home schools in the State of Michigan.  Former first place winners at the State and National level competition or any foreign exchange student are not eligible.  Students do not have to be a relative of a member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars or its Ladies Auxiliary to participate.  

Recording:  Recorded scripts must not be less than THREE (3) minutes nor longer than FIVE (5) minutes.  A five (5) second variation is acceptable to compensate for the possible deviation in equipment.  Scripts MUST be recorded on full size standard AUDIO CASSETTE TAPE OR CD ONLY.  Record all tapes or CD’s on a single track.  Scripts must be recorded without music or background voice.  Students must not use their names, the name or location of the sponsoring VFW unit, or the name or location of their school.  Recordings must not include any introduction of the script.  The only voice on the recording must be that of the student’s.  Special consideration may be given for students that are speech challenged upon written request through District to Department.  Scripts should be recorded using the best possible equipment available.  Post and District Chairmen are responsible for the content and quality of the entry.  Every effort should be made to submit the best quality entry possible.  

Entries:





Posts

To receive credit for participation in the Voice of Democracy Scholarship Competition, a Post MUST SPONSOR THE PROGRAM IN THEIR COMMUNITY.  While it is important to offer the Voice of Democracy Scholarship Program in our schools, it is not solely a program for the schools.  You may offer the competition to any ninth, tenth, eleventh or twelfth grade student.  Foreign exchange students are not eligible.  All entries MUST be submitted directly to the Post.  They may be sponsored through local schools, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Church youth groups, Junior ROTC programs, etc.  The Post is encouraged to solicit participants from as many sources as possible.  

The Post will hold their own judging and may submit to District the number of students permitted by the following breakdown.  

1-15 student participants = 1 top Post entry is allowed to advance to District

16-30 student participants = 2 top Post entries are allowed to advance to District

31-45 student participants = 3 top Post entries are allowed to advance to District

46-60 student participants = 4 top Post entries are allowed to advance to District

61-75 student participants = 5 top Post entries are allowed to advance to District

Etc.

Posts may advance as many winners as they select based on the total number of students participating.  Post judging is the responsibility of the Post Chairman and must be conducted in accordance with the National Judging Criteria.  

The Post may forward each 1st place winning entry to District.  Each student entry submitted by a Post to District must be an equal 1st place winner.  This means each Post student entry sent to District must receive the same award.  For example, a Post has 55 student entries and is eligible to send four entries to District for judging.  These four entries must each receive an equal first place award from the Post.  If the Post lists them as 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th place, then they can only send in one entry as the 1st place winner.  

OR

Single Winner School Option.  A teacher working in cooperation with a Post can elect to hold a competition in the school, judge the participants and advance one student entry selected as the school first place winner.  The one declared school winner will advance to District as the “school winner” from each participating school sponsored by the Post.

Districts

Each District shall be responsible for the conduct of the program and judging of entries within their District.  District Chairmen are expected to promote the expansion of the program by encouraging the participation of additional Posts.  It is not always possible to restrict sponsorship strictly along VFW District boundaries.  Posts may solicit student participation from any geographical area within the State of Michigan as long as they do not interfere with the sponsorship of other Posts.  District Chairmen are expected to assist Posts in the coordination of sponsorship of all schools in their District.  It is unacceptable that a school is not contacted.  

Each District may submit only one entry to the Department for judging.  This entry must be certified on the proper National Entry Form by the District Chairman to be the District First Place Winner of the District Program judging.  

The following items MUST accompany the District entry to Department for judging.  

A)
One student script taped in accordance with the above rules.

B)
One completed student entry form from the National Program booklet.

C)
One good quality picture, preferably wallet sized.

D)
One typed copy of the student’s speech.

E)
One signed student release form provided by Department.

It is the responsibility of the District Chairman to ensure that all materials are included.  Any entry that does not include all materials may not be judged.

Reporting:  To obtain program credit the Post Chairman portion of the Student Entry Form must be completed and submitted to District with each Post entry.  The form must include the number of students participating from the school and the approximate cost for the program and awards for that school.  Proper credit cannot be given without this information.  District Chairmen are required to prepare and submit a consolidated report of Post participation within their District using the District Report Form and the District Summary Form.  These reports should accompany the District entry to Department.  

Deadlines:  Deadline for Post sponsored program entries is November 1, 2011.  Post judging may not be held before November 2, 2011 and must be completed in time to ensure that winning entries are delivered to the District Chairmen by November 15, 2011.  

District judging may not be held before November 16, 2011 and must be completed in time to ensure that the winning entry with all required materials are in the hands of the Department Chairman by December 7, 2011.  District judging is the responsibility of the District Chairman to be conducted in accordance with the National Judging Criteria.  

The Department deadline for District entries is December 7, 2011.  This deadline is absolute.  Department judging will be closed and will be the responsibility of the Department Committee.  Be advised that the state judging will be attended only by the VFW Department Committee Members, VFW State Ladies Auxiliary Committee Members and the State Judges. The Committee has the sole authority to disqualify from the Department judging any entry which is in violation of the rules as stated in the Department Program and the National Program booklet.  

AWARDS

All Post and District awards are the responsibility of those organizations.

Department Awards will be as follows:

First Place:
$6,000.00 Ralph J. Seabold scholarship, plaque, all expense paid trip to      Washington D.C. and all expense paid trip to the Freedom Foundation at Valley Forge Pennsylvania.  Awarded by the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Department of Michigan.  

Second Place:
$3,500.00 Ladies Auxiliary Scholarship and plaque.  Awarded by the Ladies Auxiliary to the Veterans of Foreign Wars of Michigan.

Third Place:
$2,500.00 Hazel Park VFW Scholarship and plaque.  Awarded by Hazel Park VFW Post and presented by the 5th District of the Veteran of Foreign Wars of Michigan. 

Fourth Place:
$1500.00 James N. Goldsmith Memorial Scholarship and plaque.  Awarded by Past Commander-in-Chief James N. Goldsmith. 

Fifth thru twelfth places are awarded $1000.00 scholarships. The selection of the 

scholarship is random from the donors listed below:
 
$1,000.00 Ladies Auxiliary Scholarship and plaque. Awarded by the Ladies Auxiliary to the Veterans of Foreign Wars of Michigan. 
 
$1,000.00  Morley S. Oats Post 701, Ladies and Mens Auxiliary Scholarship and plaque.  Awarded by Morley S. Oats Post 701.

$1,000.00 Newberry Post Scholarship and plaque.  Awarded by the Newberry VFW Post and presented by the 14th District of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of Michigan.

 
$1,000.00 Green Path and Roz Cooperman Scholarship and plaque.  Awarded by Roz Cooperman.
 
$1000.00 Orvel J. Walter Memorial Scholarship and plaque.  Awarded by the family of Orvel Walter.

 
$1,000.00 Past Commanders Club Scholarship and plaque.  Awarded by the Past Commanders Club, Veterans of Foreign Wars of Michigan.

                        $500.00 Dick & Vi Thorpe Memorial Scholarship and $500.00 VFW Post 4644 Scholarship and plaque. Awarded by VFW Post & Ladies Auxiliary 822 and VFW Post 4644.  
                       $400.00 John & Shirley Sweebe Memorial Scholarship, $400.00  

Donald Mrdjenovic Scholarship and $200.00 Rob and Marcia Weiss Scholarship and plaque. Award by Department of Michigan VFW Post 3033, Donald Mrdjenovic and Rob and Marcia Weiss, VFW Members of the VFW and Ladies Auxiliary from Michigan.

The Department of Michigan Voice of Democracy Traveling Trophy will be awarded to the Post of the 1st place winner to display for one year.  The trophy will be returned to the Department Chairman not later than December 7 each year to be awarded to the Post of the next year’s State winner.

Department awards will be presented at the 2012 Department of Michigan Mid-Winter Conference.  All District winners are expected to be present.  Each District must assume the cost of their winner’s transportation, meals and lodging.  Department will provide each District winner one banquet ticket.  Banquet tickets for family members and other guests are the sole responsibility of the District in cooperation with the sponsoring Post.  

Harry “Les” Croyle, Director

James M. Galen, Assistant Director

30086 Trailwood Drive


76200 North Ave.

Warren, Michigan 48092


Armada, Michigan 48005

586-747-2104




586-784-9914

Email: hlcroyle@yahoo.com

jmgalen@sbcglobal.net
Gloria Dobbie, Auxiliary Director

2011-2012 YOUTH ACTIVITIES PROGRAM

Due to the time limitations in preparing the Awards for the 2012 State Convention, judging will

be based on the May 1, 2011 through April 30, 2012 Department Activity report.

Awards will be based on the following point system:
1.  Two (2) Points for each month a youth project is credited on the Department Activity  
     Report


2.  Ten (10) Points for sponsoring or co-sponsoring a Voice of Democracy entry.


3.  Ten (10) Points for sponsoring or co-sponsoring a Patriot’s Pen entry.


4.  Ten (10) Points for sponsoring or co-sponsoring an Eagle Scout entry.                 

5.  Ten (10) Points for sponsoring or co-sponsoring a youth to the Michigan Freedom 
                 Academy.


6.  Ten (10) Points for volunteering time or money to the National Home for Children.


7.  Three (3) Points for recognizing a Youth Hero.

Plaques will be presented to the top Post in each division and a citation to the Posts that finished second and third in their division.  The divisions are based on June 30, 2011 membership as follows:

Division I 
10-65




Division II
66-125

 




Division III
126-225




Division IV
226-over





A plaque will be presented to the District with the highest average per Post point total.

All projects must be reported on the proper Department Report Form and sent to the Department.

DO NOT SEND TO THE DIRECTOR.


Department of Michigan VFW





924 North Washington





Lansing, MI  48906

Be sure you read your programs and due dates for each program.

When reporting your Youth Activities remembers to do the following:

*** Report all activities on the 10th of each month.


*** Keep a copy of all your reports.


*** Check your monthly Department Activities Report.

A sampling of possible activities within each category is listed below.


Category 1:
Sports/Athletics - Track, basketball, softball, baseball, bowling, soccer, swimming, special Olympics, hockey or any sport or athletic sponsorship.

Category 2:
Scouting/Organization - Boy Scouts, Explorers, Eagles, Girl Scouts, Brownies, Cub Scouts, Boys and Girl Clubs of America, Naval Sea Cadets, Sons of the VFW, Future Farmers of America,  4-H clubs and any other youth organization sponsorship.

Category 3:
Contests/Special Events - Parades, talent shows, picnics, dances, fishing derbies, walk-a-thon, rifle/pistol competitions, and bike-a-thons.

Category 4:
Educational /Instruction - Ceramics, stamp collecting, model building, leather craft, missing children (child ID).

Category 5:
Recognition/ROTC/JROTC - Achievement award, (medal and citation), Eagle Scout Award Certificate, Honor Certificates for students or other Trophy/Plaque Presentation.  Honor Certificates for young people doing heroic deeds such as saving a life.

Category 6:
Projects/Others - Build or repair, baseball diamonds, soccer fields, playgrounds, donate equipment, and National Home, Camp Trotter contributions.  Use your imagination in this category.

The Michigan Freedom Academy (Investing in Michigan’s Youth) is a program that all Posts and

Auxiliaries should be interested in.  Freedom Academy Booklets will be available through the

Program director Maurice Morton or through the Department Headquarters. 

Support the youth in your community and report your activities as soon as a project is completed

or a contribution is made.  Our goal is to have all Posts reported by the Fall Conference.  Report

your activities in a timely manner. (Remember by the 10th of each month). 

Steve Bidstrup, Director

SCOUTING PROGRAM
Ten (10) points for sponsoring each of:



Cub Scouts


Boy Scouts



Exploring


Venturing



Daisy



Brownie



Jr. Girl Scouts


Sr. Girl Scouts
Ten (10) bonus points for sponsoring a new unit

Send copy of charter to Director
Ten (10) points for a candidate for:


Boy Scout Eagle Scout


Girl Scout Gold Award


Venturing Silver of the Year

Nomination form can be obtained form the National web site or by contacting me. Submit your nomination to me by April 1, 2011 (one candidate per category)
One (1) point for every $100 donated for Scouting (i.e. to the Department of Michigan Scouting Program, Friends of Scouting (FOS), SME, Camperships, Century of Value, etc.

One (1) point will be awarded for hosting a Scouting function, other than normal meetings (i.e. Blue & Gold banquets, Court of Honors, Eagle Courts, appreciation dinner.

Send all reports to me. Use a copy of the Community Service report or e-mail me.

There will be two (2) divisions: 


Posts 150 members and below


Posts 151 members and above

The two division winners will be recognized at the Department Convention.

Larry Thayer, Director of Scouting

4858 Apache Path

Owosso, Michigan 48867

(989) 729-6448

Email: vfwlarry@aol.com
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