
Comrades, Sisters and Brothers,
Here it is another year almost finished.

By the time you read this, everyone
should have had their elections and the
results forwarded to National, Depart-
ment and the District. We just received
word that our budget is taking a
$56,000.00 cut due to the decrease in par-
ticipation in the fundraising programs. We
have been working on the budget and it is
going to be very difficult to balance it; there
will definitely be some cuts, so be prepared.
One of the things we have counted on to help
with the budget is the three digit lottery
tickets that go out every month, but we have
fallen down on the purchase of these tickets.
As of right now, we are receiving only about
half of the tickets back sold; that cuts into
our profit for the budget greatly. We are
asking anyone that can sell these tickets, or
would just like to buy one or more, to please
contact Department.  If we do not find ways
to raise funds, there will have to be more
cuts. Remember the VFW motto: Honor the
Dead by Helping the Living.

Congratulations to all the 100% Posts. We

have been working hard on membership, but
we still have a ways to go. We need to get
out there and knock on doors and bring the
members back that we let slip away. We have
a new recruiting tool (pamphlet) that every
Post should have by now, so let’s get to work.
This pamphlet has a lot of good information
in it, and a lot of the members I have shown
it to say the same thing, “I didn’t know we
did that” and the non-members all say the
same thing, “I didn’t know the VFW did all
these things” – so let’s get out there and get
busy. We still have a little more time to get
that membership done. 
I am looking forward to next year and I am

going to need all the help I can get. I am
counting on all the comrades, brothers and
sisters to make the coming year a great one.
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Comrades, 
This VFW year is almost over and

the State Convention is just around
the corner. Congratulations to Com-
mander Dave and President Jan on a
job well done. 

We recently found out that the
National organizations fundraising
efforts in Michigan fell well short of
what had been expected. The result is a loss
to our programs budget of $56,000.00 for
the 2010-2011 year. We had to make some
unpopular cuts in our budget. Unlike the
Federal Government, we can’t operate in
the red. We can only use what we have.

Many comrades don’t understand how
we get a large portion of the funding we
use to run our many programs in the
Department. I didn’t know until I got into
the chairs and became a part of the
process. This is how it works in a nutshell.
The VFW National Headquarters in
Kansas City, Missouri sends out mailing
requests for donations to VFW members,
veterans, and people interested in vet-
erans’ issues. These mailings include cal-
endars, address labels, holiday cards and
so on. When the donations are returned,
they keep track of what state they came
from and at the end of the year, the dona-
tions are returned to the state, minus the
cost of the materials mailed out.

The Department of Michigan has
done very well in past years, and we
have received hundreds of thousands of

dollars returned to our state.
For the last few years, the donations

from Michigan have dropped off. One
reason is our WWII comrades and
Korean War Veterans are becoming
fewer at an alarming rate. These com-
rades were very supportive of the var-
ious veteran’s charities and now it is up
to the Vietnam, and later, veterans to
pick up the slack. Remember, these
donations are tax-deductible and most of
your donation comes back to work for
veterans in our great State.

Congratulations to all the All-State
and All-American Commanders. You
worked hard to achieve this honor for
yourself, your Post, County Council and
District – so enjoy it.

I look forward to seeing all of you at
our State Convention in June. This is our
last year in Dearborn. Come on down, or
over, or up to the Convention and see
what it’s all about.

Good luck to all of you and with
whatever you do in life. God Bless our
Armed Forces around the world and may
God Bless America.

Jack
Pray
Junior

Vice Commander

JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER
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We are rapidly approaching the State
Convention and there are some issues
that need to be addressed. Last year a
proposed Department Bylaw change was
rejected by the delegates that would have
allowed the Council of Administration to
hold its first meeting on Sunday after the
Convention had ended. One of the rea-
sons that we have a Summer Conference
in July is to pass the budget for the
ensuing year. By holding the first Council
meeting immediately after the Conven-
tion, we will reduce expenses by elimi-
nating the Summer Conference while
passing the new budget for the ensuing
year. The Council of Administration
receives the budget proposal at the plan-
ning meeting, which is usually held in
May. They discuss the budget at the plan-
ning meeting and they make changes, if
appropriate. The Council members are
given a copy of the budget to take with
them so that they are familiar with the
budget when we vote on it. 

In the year 2012 the National Conven-
tion moves to the third week in July. That
means that our State Convention will
move to the second or third week in June
so that we will be able to submit National
Bylaws changes to our National Organiza-
tion for distribution in accordance with
the provisions of the National Bylaws.
This is another reason that we need to do

away with our Summer Conference, as it
could interfere with the National Conven-
tion date.

Therefore, I am submitting a Depart-
ment of Michigan Bylaw Amendment to
Article XIII for consideration again at the
2010 State Convention. The amendment is
printed in this issue of the Michigan Over-
seas Veteran. Your support is needed to
pass this amendment.

We are facing a $56,000.00 cut from
our National Headquarters guarantee
program. Because of the decrease in
donations from our membership to the
National programs, we have no choice
but to make cuts at Department. All
expense items will be considered and
concessions will be proposed. We need
your support with donations. This is your
organization and we need to make sure
that it stays solvent. 

There is absolutely no doubt that our
World War II and Korean War members
and their spouses have been the most

Robert D.
Weiss
Adjutant/

Quartermaster

ADJUTANT/QUARTERMASTER

John F. Gwizdak of Woodbury,
Georgia, was elected VFW’s Commander-
in-Chief at the organization’s 101st
National Convention in Milwaukee, Wis-
consin on August 25, 2000. Gwizdak is
the second Georgian to hold this office.

Born in Revloc, Pennsylvania and
raised in Carrolltown, Gwizdak enlisted
in the U.S. Army in 1958. In 1968, he
attended Officer Candidate School and
was commissioned a second lieutenant.
He retired in 1978 in the rank of captain.

His service career included three tours
in Germany, including a rotational tour in
Berlin, and in Vietnam with Co. E , 4th
Bn., 12th Infantry, 199th Light Infantry
Brigade. Starting out as a heavy mortar
platoon leader, he eventually assumed
command of Company E based at Long
Binh. The unit operated out of Camp Fren-
zell-Jones. He held the distinction of
having served in all leadership positions,

from squad leader to
company commander
of an infantry com-
pany. He also was
inducted into the
United States Army
Officer Candidate
School Hall of Fame.

His military awards and decorations
include the Legion of Merit, Meritorious
Service Medal, four awards of the Bronze
Star Medal (including one for valor),
Purple Heart, Vietnam Cross of Gallantry
with palm device, Army Commendation
Medal (3), Army of Occupation Medal
(Berlin), Vietnam Campaign and Service
Medals, Good Conduct Medal (3), Armed
Forces Reserve Medal, National Defense
Service Medal, Combat Infantryman’s
Badge, Parachutist Badge and Drill
Sergeants Badge.

John F. Gwizdak
Commander-in-Chief, 2000-2001
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States
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In the last issue, we explained in depth
the effects of SB 250 and the require-
ments to petition the State of Michigan
for grants. We are please to report that our
coalition was awarded the two large
grants. At the time of the last article, we
indicated that we would also be applying
for the two small grants. 

We felt as a coalition that our history of
providing exemplary advocacy service to the
veteran community in the State of Michigan
was, and is now, second to none. We based
this fact on our high level of training, credi-
bility and our willingness to not compete
with one another, but to complement one
another as we embark on a new way of doing
business. We also felt that the level of
expertise and the combined resources the
coalition offers will increase the overall rate
of return and quality of life issues to those
we serve here in the State of Michigan. 

At the Advisory Board meeting On
April 1, 2010, and after careful delibera-
tion by the Department of Military and
Veterans Affairs, the coalition was
awarded the small grant that primarily
deals with the Michigan’s Lower Penin-
sula 1-131 corridor from Emmet County
to the Indiana-Michigan border. The
AMVETS was awarded the small grant in
an area bounded by Midland/Bay
City/Saginaw on the North, US 127 on
the West to the Ohio-Indiana border.

This will be a new way of doing business
inasmuch as 60% of our operation will be
in the field, with only 40% in the Detroit
Regional Office. This requirement has
been imposed by the State of Michigan to
have more boots on the ground, especially
to those underserved areas of Michigan. As
one might imagine, this will result in doing
more with less. There will be growing
pains due to the anticipated increase in
claims and overall work activity. However,
as in the past, we will survive and the coali-
tion will work together so that our veteran
community here in Michigan will get the
maximum benefit from the Department of
Veterans Affairs that is provided within the
perimeters of law.

The proposed regulations for the fol-
lowing conditions were posted in the Fed-
eral Register on March 25, 2010.
Ischemic heart disease (including coro-
nary artery disease), Parkinson’s disease,
and B cell leukemia’s (such as hairy cell
leukemia). Of course, the condition that
will produce the most claims will be
Ischemic heart disease (IHD).

For purposes of the proposed regulation,
the term “IHD’’ includes, but is not limited
to, acute, sub acute, and old myocardial
infarction; atherosclerotic cardiovascular
disease including coronary artery disease
(including coronary spasm) and coronary
bypass surgery; and stable, unstable and
Prinzmetal’s angina. Since the term refers
only to heart disease, it does not include

hypertension or peripheral manifestations
of arteriosclerosis such as peripheral vas-
cular disease or stroke.

Nehmer v. U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs, Civ. Action No. 86 6160 (N.D. Cal.)
(TEH) (Nehmer) is a longstanding class
action (originated in 1986) on behalf of all
veterans and survivors of veterans eligible to
claim VA disability compensation benefits
based on exposure to herbicides in the
Republic of Vietnam during the Vietnam
era. In 1989, the U.S. District Court for the
Northern District of California invalidated a
1985 VA regulation governing claims based
on herbicide exposure. In 1991, the parties
entered into a stipulation to provide for read-
judication of class members’ claims and
payment of retroactive benefits, if war-
ranted. Since that time, the district court has
issued a series of orders interpreting the
1991 stipulation to impose ongoing duties
on VA. Consistent with those orders, when-
ever VA identifies a new disease that is asso-
ciated with herbicide exposure and adds a
new disease to its regulatory list, it must
identify and readjudicate any previously
filed claims by the class members involving
that disease and, if warranted under VA reg-
ulations governing Nehmer awards, must
pay benefits retroactive to the date the prior
claim was received by VA to the veteran or,
if the veteran is deceased, to the veteran’s
surviving spouse, child or parents. In July
2007, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Ninth Circuit rejected VA’s position that its
duties under the Nehmer stipulation have
ended and held that VA’s duties extend
through at least 2015. Nehmer v. U.S. Dept.
of Veterans Affairs, 494 F.3d 846, 86263
(9th Cir. 2007). Accordingly, the require-
ments of the Nehmer court orders for review
of previously denied claims and for retroac-
tive payment will apply to the proposed new
presumptions, to the extent consistent with
the court orders and 38 CFR 3.816, the VA
regulation implementing those orders. 

In 2010, approximately, 86,069 Vietnam
beneficiaries as of August 2009 will be eli-
gible to receive retroactive payments for
the new presumptive conditions under the
provisions of 38 CFR 3.816 (Nehmer). Of
this total, 69,957 are living Vietnam Vet-
erans, of which 62,206 were denied for
IHD, 5,441 were denied for hairy cell or B
cell leukemia, and the remaining 2,310 for
Parkinson’s disease. Of those previously
denied service connection for the three new
presumptive conditions, 52,918, or nearly
76 percent, are currently on the rolls for
other service-connected disabilities. 
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SUCCESS STORY
This issue’s success story centers on a

veteran’s fight to have his Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder (PTSD) recognized by
the VA.

In 2003, the veteran filed a claim for
service connection for anxiety. The VA first
denied the claim in May 2003, stating the
veteran had never been treated for a mental
health condition while in the service. 

The veteran then filed a claim for depres-
sion due to another service-connected
condition and his claim was denied.

In September 2006, the veteran
requested his claim be amended to include
yet another condition – PTSD. The veteran
outlined how he had been traumatized by
a brutal attack while stationed in Ger-
many. The veteran reported, at the time, he
suffered a fractured nose and jaw. 

In February 2008, the VA Regional
Office finally denied the PTSD. The VA
stated there were no military records
showing treatment from a fractured nose
or jaw. However, the VA conceded the
veteran was treated and had “butterflies”
(bandages) under both eyes from the

assault. Since there were no records of a
fractured jaw or nose, the VA stated the
veteran’s stressors could not be verified. 

In 2009, the veteran re-opened his claim
for service connection for PTSD. The vet-
eran provided a statement regarding the
assault. The veteran provided crucial
information regarding the specifics of the
attack to include a name, a date, and the
exact location where the incident hap-
pened. In addition, the veteran was able to
provide a statement from a fellow soldier
who had seen the veteran two days after
the attack. The witness outlined that the
veteran had two black eyes and his face
was all black and blue.

The veteran requested a personal hearing
at the Detroit VARO and the hearing was
conducted in July 2009. Our staff member
was present at the hearing with the veteran.
The Advocate led the veteran through a
series of probing questions to bring out the
specific details surrounding the attack. It
was important to bring all the facts to light
due to the complexity of the case. 

Over the course of time, the veteran
had claimed service connection for three
mental health conditions: anxiety,
depression and PTSD. Though they are
separate conditions, all mental health
conditions are rated under the same cri-
teria in the VA Rating Schedule. 

There are times when a personal hearing
is beneficial to the merits and validity of the
case. In this case, our staff member was able
to extract delicate and important aspects that
previously were not considered by the VA.
As a result, the Decision Review Officer
granted service connection for PTSD back
to June 2003. The importance of having a
competent Advocate resulted in a retroac-
tive payment of $104,788 in February 2010.

Dan
Crocker

State
Service Officer

STATE SERVICE OFFICER
Advocating for Others
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In our monthly meeting closing prayer
we ask, “grant that in life’s battles we may
be strong and brave.” Frequently when
Veterans meet, they share some experi-
ence from their service time. A Comrade
feels that only a fellow Comrade can
appreciate their journey. As a Chaplain,
Veterans often want to share their military
time and some special experience with me.
I find their stories interesting and perhaps
for many of us at this stage, it is better to
look back than ahead. But it is remarkable
to see how we deal with “life’s battles.”

The daily battle to find strength and
hope in the midst of the limitations of
aging and the loss of relatives and friends
is not easy. To reach out and “seize the
day,” as Dave Miller encourages us; to
confront our pain and loss, as well as our
opportunities. Sometimes there is a line in
a song or poem that can be a great inspira-
tion in a special time of need. Watching
the geese fly north with the feeling of
spring which brings new life around us, I
frequently think of the words of a song,
“My heart goes where the wild goose
goes,” and again the question in the song,
“A wandering fool or a heart at rest?”

I believe each person develops their
own personal spirituality beyond a reli-
gion to interpret and deal with life’s daily
battles. Hopefully in life’s battles, as in
military campaigns, we learn from our
experiences and develop inner strength to
deal with new battles. I came across this
poem some time ago that gave me insight
to life and suffering and identifying with
the message of the cross. I don’t know the

title but I think I would call it, “Jesus was
not crucified in a cathedral between two
candles.” Or “on a cross between two
thieves; on a town garbage heap;” Or “at
the kind of place where cynics talk smut,
and thieves curse and soldiers gamble.”

I simply argue that the cross be raised
again at the center of the market place as
well as on the steeple of the Church,

I am recovering the claim that Jesus
was not crucif ied in a cathedral
between two candles:

But on a cross between two thieves; on a
town garbage heap; at a crossroad of pol-
itics so cosmopolitan that they had to
write His title in Hebrew and in Latin,
and in Greek…

And at the kind of place where cynics talk
smut, and thieves curse and soldiers gamble.

Because that is where He died, and that 
is what He died about. And that is where
Christ’s men ought to be, and what
Church people ought to be about. 

–George Macleod

STATE CHAPLAIN
Elmer R.
Liimatta
State Chaplain

I joined the army in 1966 and served one
tour of duty in Vietnam and I want to let
everyone know what’s happened to me
since I left the military in 1968. One Sat-
urday night in 2004, I went to dinner with
my wife.  While we sat and ate our meal, I
noticed that I was sweating so bad that a
new suit that I was wearing, was all wet and
turning white from the salt in my body. On
the following Monday, I went to see my
doctor. After leaving his office, I contacted
our VFW Service Office in Detroit to let

them know what had happened.
I filed a claim for diabetes, and later

reopened my case because I was pre-
scribed medication and found that I also
had peripheral neuropathy in both legs. 

In 2006, I went to work and when I got
there, I couldn’t remember how I got there
or who anyone was or even what trade I was
involved in. I once again went to my doctor
who sent me to two different specialists, and
they both said I had several incidents of a

A Plea from A Concerned Veteran

PLEA, continued on page 3
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DISTRICT 4 REPORT
Joseph L. Tebor

District 4 Commander

Comrades and Sisters of the 4th District, 
As of this writing, 12 of the 36 Posts in

our District have attained 100% or higher
membership status. Congratulations to
Posts 78, 171, 552, 1519, 1869, 4012,
4230, 5572, 6695, 6896, 9363 and 9568
for reaching the most difficult goal toward
the pursuit of All State status. There are 12
other Posts that need only eight or fewer
members to reach 100%. These Posts are
134, 147, 2107, 4553, 4644, 5112, 6032,
6040, 7170, 7310, 9885 and 9973. You are
so close. Just a little more effort is all that
is needed. Don’t forget that your Post
Relief Funds can be used to pay member-
ship dues of comrades that need assistance.
Congratulations to the Commanders,
Membership Chairmen, and Recruiters of
the above 24 Posts for their efforts. 

We completed our third successful Dis-
trict Meeting with 100% attendance by
Post Commanders or their designated rep-
resentatives. Department Jr. Vice Com-
mander, Jack Pray, was the Department
Rep. Our thanks to Plymouth Post 6695
Commander, Bob Bryan and his staff, for
hosting the meeting. We missed having
100% attendance at all meetings last year
by just one Post at the last meeting of the
year. Two of my goals for this year have
been to confine the meeting length to two
hours or less and to have 100% attendance
at all District Meetings. With just one
meeting left, both goals are attainable.

Spring is finally here and it’s a perfect
time for accomplishing cleanup projects
on the outside of your Post Home. It also
means that my term as District Com-
mander is nearly over. By the time you
read this, our District Convention on 1
May 10 at Romulus Post 9568 and the
election and installation of next year’s offi-
cers will have taken place. Our thanks to
Southgate Post 9283 Commander, Mike
Lewinski, and his staff for donating their
hall for the dinner dance to honor next
year’s District VFW and LAUX officers.

Hopefully, all Posts within the District
took advantage of Buddy Poppy Days on
6-8 May to add to their Relief Fund
through the distribution of Buddy Poppies.
Of course, Buddy Poppies can be distrib-
uted throughout the year, however the three
days prior to Mother’s Day every year are
devoted to distribute Buddy Poppies
throughout our local communities at inter-
sections and high pedestrian traffic areas,
such as department store and supermarket
entrances and exits.

I have some additional special kudos to
give out. Thanks to Marv Hamann and his
volunteer helpers for a successful Polish
Dinner fundraiser and to Southgate Post
9283 for donation of their hall. Thanks to
Charlie Abner and Rick Zellman for

organizing the Annual District Golf Outing
at Dearborn Hills Golf Course on May
15th. A special thanks to Marv and Mar-
iann Hamann and Les and Paulette Vander-
will for once again donating their hall. 

I received several short notice requests
for assistance during March and April and
I need to recognize those who assisted me.
The first request was through Department
on March 1st from a Pastor honoring vet-
erans that coming Sunday at Prayer Chapel
in Detroit. Honor Guard Captain, Paul
Kaucher, members Tom Rossi, Connor
Coleman, Chuck Noel, Gerald Delcato and
I attended and participated in the service.
The entire congregation recited the Pledge
of Allegiance with us, rendering the proper
respect to our flag. They applauded as each
member of the Honor Guard was intro-
duced, three veterans talked about their
experiences, and every member of the con-
gregation waved a miniature U.S. flag. Fol-
lowing the service, nearly every member
of the congregation individually thanked
us for being there. Four members of James
Europe Post 2233 also attended, wearing
their Post Uniform.

On March 9th, I received a call from a
funeral home director in Clinton Township
stating that a WWII Army veteran, Peo
Pantera, was being interred on March 11 at
Parkview Memorial Cemetery in Livonia
and his family requested a firing team and
bugler be provided at the cemetery. I called
Stan Bist at Romanowski Post 6896 to see
if their Post Honor Guard was available.
They provided a firing team and bugler
and accompanied me at the cemetery. The
veteran’s family was so grateful they made
a donation to Post 6896.

Next, I received a request to provide
support to a National Guard unit that
would be deploying to Afghanistan in
August. They were having a three-day
training period in April and asked that we
provide food for 80 soldiers and their fam-
ilies on April 17th at the Nat’l Guard
Armory in Detroit. The James Europe Post
2233 in Detroit provided the food
requested. Commander Roscoe Burton
along with Post members, William Brown,
Isaac Blair, James Bowie, Samuel
Billington and Curtis Clark and two mem-
bers of their LAUX were on hand. Dept of
MI Membership Director, Fred Chambers,
and District 4 Membership Chairman,
Matthew Dzikowicz, were also on hand to
answer questions about VFW membership.
Following dinner, I gave a presentation
about the VFW, answered questions and
passed out literature and applications.

I want thank all of the above individuals
and Posts for their outstanding perform-
ance on such short notice. These are just a

DISTRICT 5 REPORT
Walter L. Klingan

District 5 Commander

Comrades,
It seems like only yesterday that I

assumed the duties of 5th District Com-
mander. Now as I write this, my last news
article, and look back on this year so far, it
would be easy to simply say that it was a
good year and leave it at that. While it
would be the easy thing to do, it would not
be the responsible thing to do. Comrades,
the year is not over. I remain the 5th Dis-
trict Commander and just as importantly,
all our Post Commanders remain Com-
manders of their Posts until the Depart-
ment Convention. Many of our District
goals have been met, but many have not.
We must not let the tendency to quit early
stand in the way of reaching these goals.

By now, April 30th has come and gone
and with it, the end of our reporting year.
Most of our Posts have done a wonderful
job of reporting this year and several have
not. Nothing you do now can change that.
Now we must look to next year and begin
again. I remind each Post Commander that
you are still the Commander and will be
until June 27th. Each Commander needs to
continue their reporting until they leave
office. By doing this, you help your
incoming Commander and your Post get
off to a good start in next year’s reporting.

When a District Commander writes a
news article, it is almost mandatory that
the subject of membership be addressed.
Mandatory or not, our District needs to
address this subject in the final months of
this fiscal year. As I write this article, we
stand at 97.19%. We still need 236 mem-
bers to reach our 100% goal. We have 10
Posts that have reached or surpassed their
100% goal. Eleven more are within four
members of their goal. I realize that it is all
too easy to say that the year is almost over
and that you tried your best. Comrades we
have not tried our best. There remains
today 434 unpaid members on the rosters
of the Posts of this District. Our Comman-
ders and their Membership Chairmen need
to contact these members. Each of them

joined the VFW for a reason. You need to
remind them of that reason and encourage
them to bring their membership up to date.
This District has declined in membership
during the last several years. We need to,
and must, reverse this trend. 

Comrades, at this time of year several
issues come up that must be addressed. 

Each Post elects their officers for the
upcoming year during the month of April.
I remind you that the Commander-elect of
each Post needs to send in their election
report as soon as possible. You need to
send a copy of the National Election report
to National and to the Department. You
must also send a copy of the roster of Post
officers and chairmanships to Jim Galen,
our incoming District Commander. 

Each Post needs to insure that a list of
their delegates to the Department Con-
vention, along with their delegate fees, be
sent in to Department. They must also
insure that at least one delegate, along
with the delegate fee, be sent in to
National. Both of these are required by
National Bylaws. Comrades, this is a
requirement that has to be met. 

Quarterly audits are an ongoing project
required from each Post throughout the year
but are especially important at this time of
year. If your March quarterly audit is not in
by Convention, your Post will be denied its
voting rights on the Convention floor.
Please insure that your audits are in as soon
as possible, so that our Department auditor
has a chance to review them, and any pos-
sible errors corrected, before Convention.

Comrades, it has been a pleasure to
have served as your District Commander
this year. I thank all my fellow officers
for all their hard work and long hours
during that time. What success we have
had would have not been possible
without them. Comrades, remember that
the race is not over until you cross the
finish line. I hope that all of you continue
to strive after the goals that we have set
this year. It’s not over until it’s over.

DISTRICT 6 REPORT
Ralph “Rusty” Benschoter

District 6 Commander

Comrades,
This year is coming to an end very

soon and I would like to thank all of the
Officers and Committee Chairpersons.
You are the ones that made this a very
good year. I knew we had some out-
standing people in District 6, and I am
very glad I was a part of this successful
year. This past year I have been fortunate
to meet with some very good people and
it was an honor to have served you as
your District Commander. 

Everyone in the District has been
doing a great job with the membership
program; this is, after all, the lifeblood of

our organization, without members there
would be no organization.

I want to thank all of the Post Com-
manders and Quartermasters for making
sure all reports, audits and paperwork
turned into the Department was com-
plete. I know it is a lot of hard work and
time-consuming, but with your dedica-
tion and work ethics, the job has been
done and done very well. 

Congratulations to the new District
and Post officers that will be taking over
this year. I wish you the very best. Keep
this is mind – “Control your own destiny
or someone else will.”

severe condition. During this time period, I
had fallen and broken my arm and had
some short-term memory loss.

My doctor insisted that I have a
colonoscopy because of the problems I had
been having. I did, and found that I had sev-
eral polyps removed that were cancerous; I
also found that I have an enlarged prostate
and a tumor on my left lung. 

In a nutshell, what I’m telling you is
no matter when you served your country
or which branch of service you were in,
please take the time to have a yearly

physical. I was out of the military
decades before anything really started
happening to me.

Without the help of our VFW Depart-
ment Service Office, I honestly don’t
know where I would be today or how I
could have afforded the medicines or the
medical care that I have received since
Mother Nature has caught up with me.  

I plead with you to get a yearly phys-
ical and that if you have any medical
issues, please contact your Post Service
Officer, County Veteran’s Affairs Office
or our Department Service Office for
help in filing a claim.

PLEA, continued from page 2

generous donators over the years to the
Veterans of Foreign Wars. Because of
losses we have suffered with
“America’s Greatest Generation,” and
with the economy not being the
greatest right now, the donations have
dropped off. We Vietnam Veterans have
to pick up the slack, along with our

younger members. National has several
mailings that they conduct throughout
the year to include calendar and label
promotions. If you do not want to
receive these items, you can make a
monthly or annual contribution to
National and they will not send you the
promotional items. It is something to
think about.

We will see you all at Convention.

WEISS, continued from page 1

DISTRICT 4, continued on page 4



few examples of community service activ-
ities that our Posts do on a regular basis.
Too often we fail to properly document or
report what we do. We all need to do a
better job in this area and I have stressed
the importance of proper reporting at every
Post meeting I have attended. If you don’t
report your community service and dona-
tions, etc., your Post runs the risk of losing
its nonprofit status. When in doubt, report
it. Better to be safe than sorry.

As I near the end of my year as District
Commander, I just want say what an honor
and privilege it has been to serve you, the
members of the 4th District. I have so many
people to thank for helping make my year
successful. First of all to Dave Poling, my
Adjutant – God Bless You. Past District
Commanders Jim Warner, Jim VanHauter,

Marv Hamann, Charles Abner, Jim Niner,
Lenny Milewski, Les Vanderwill and Larry
Coleman, for your advice and mentorship.
My District Honor Guard for being the best
in the State and doing me and the District
proud. My elected and appointed officers for
doing your jobs well and keeping me out of
trouble. My Post Commanders for your ded-
ication and support; without it, nothing
would get accomplished. The District LAUX
(especially District President, Jan Luttrell),
for their support and cooperation throughout
the year. And last but certainly not least, my
Sr. Vice Ron Allen and Jr. Vice Phil Merrow
for your total dedication, loyalty, support and
assistance, especially following my surgery.
Words can never thank you enough. I leave
knowing that District 4 will have good lead-
ership for at least the next two years. As
always, work hard to achieve your goals and
try to have some fun along the way.

Dear Comrades,
Our year is just about over and soon

our new officers will take their positions
in June. I would like to thank all of my
Committee Chairpersons for all their
hard work this year. I will never forget
their devotion and time in helping me. I
would also like to send a personal thank
you to my District President, Jane Dady,
for her hard work and dedication to the
VFW Ladies Auxiliary.

Please don’t let up on getting those

memberships! We have less than 6% to
go and I believe we can reach our
100% goal.

Our Department Convention is June
23-27, 2010, at the Hyatt Regency in
Dearborn. Our new District officers
should be installed by this time. I wish
them the very best in their upcoming
year.

Lastly, I would like to tell everyone I
had a great time being your Commander
and hope everyone has a great July 4! 

Chet Cousins
District 11 Commander

DISTRICT 11 REPORT
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DISTRICT 9 REPORT
Ron Devereaux
District 9 Commander

Comrades,
Let me start by saying that it was a

pleasure to work with all of you this year
and I will remember the time we have
spent together. THANK YOU!

We are coming to the end of the year
and before you have time to read this, the
District meeting will be over, the State
Commander and President’s Joint Testi-
monial will have gone, and Department
Convention in June will be upon us.

As of this writing there are 20 Posts in
the 9th District over 100% in membership
and the District is at 99.46% in member-
ship. Remember you still have until the
end of JUNE to work on your member-
ship, so do not give up until the end. Also,
membership is not something that we
should only think about for the All-State
program; membership is something that
we have to keep in mind all the time.

Without it we will lose this great organiza-
tion that we call the Veterans of Foreign
Wars. We cannot keep standing by while
we lose members out the back door.

We still have a little more to get done.
Audits have to be finished and up to date
before Department Convention. Post del-
egate fees for National and Department
Convention must be paid per the National
Bylaws, and election reports must be sent
to National, Department and your new
District Commander.

Comrades, 100% of the Posts in the
9th District have participated in: BUDDY
POPPY, MAP, PAC and the CANCER
programs this year. JOB WELL DONE!
You have all worked hard this year and
should be proud of what you have done.

Do not forget to be at Department
Convention and Vote…and may the rest
of your year go by in peace.

DISTRICT 7 REPORT
Jim Tanner

District 7 Commander

Comrades,
It has been a privilege and an honor to

serve as your Commander for the year
2009 and 2010. I thank you all for the
support I have received.

As you know one of our main goals is
bringing in new members. We need young
men and women that can come in and work
their way into leadership roles, so that we
can continue our primary goal of supporting
our veterans (men and women of all military
services) and honoring our deceased com-
rades. Currently our membership is made up
mostly of World War II, Korea and Vietnam
veterans. We need any veteran that qualifies,
but it is the younger men and women vet-
erans that we need to keep this as a great
organization and continue our primary goal.
We all should be very active in bringing new
members into our organization.

As of 22 April 2010, our District stands
at 93.75 percent in membership. We have
five Posts at 100 percent or better. All
except four of our Posts are above 90 per-
cent. Our Department percentage is at
96.3 as of 22 April 2010.

I hope all our Post Service Officers took
the opportunity to attend the Service Offi-
cers training session held in Lansing. Since
our Department lost 30 percent of the
funding provided by the State of Michigan,
our Service Office had to make some
major cutbacks regarding their staff. There-
fore, it is very important that our Posts’
Service Officers have all the knowledge
they can acquire so they can assist our
fellow veterans in getting the health care
and educational benefits that they are enti-
tled to. I will continue to be the District
Service Officer and will be happy to assist
our Post Service Officers at any time.

Also, in reference to veterans’ health care

benefits, our Commander-in-Chief, Thomas
J. Tradewell, Sr., has requested that all vet-
erans contact their representatives urging
them to pass their House Bill H.R. 5014,
which will protect VA health care for vet-
erans. Commander-in-Chief Tradewell
praised the U.S. Senate for their quick
action in passing their bill. Commander-in-
Chief Tradewell stated, “The mission to pro-
tect all Tricare and VA health care programs
will not be complete until the House passes
H.R. 5014 and the President signs both
bills.” Please ask your family and friends to
also contact their U.S. Representatives
urging them to pass H.R. 5014. Thank you.

Comrades, I have been asked by Depart-
ment to see if our District would be willing
to adopt one or more cottages at Camp
Trotter to take care of the maintenance on
the adopted cottage or cottages. These cot-
tages and other buildings at the Camp have
recently received much needed repairs and
upgrades. The adoption program would
enable the Camp to be more secure and safe,
provide financial help for new equipment as
needed and provide a great recreational
outlet for our children in the years to come.

We also do not want to forget our
National Home for Children. The Home
is something we can all be very proud of.
Support our National Home for Children.
A life membership with the life member-
ship pin is only $40.00. Thank you.

In closing, I again thank all comrades
in our District for supporting me this past
year. I am proud to have had this opportu-
nity to serve as your Commander. I thank
all my District Staff. It has been great
working with you this year and I thank all
my comrades at Department for their
guidance this year. It has been a learning
and gratifying experience.

DISTRICT 8 REPORT
Douglas Broek
District 8 Commander

Comrades,
This will be my last article, which means

my term as District Commander is coming
to an end. I would like to say “Thank You”
for your support during this year. Keep up
the good work, both in supporting the new
commander and our veterans. Our veterans
need all the help we, and the VFW, can pro-
vide – both in funding and activities that we
do. Keep contacting your Senators and

representatives for funding. Also, keep
working on membership, as it is the
lifeblood of the VFW. 

You all have done a great job, so keep
it up for next year. Next year, support
your new Commander, Don Johnson, like
you have supported me.

AS WE ALL KNOW FREEDOM IS
NOT FREE. KEEP ON SUPPORTING
OUR VETERANS!!!

DISTRICT 10 REPORT
Rick Young

District 10 Commander

Greetings Comrades, 
This will be my last letter as District

Commander. Let me begin by saying we
had a very rough start this year, and we
have come a long way in hard times. Our
organization is struggling to maintain its
membership, some of its programs and
paying the bills. Some of our Posts have
no problems, while others have a daily

struggle just to get by. We need to work as
a team by helping those that need it by fol-
lowing guidelines from higher headquar-
ters, the Congressional Charter, Bylaws,
Manual of Procedure and Rituals.

I have had a great experience being
District Commander of the Tenacious
10th District of the Great Department of
Michigan. THUMBS UP!

Greetings Comrades,
This year has gone so fast that I do

not know where it went. Ten months
are behind us already. Everything is
still running relatively smoothly; a
couple of bumps in the road have come
our way, but we just slowed down and
kept moving. 

As always, membership is a high pri-
ority. As of April 15th, 41% of our Posts
have passed the 100% mark, and 78%
have passed the 95% mark. Keep up the
good work. 100% for all Posts is defi-
nitely within reach. 

By the time you read this, Post elec-
tions will be behind us. Do not forget to

send your election reports to National,
Department and District. 

There are a number of events being
held in June. June 5th is OTS at Camp
Trotter near Newaygo. This is an excel-
lent opportunity for all officers to receive
training in their positions and have a
good time doing it. June 24-27 is the date
for the Department Convention in Dear-
born. The more Posts that we can have
represented, the more votes we will have
to assist Billy Stancroft in his quest to be
the next Department Jr. Vice Com-
mander. Good luck, Billy. 

I would like to congratulate the several

DISTRICT 12 REPORT
Richard Rought
District 12 Commander

DISTRICT 4, continued from page 3

DISTRICT 12, continued on page 5
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DISTRICT 14 REPORT
Joseph Frappier
District 14 Commander

Comrades and Sisters,
Hello from the U P. This will probably

be my last article for the MOV. I was going
to say all the things about reports, but I am
going to stress women in the military and
women veterans of the United States of
America. First, I want to thank all women
vets from every branch of the service –
past, present and future. We VFW mem-
bers salute you. We thank you for your
service, sacrifice and your courage.

Now some facts. During WWII, June
1945, Army nurses in Europe peaked at
17,345. Of the 215 Army nurses who
died on foreign shores, 16 were killed as
a result of direct enemy action. Of those,
six were killed aboard the hospital ship
Comfort when it was attacked by a
Kamikaze off Leyte Island on April 28,
1945 during the battle of Okinawa.
Another six died at Anzio, and four
others were KIA as flight nurses. How-
ever, no WAC’s lost their lives to enemy
action. Total female deaths during WWII:

ANC 215, WAC 181, Waves 69, NNC
40, WASP 38, for a total of 543

During the Korean War, at the end of
1950, 250 Army nurses were in Korea.
10% of Army nurses worked in evac hos-
pitals, 8% in field hospitals, 7% in instal-
lation hospitals, 5% aboard planes and
ships. The vast majority, 70%, were
attached to MASH (Mobile Army Surgical
Hospital) units. MASH hospitals, set up to
handle 60 or more patients just behind the
front lines, had 17 nurses and 19 doctors.
Surgery could be done quickly, thus saving

lives. Then patients were sent by ambu-
lance or truck to evacuation hospitals.
With 30 nurses and 30 doctors there, they
could treat more than 200 patients.

During the Vietnam War, 6,250 nurses
served in country. The war was a
wrenching experience that persisted long
beyond its aftermath. eight Army nurses
have their names recorded on the Vietnam
Wall: CPT Eleanor Grace Alexander, 2LT
Pamela Dorothy Donovan, 2LT Carol Ann
Elizabeth Drazba, LTC Annie Ruth
Graham, 2LT Elizabeth Ann Jones, CPT
Mary Therese Klinker, 1LT Sharon Ann
Lane and 1LT Hedwig Diane Orlowski.
About 700 WAC’s served in Vietnam
between 1966 and 1972.

When the war erupted in the Persian Gulf
in 1991, some 40,782 U.S. military women
were deployed to the Middle East. At the
time, this was the largest single deployment
of women in U.S. history. Women continue
to forge new roles in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Today’s wars see more and more women
taking up arms against the enemy. 

We have a job to do. The VFW must
get out and bring some, or all of these
female veterans into our midst. They are
a part of our future. The statistics show
more and more women are playing a
bigger role in the military. 

Now all that being said, I wish to thank
all VFW members for all the support I
received in the last two years as the Com-
mander of the 14th District of Michigan.
Thank you, comrades. 

Remember: Keep ’em rolling out to sea.

Bob Whipple
District 15 Commander

DISTRICT 15 REPORT

Greetings Comrades and Sisters of the
15th District,

Time has flown and the year is almost
complete. Spring came early to our area;
the snow was gone by early April, and by
mid-month we had temperatures
approaching 70°F. At this time, it is 10
days until Spring Convention where we
are expecting 100% Post participation.
This is the most important meeting of the
year since it is election time. If you or
someone in your Post is interested in a
District position, contact the incoming
District Commander (assumed) Dan
Caron at DBSanta@charter.net

When you read this, we will be
working toward the 2010-2011 year.
Membership this year was good, but not
as great as hoped for. As of April 15, the
District was at 94.7%, 127 members
short of 100%. Four Posts were at 100%
and five more were over 96%. If you are

interested in where your Post stands
and have Internet service, go to
http://www.vfwkc.org/memstats. This
Web site will give you information on all
of the Posts in the District. 

The District did a great job on hospital
and community service reports. Every Post
in the District was reported. Keep up the
good work and everyone report in May
2010, as this is the first reporting month
for the new District and Post Commanders.

This is going to be short, but at this
time there is nothing that can be said to
alter the 2009-2010 year. In closing, let
me thank all of the members and Posts
that sent get well cards when I broke my
hip. I am up and around and moving
slowly. Each week shows some improve-
ment, but I expect that it will be mid-
summer before I’m moving well.

Thank you for your support this year
and let’s keep moving forward. 

Greetings, Comrades and
Auxiliary Sisters! 

The Grand Commander
wanted to close the year by
thanking all of you who par-
ticipated in supporting the
Grand this year. He also
wanted to thank all of our
fellow Cooties for their hard work and
accomplishments throughout the year.
Without you, the Grand of Michigan
would disappear. 

The VFW was very helpful in sup-
porting the Grand of Michigan with its
projects, but we can’t stop now. We must
continue supporting our programs. Our
VFW National Home trip to Sandusky,
Ohio will have taken place by the time
this goes to press. Please continue to sup-
port our Grand by sending a donation to
our Grand Quartermaster Ernie Pauline. 

82nd Grand of Michigan VFW
National Home Cootie Christmas

Party 2010
Before you know it, our next Cootie

Christmas Party will be upon us. The
Grand of Michigan could always use a
little help with this project. We invite all
members, both VFW and Cooties, to dig
deep into your pockets and support this
great program. Stop by the party and meet
Santa and the kids.

Please when sending your contribution,
make your checks out to: Grand of
Michigan MOC and not the National Home

or the Department of
Michigan. Any donations sent
to the Department of Michigan
and the National Home will not
be forwarded to us. Send dona-
tions to: Ernest A. Paulin,
Grand Quartermaster, 710
Aldrich Street, Linden, MI

48451-9050 Phone: 810-735-7920. 
As our Supreme Commander has stated,

it takes all of us working together to get the
programs completed and recruiting new
members into our great organization. I
know that it can be accomplished with
everyone working together. “I Care, You
Care, We All Care.” Remember – “Keep
’em Smiling in Beds of White.”

The word is respect. His Highness, the
Great Blue Louse, has given us orders to
respect all our comrades at the last
Supreme Convention. 

In closing, the Grand Commander would
like to thank all of the Lousy Cooties out
there who helped to make this a good year
for the Grand. Thanks to the officers and
chairmen for their commitments.

He also would like to thank the Grand
President, Colette Cove, and all the
Ladies of the MOCA for their help and
support. Without it, I don’t believe we
would have done as well as we have. 

“Keep ’em Smiling in Beds of White”

PGC Robert E. Wilson
VFW-Cootie Liaison 

Military Order of the Cootie
“I Care, You Care, We All Care”

Everything seems to be falling in
place for the camping season. We have
hired a new Summer Camp Director,
Ms. Rose Bonk of Grant, Michigan. Ms.
Rose is very qualified as a schoolteacher
with a coaching background and seems
to have a lot of energy with great ideas
for the Camp. Welcome aboard, Rose!!! 

Our boat raffle is moving like a herd
of turtles, but we’re making progress, and
with your help we can make things
happen. I thank all of you that have gen-
erously helped in this endeavor to make
things better at Camp Trotter. In May,
when the new dock is installed on the
lake, you will see the new pontoon boat
that many will enjoy this summer. For
those that could not donate, there are
many other ways to support the Camp and
you will still get a pontoon ride. 

The new renovations are awesome.
Even with the current economic woes,
we have promises of other Auxiliaries
and Districts wanting to help us con-
tinue with them. Please consider
joining them! 

Our Directors cabin needs a major
shakeup. One suggestion we had was to
tear it down and build a multi-unit
building there for staff personnel. Any-
thing’s possible if we work together, but
right now we may just need to fix it up.
The month of May will be the target for
cleanup and we have the dates of the

10th to 20th set for a work party. Please,
any able body that can help, get your
favorite cleaning bucket and come on
up, rake leaves, pick up brush, clean,
paint or help put our new dock together.
We need all the help we can get to keep
the Camp in pristine condition. Also, get
your kids or grandkids to Summer
Camp (ages 7-12). Camping season
starts July 11th. We have checked
around and surmised we are very low
costwise for a week ($185.00) at camp!
Many Posts and Auxiliaries are looking
for children to sponsor for the Youth
Summer Camp at our beautiful Camp
Trotter on Bills Lake.  You can’t even
get day care for that!

Also our Camp Trotter Days (Memo-
rial weekend) and Golf Outing (June 4th)
are coming up. Anybody that can sponsor
a team or help out with prizes, please con-
tact Ernie Meyers at emeyers76@att.net.
You don’t have to be in the VFW or Aux-
iliary to play golf. It would be nice to get
some Men’s Auxiliary teams!

Andy
Conklin
Camp Trotter

Director

CAMP TROTTER

Posts in the 12th that have achieved the
75th Anniversary milestone this year. It is
a great honor to serve our veterans for this
many years. 

Michigan Day at our National Home in
Eaton Rapids will be held on August 1st
this year. Plan to show your support for

these kids and have a good time, too. 
I would like to take this opportunity to

thank every member of District 12 for
helping me to make this past year very suc-
cessful and rewarding. I trust that each of you
will also make the coming year a great suc-
cess for Stan, our incoming District Com-
mander. Keep up the good work. District 12
is one of the best!! “Be All You Can Be”

DISTRICT 12, continued from page 4

Gwizdak joined the VFW in 1977. He
established a distinguished record of
service at the Post, District and Depart-
ment levels. In 1988, he attained the
status of All-American Department Com-
mander, VFW Department of Georgia.

Recognized as a leader in veterans
affairs, Gwizdak received numerous
appointments to national VFW positions
and was elected to the VFW National
Council of Administration in 1990, repre-
senting the Departments of Georgia and

Alabama. In addition to other VFW posi-
tions, he served as the Adjutant/Quarter-
master, VFW Department of Georgia
from December 1992 to October 1998.

He is owner and president of John F.
Gwizdak, Inc., specializing in residential
and commercial construction and sales,
and owner and broker of Builders Realty.
He holds an associate of arts degree in
human resources administration from the
University of the State of New York.
Gwizdak is listed in the 2000 Millennium
edition of Who’s Who in Executives and
Businesses as a veterans advocate.

GWIZDAK, continued from page 1
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As the Department Conven-
tion fast approaches, I would like
to reflect back on this past year. I
thank you all for the hospitality
extended to me and my travel
companions as we visited your
Posts and participated in events.
I have enjoyed the District meet-
ings, parades, banquets and
touring the Veterans Hospitals
and Homes. The Ladies Auxil-
iaries of Michigan do so much in

partnering with the youth and in their communities.
If you were to think back to your elementary school

days, I am sure that you’ll remember playing a “game.”
Well, it wasn’t officially a “game.” It was, however,
something that we as children practiced frequently
while we were in school. It went something like this:
our teacher, Mrs. Smith, didn’t assign any homework,
so I would lean over to Sally and whisper something
like, “Hey, Mrs. Smith hasn’t assigned any homework!
Pass it on.”

Well, I can’t speak for everyone, but I know that my
“Mrs. Smith” caught me more than once “passing it
on” and forced me to tell the whole class. Sometimes it
was embarrassing, and other times, she found out she
didn’t assign us any homework.

But, there were times when we’d see Mrs. Smith
make a breakthrough with the one troubled kid in our
class. Then, the tenor of the “game” changed. We’d say,
“Look at that, Mrs. Smith got Tommy to smile! Pass it
on.” Mrs. Smith was capable of helping Tom change his
life and, without knowing it, Mrs. Smith was able to
“pass it on” by being a friend, a teacher and a mentor.

As I reflect back on my year as Department President
and my six-year tenure climbing through the ranks to
Department President, I think often of that game, “Pass it
on,” and I think of YOU, my Auxiliary Sisters who have
worked so tirelessly in so many ways. Whether you
believe me or not, you have “passed it on” to countless
thousands of our honored Veterans, as well as to me. I
hope that as you start each day, you start it by thinking of
this story and what you can do today to “pass it on.”

It has been a pleasure representing Michigan in my
travels outside of the State. National Mid-Winter was
held in Las Vegas, where the Department Presidents
achieving 90% in membership by December 31st
received their Medallions. I thank the membership of
Michigan for working together to reach this goal. As of
this writing, we are at 97.94% in membership. We con-
tinue to recruit, reinstate and retain members.

Thank you, Past Department Presidents, for your
kind and caring mentoring. Thank you, Department
Chairmen, for promoting all of the Department Pro-
grams and encouraging your Auxiliaries to participate
in these programs. Thank you, District Presidents,
through your leadership, we have accomplished our
goals. Thank you, Auxiliary Presidents, for carrying
out our goals to increase membership, participate in the
programs and most of all, to support our Veterans. 

To Department Sr. Vice President, Patricia, I wish
you much success in this next year. I know your line
officers will support you and you will continue to move
our organization forward.

I thank the Michigan Department Ladies Auxiliary
membership for your love and kindness. It has been a
wonderful sojourn these past six years; the friendships
and memories I have made will fill my heart forever. 

Auxiliary  News
DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT

Jan Meyers 

Hello sisters of the 8th District,
Spring is here and a lot of May

activities are happening. District
meetings, election of officers,
testimonials…and let’s all hope
for some good weather!!!!

In regards to membership, all
Auxiliaries have done a great job
this year. We have many at or

above 100% with the rest so close. Please keep on
working towards 100% – there is still time. 

Thank you again for all of your support and the
opportunity to serve this past year. It was wonderful
visiting each Auxiliary and meeting many of you for
the first time.

Please keep in mind that the Department Convention is
June 24th through June 27th at the Hyatt Regency in
Dearborn, Michigan. There is so much going on and so
much to learn. If you have never attended a Department
Convention, you may be surprised. I hope to see you there. 

I wish all of you a fun and safe summer. Please keep our
troops, families and veterans in your thoughts and prayers.

DISTRICT 8 PRESIDENT Lancea Daly

Leanne Lemley, West Point, Iowa 
National Chaplain
Ladies Auxiliary to the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S.

Leanne Lemley of West
Point, Iowa, was elected
National Chaplain of the
Ladies Auxiliary to the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars
(VFW) of the United States
at its 96th National Conven-
tion in Phoenix, Arizona, on
August 20, 2009. 

She is now in the third of
five offices leading to the
National Presidency, which
she is expected to hold in
2012-2013.

A member of Hartman-
Dawson Auxiliary 1805 in Fort Madison, she started
her participation in the organization in 1964 on the eli-
gibility of her father who served in the U.S. Navy
Seabees during World War II. Her family has always
been very involved in the VFW and Ladies Auxiliary
with her brother a VFW Life Member with Vietnam eli-
gibility, and a son and stepson are VFW members with
Iraq eligibility, as well as two daughters-in-law and two
granddaughters as Ladies Auxiliary members.

She has served as Auxiliary President, District Pres-
ident, 1993-94 State President, and as National
Chairman for the Big Ten Conference on the VFW-
PAC, Safety, Rehabilitation (currently known as Vet-
erans & Family Support), Buddy Poppy, Junior Girls
and Americanism programs. From 1997-99 she served
on the National Council of Administration representing
Iowa and Wisconsin.

She is a graduate of the Burlington Business College
and has worked in accounting and office management for
ADM Elevator, Sweetheart Bakery, Peter Pan Bakery and
Aldi Incorporated. Leanne also served in the Boy Scouts
of America organization in various leadership positions
for 20 years.

She and her husband, Ivan, are both retired. Leanne
enjoys gardening, reading, cooking, sewing, line dancing,
working on the computer and volunteering for her local
senior center, as well as for her VFW Post.

The Lemley family includes four sons and eight
grandchildren.

Dear Sisters of the 6th District, 
I am writing my last letter as

your District President. I would like
to take this opportunity to express
my gratitude to all of you won-
derful ladies of our District. When I
was elected as your President, I had
no idea what this year had in store
for me. I was truly inspired by you
ladies. Your ideas and influences

have, and continue to, shape our great District. 
Please continue to work on membership. It is the back-

bone, and therefore the strength, of our organization.
Please remember to make your new members feel wel-
come and give them a task, so they feel the camaraderie.
Remember when you were new and how you felt. 

Our community service reports are off the charts and
that shows how much we care about our organization.
Remember: we cannot rest on our laurels, our work is
never done. The achievements we have accomplished
this year have brought us closer to our goal. As it says
in our ritual…“let all our actions be for the greater
glory of our cause.” 

Summer is here at last and with it comes our State
Convention, new officers and chairmen. Please give
them the support they need to carry on our purpose,
and we will prosper and continue to thrive. 

I have been humbled by your kindness and gracious-
ness. I have many fond memories to carry with me and
I hope that you will look back and feel the same. My
slogan this year has been “District 6 rocks” – and it
really does. Thank you from the bottom of my heart. 

DISTRICT 6 PRESIDENT Linda Woda

Sisters of District 9,
I wish to thank the

Sheridan Post and Auxiliary
for hosting my last meeting
and installation for the 2010-
2011 off icers on May 2nd.
The District has done well in
membership. I am so proud of
all of you as we moved from

last place to eighth. Everyone worked really hard
on membership, and I want to personally thank all
the Auxiliaries. 

Great job to all the Auxiliaries that got their reports
in on time. Remember to keep track of your activities
for your community service hours, as we still have time
to report them. 

I hope to see you at Summer Convention at the Hyatt
in Dearborn this June. 

DISTRICT 9 PRESIDENT Carley Raleigh

Sisters,
It doesn’t seem possible that the

year is almost over. I have had the
sincere pleasure of visiting and
meeting the amazing women in
our District. I would like to thank
all of you for your kindness and
incredible hard work that you do. I
will have many memories to

cherish as I cherish all of you.
At Jan’s Testimonial dinner, I hope she was able to see

how much we appreciate her and all the hard work that
she put in to her fantastic year. Thank you, Jan, for every-
thing! My Testimonial dinner was absolutely wonderful
and I wish to thank everyone for a wonderful evening.
Thank you to the Hale VFW Post 435 for hosting it and
all the work that went into it.

June will bring the Convention in Dearborn, and I hope
many of you will come to welcome in our new Department
President Pat Patterson and District President Denise
Moore. I wish them the very best for their year.

Thank you again to all my District officers, chairmen
and all the Auxiliary sisters. Last but not least, I thank all
the veterans, past and present. I am grateful for your
service and sincerely appreciate all you have sacrificed.

DISTRICT 11 PRESIDENT
Jane Dady



I am proud to
announce that our
Department of
Michigan VOD
1st Place winner
Alyssa McAlvey,
sponsored by Post
and Auxiliary
5065, District 9,
placed 12th in the
National stand-

ings, and won a $2,500.00 scholarship.
Our Patriot’s Pen 1st Place winner,
Sydney M. Elmer, sponsored by Post and
Auxiliary 4642, District 10, also placed
12th in the National standings and
received a $2,000.00 scholarship. These
girls represented the Department of
Michigan very well on the National level
this year. 

Thank you to the Posts and Auxiliaries

who reached out to the young people in
their communities and offered them the
opportunity to participate in our Program. 

Now is the time to look forward to
next year. Please meet with your VFW
counterpart to plan your program. It is
not too early to provide the information
to your local schools and youth groups.
Give the students the opportunity to have
the summer to perfect their essays. The
2010/2011 theme for the VOD Contest is
“Does My Generation Have a Role in
America’s Future?” and the Patriot’s Pen
theme is “Does Patriotism Still Matter?”

Thank you to VFW Director Patrick
Patterson and committee member Harry
“Les” Croyle for their outstanding lead-
ership in making our program the suc-
cess that it was this year. I am looking
forward to working with Patrick again
next year. 
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Congratulations
chairmen on the
annual reports I
received from your
Auxiliaries. It is
this dedication that
makes our organi-
zation great. I am
looking forward to
the Department of
Michigan Conven-
tion in June.

Remember to bring the small American
flags that you use for your floor work for
the Aisle of Flags. In my last mailing, I
sent the lineup of Districts and Auxiliaries
to follow that morning. Please bring a

copy with you to the Convention. The Dis-
trict Presidents will have the District
number flag in the lineup, so you can find
your place easily.

May 1st is Loyalty Day, a time to recog-
nize the many volunteers that make our
community a great place to live. Honor
the citizens and businesses that fly the
U.S. Flag and the POW-MIA flag every
day. On Memorial Day, participate in a
ceremony to remember and honor our
deceased veterans. June 14th is Flag Day,
your Post and Auxiliary can participate in
a Flag Retirement Ceremony. 

It has been a pleasure to chair this very
important chairmanship and thank you for
all that you do for our veterans.

Barbara
Milewski

AMERICANISM/PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTOR

My year as Dis-
trict 12 President is
rapidly drawing to
a close. For that
reason, I want to
make sure you all
know that I think
the Auxiliaries in
District 12 are

unbelievably wonderful! What all of you
have accomplished this year is nothing
short of a miracle. Each and every one of
you dug in and didn’t let up until you had
reached your goal. I can’t tell you how
impressed I am by your commitment,
your dedication and your willingness to
work above and beyond what your expec-
tations were. Because of all of you, 12
Auxiliaries reached at least 100% in
membership and then, because you con-
tinued to work, District 12 attained
100.12% membership in March of this
year! Congratulations and thank you from
our Membership Chairman Val
Mikkelsen, and me, for “going for the
gold” – you did it in a big way!

You have all made this year one that I
will always remember. I am so grateful for
your many kindnesses, your hospitality,

your words of encouragement and friend-
ship and your support. Visiting each Auxil-
iary during inspection, and seeing so many
of you at District meetings and functions,
have taught me that each Auxiliary is part
of the backbone of our organization. Dis-
trict, Department and National can make
all the changes in rules and Bylaws that we
want, but the changes mean nothing if our
Auxiliaries aren’t on-board and supporting
the changes. You have done that this year,
and I am so proud of District 12.

We will hold our District Convention at
our May meeting and I look forward to
seeing many of you in Kaleva on May 2nd.
I also hope to see a lot of our members at
Department Convention in June. If you
have never been to a Department Conven-
tion, I strongly encourage you to go. I
know that it is a long drive to Detroit, but
sitting in on a Council of Administration
meeting or attending an open meeting is
very interesting and educational. 

Thank you for the wonderful memories
this past year; thank you for allowing me to
be a part of such a warm and loving
“family”; thank you for your suggestions,
your advice and your friendship; and thank
you for being what you are – my sisters.

DISTRICT 12 PRESIDENT Yolanda Lyons

Sisters of the 15th
District,

By the time you
are reading this, the
year will be about
over. I hope to
return from Depart-
ment Convention
with my arms

loaded with awards for the 15th District! It
would be an honor to accept the awards and
it would be a reflection of all the hard work
you have done this year.

Congratulations to all Auxiliary
Achievement winners! It is your willing-
ness to serve America’s veterans, your
loyalty to this organization and your
ability to work together on our programs
that makes each year more successful
than the last. 

Congratulations to the Auxiliaries that
have worked to reach 100% membership

and beyond. It is membership that keeps
our organization strong, and we must
never stop collecting dues or signing up
new and reinstated members.

I want to thank everyone for the kind-
ness and patience given me this last year.
Thank you to the officers and chairmen
that took on their responsibilities and
worked so hard for the 15th District. 

Auxiliary inspections were one of my
favorite parts. It was fun greeting so many
of you and meeting new sisters. I have
had a great year working with all of you
and I hope I have encouraged you to get
out there and make a difference. I look
forward to next year as we continue under
the guidance of our new President,
Elaine, and her officers and chairmen. 

Have a wonderful summer and I wish
you the best both with the Auxiliary and
in your personal lives. God Bless you and
God Bless America.

DISTRICT 15 PRESIDENT Deborah Paavola

VOICE OF DEMOCRACY/PATRIOT’S PEN

Gloria Dobbie

As we wind up
another VFW
year, I cannot
thank all of you
enough for all
your hard work!! 

We have sold
pins, bought tote
bags, played pool,
putted for a pur-
pose, used coins

to “Save the Jugs,” sold theme baskets,
held auctions and teas and every other
fundraiser possible. You have all worked
so hard this year to help Michigan raise
money for Cancer Aid & Research.

I want you to know that the money
you raise does come back to help our
Auxiliary Sisters here in Michigan. As
of March 1, 2010 our sisters in Michigan
have received 145 Cancer Grants for a
total of $63,000. 

As we all head outside after a long winter
– remember your sunscreen!! The sun’s UV
rays can damage your skin in as little as 15

minutes. Put on sunscreen before you go
outside, even on slightly cloudy or cool
days. Don’t forget to put a thick layer on
all parts of exposed skin. Get help for
hard-to-reach places like your back.

CDC (Center for Disease Control) rec-
ommends easy options for sun protection:

• Use sunscreen with a sun protective
factor (SPF) 15 or higher, and both
UVA and UVB protection.

• Wear clothing to protect exposed skin.
• Wear a hat with a wide brim to

shade the face, head, ears and neck.
• Wear sunglasses that wrap around

and block as close to 100% of both
UVA and UVB rays as possible.

• Seek shade, especially during
midday hours.

We will be having theme baskets
again at Department Convention. Stop
by the Cancer booth and see what there
is for you to win!

I look forward to seeing you all at
Department Convention June 24-27
in Dearborn.

Deb Eernisse

CANCER AID & RESEARCH

SUPPORT
OUR

TROOPS
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WASHINGTON, April 20, 2010 – The
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S. is
backing legislation introduced today by
Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.) to create a
veterans jobs bill to help ease the ram-
pant unemployment rate among Iraq and
Afghanistan veterans.

“The nation’s economy is showing
signs of improvement, but the unemploy-
ment rate of current war veterans is
accelerating in the wrong direction,” said
VFW National Commander Thomas J.
Tradewell, Sr., of Sussex, Wis. “We
believe Senator Murray’s bill will help
address many of those concerns and
impediments to employment.”

According to the Department of Labor,
there are more than 1.1 million unem-
ployed veterans, a quarter-million of
whom are Iraq and Afghanistan veterans,
with unemployment rates of 30.2 percent
for age 24 and younger, and 17.9 percent
for ages 25 to 34. The national unemploy-
ment average is just below 10 percent.

In testimony last week before the House
Veterans Affairs Subcommittee on Eco-
nomic Opportunity, the VFW said Wash-
ington cannot solve the veterans’
unemployment epidemic alone, but Wash-
ington can – and must – do a better job of
selling veterans to corporate America.

“The federal government must become
a veteran’s greatest cheerleader,” said
Tradewell, who is very supportive of
Murray’s bill to expand counseling,
training and placement services, as well
as entrepreneurial opportunities, because

“veterans hire veterans.”
The VFW also wants federal incentives

increased to entice more businesses to
hire more veterans. 

One such incentive, for example,
would be to double the $2,400 and
$4,800 Work Opportunity Tax Credit for
businesses who hire veterans and dis-
abled veterans, respectively, as well as
eliminate the program’s five-year
window that currently excludes 765,000
unemployed veterans from being eligible.

In addition, the VFW national com-
mander wants America’s veterans who are
in the corporate world to use their veteran
status as a bully pulpit to push “Veterans
First” in boardrooms across the country.

“A young platoon sergeant or lieutenant
is in a foreign country right now helping a
small community get back on its feet – and
they are doing it in a different language and
armed primarily with the common sense in
their head and the people skills they
learned in the military. Just imagine what
that can-do attitude could bring to
America’s business community if just
given a chance,” said Tradewell. 

“Our greatest generation returned home
from World War II to become the scientists,
scholars and captains of industry who led
our nation’s tremendous era of growth in the
second half of the 20th century. That is
exactly what America’s newest greatest gen-
eration is capable of, and it all begins with
one job and one employer who believes that
those we entrust to protect our nation can
also be trusted to run their companies.”

VFW Urges Passage of Veterans Jobs Bill
Corporate America the key to stemming 
rampant unemployment rate

WASHINGTON, April 13, 2010 –
With the Senate passage of HR 4887
last night, all military TRICARE pro-
grams will soon be recognized as
meeting minimum essential coverage
standards under the new national
healthcare law, according to the national
commander of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the U.S. 

Though a great victory for more than 9
million military families and retirees,
Thomas J. Tradewell, Sr. cautioned against
celebrating until the House acts on S.
3162, which was introduced by Senate Vet-
erans Affairs Committee Chairman Daniel
Akaka (D-HI) to recognize and protect all
VA healthcare programs, too.

“There are a few more parts to this
mission, which won’t be complete until
the House passes S. 3162 and the presi-
dent signs both bills,” he said.

The VFW has been aggressively
working since mid-March to ensure the
new national healthcare law recognizes
and protects all the healthcare programs
provided by the Departments of Defense
and Veterans Affairs.

“National healthcare will help many vet-
erans who are ineligible for DoD or VA
care,” said Tradewell, a combat-wounded
Vietnam veteran from Sussex, Wisconsin,
“but missing from the original legislation
was language that specifically recognized
all military TRICARE and VA programs as
meeting minimum essential coverage stan-
dards. That meant standalone legislation
was required to protect all the healthcare
programs provided by the nation’s two
largest federal departments.”

House Armed Services Committee

Chairman Ike Skelton (D-MO) was the first
to act with the introduction of H.R. 4887.
His bill was necessary because the national
healthcare legislation, as written, only rec-
ognized TRICARE for Life, and excluded a
half dozen other TRICARE programs, as
well as the health plan provided to DoD non-
appropriated fund employees. H.R. 4887
passed unanimously 403-0. Senate Armed
Service Personnel Subcommittee Chairman
Jim Webb (D-VA) quickly introduced S.
3148 as a companion to Skelton’s H.R.
4887, which cleared the Senate last night. 

Senate VA Committee Chairman
Daniel Akaka (D-HI) introduced S. 3162
to recognize and protect all VA programs.
His bill remains necessary because the
national healthcare legislation, as written,
only recognizes veterans covered under
chapter 17 of Title 38, and excludes other
Title 38 recipients, to include widows
and dependent children. S. 3162 passed
the Senate March 26, but has yet to move
to a vote in the House.

“Bill language is extremely important
because it becomes the law of the land,”
said Tradewell, who applauded the efforts
of Skelton, Webb and Akaka, as well as
Senate VA Committee ranking member
Richard Burr (R-NC), House VA Com-
mittee ranking member Steve Buyer
(R-IN), and House Armed Services
Committee ranking member Buck
McKeon (R-CA).

“The VFW salutes these true cham-
pions in Congress for ensuring all the
hard earned DoD and VA healthcare pro-
grams for America’s veterans, service
members and their families are protected
in writing.”

Senate Passes TRICARE Protections
House action still needed to recognize VA healthcare

Members of Girl Scout Troop 10036, with the support of the Cherryland VFW Post
2780 and Ladies Auxiliary, sent over 1,000 boxes of Girl Scout Cookies to members
of the 1434th Combat Engineers stationed in Iraq.

Girl Scout Cookies for the Troops

Kansas City, MO, March 16, 2010 –
For the third consecutive year, dedicated
supporters have stepped forward to honor
America’s men and women in uniform,
raising almost $500,000 for the VFW
Unmet Needs program. 

Launched by Burger King Franchisee
Mike DeRosa in 2007, the “buy a
burger; donate a buck” campaign netted
a respectable $110,000 in donations for
the military and family grant support
program. Since then, participating inde-
pendent Burger King Franchisees have
doubled contributions each year to the
VFW Foundation. In 2008, the second
year of the program, they raised
$250,000 during its “buy a burger;
donate a buck” effort. When you add in
the almost $500,000 raised this year, the
total for three years is over $850,000!

“Their gifts to the Unmet Needs pro-
gram, has assisted hundreds of military
families who are confronted with emer-
gent financial needs. Their continued
generosity enables the VFW to continue
to assist our nation’s military families

when they need it most. This is an
incredible demonstration of love and
support for members of our armed
forces. We are so appreciative of
everyone who helped in this great
endeavor,” stated Thomas J. Tradewell,
Sr., VFW Commander-in-Chief.

Participating states included:
Alaska, Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas,
California, Florida, Illinois, Indiana,
Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland,
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri,
Nebraska, New Jersey, North Dakota,
Ohio, South Dakota and Wisconsin.

The VFW Unmet Needs program pro-
vides emergency financial assistance to
U.S. military service members experi-
encing financial hardships, often brought
on by deployment. Funds from donations
are available to the five branches of
service (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines
and Coast Guard), as well as members of
the Reserves and National Guard. Funds
awarded by the program are offered in the
form of grants – not loans – so recipients
don’t need to repay them. 

Burger King Campaign to Assist
VFW Unmet Needs Program
Nets $500,000
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On February 20th, VFW Post 4076
Chelsea hosted an awards pizza party for
its VOD and Patriot’s Pen winners, their
families and friends. Trophies, plaques,
certificates and other small prizes were
awarded to all the winners in the Voice of
Democracy and Patriot’s Pen programs. 

The Voice of Democracy winners were:
1st Place, Melanie Burchett, 12th Grade; 2nd
Place, David Straub, 12th Grade; 3rd Place,
Jennifer Craig, 10th grade. The Patriot’s Pen
winners were: 1st Place, Erinjen Lin, 8th
grade; 2nd Place, Maya Pifer, 8th grade; 3rd
Place, Katie Christie, 8th grade.

VFW Post 702 and its Auxiliary are always there to support youth programs and organ-
izations in any way we can. On April 6, 2010, we were honored to present Sean
MacKellar of the newly formed Cub Scout Pack 3389, a new American flag and stand.
We wish them well.

Due to the increased demands by WWII
veterans, history buffs, teachers and others
to return to the WWII European Theater
areas, a September 8th departure has been
added to the tours already being escorted
by Dr. and Mrs. Brooks Ranney of
Yankton, South Dakota. 

The June tour is now sold out and
there are a few seats remaining on the
July 13th departure.

This is the seventh year that WWII Vet-
eran Dr. Brooks Ranney and his wife, Vi,

have escorted these groups. They will
visit Paris, all the Beaches of Normandy,
Eisenhower’s headquarters in Reims,
Patton’s Grave near Luxembourg City, the
Battle of the Bulge area in Belgium, Ger-
many with the Remagen Bridge, an after-
noon  Rhine River cruise, the Dachau
Memorial Camp and Hitler’s Eagles Nest.
If you wish to travel with the Ranneys,
please call their home 605-665-3596
today for a colorful brochure. WWII Vet-
erans always receive a $200 discount.

What: Come and join us as we cele-
brate the grand opening of our new
THRIFT STORE. The store is dedicated
to helping veterans and their families
with food, housing, job placement assis-
tance, clothing, etc. The day’s event will
include a presentation of the colors by
MVF’s own Color Guard. In addition,
there will be lots of refreshments. 

Who: The Michigan Veterans Founda-
tion (MVF) is a nonprofit agency whose
overall objective is to fill the gaps that
currently exist in providing services to
Michigan’s veterans. MVF’s main project
is the Detroit Veterans Center – a well-
planned and well-supported community
effort. The Foundation has been asked to
expand its services to several other cities
in Michigan, and currently has plans to
open other facilities strategically located
throughout the State of Michigan.

The Michigan Veterans Foundation is

transforming homeless veterans into
independent wage earners and taxpayers
who will have a positive impact on their
community, state and nation. These once
homeless patriots are rejoining the com-
munity, which called upon them to pre-
serve the freedoms that we all enjoy.

The MVF operates a transitional
housing facility and resource center. The
facility provides the skills and confi-
dence needed for homeless veterans to
break the cycle of homelessness and
return to independent living. This
includes the specific goals of residential
stability, increased skill level, increased
income and greater self-determination
to obtain and maintain self-sufficiency.

When: Saturday, May 1, 2010 from
11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.

Where: MVF Thrift Store, located at
4780 Cornfield Drive, Cedar Springs,
MI 49319

Greetings Comrades and fellow Men’s
Auxiliary members, 

My name is Matthew Koutz. I am a
member of the Fred E. Richards VFW Post
3055 Men’s Auxiliary. 

At the Mid-Winter Conference in Jan-
uary, the Men’s Auxiliary Department
Liaison, Jim Niner, asked for a volunteer
to write an article to be included in the
MOV each edition. I volunteered. I am cur-
rently the Secretary for our Auxiliary here
in St. Louis, but have also served as Chap-
lain and President in past years. 

I am hoping that this article will serve as a
way that the Men’s Auxiliaries from

throughout the state can communicate what is
happening in their respective Posts and areas.
If there is anything going on at your Posts or
in your community that would be of signifi-
cance to other Posts and Auxiliaries, please
e-mail me. I don’t want this article to just be
an advertisement section, but it can be helpful
to other Posts and Auxiliaries to know what
types of events are happening in other areas. 

Please don’t hesitate to share your sto-
ries of success, and possibly, failures. We
can all learn from mistakes. My e-mail
address is mkoutz@hotmail.com. You can
also send the information to Jim Niner at
jimniner@sbcglobal.net

Men’s Auxiliary

September Departure Added 
to WWII Tours

Michigan Veterans Foundation/
MVF Thrift Store

Chelsea Post 4076 Honors 
Voice of Democracy 
and Patriot’s Pen Winners

Pictured, L-R: Melanie Burchett, Maya Pifer, Katie Christie, David Straub,
Commander Chuck Reed and Erinjen Lin.

VFW Post 702 Donates Flag
to Cub Scout Pack

Pictured, L-R: Ron Oakes, Commander; Sean MacKellar; Joan Broek; Sonya
VanValkenburg; and Douglas Broek, member of 702 and District 8 Commander.
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Amend the National Bylaws of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the US,
Article V, first sentence of Section 516(b)
by striking out the title “Service Officer”
and inserting the title of “Certified Vet-
erans Advocate”.

Amend the Manual of Procedure to the
National Bylaws of the Veterans of For-
eign Wars of the US, Article V, first sen-
tence of Section 516 by striking out the
title “Service Officer” and inserting the

title “Certified Veterans Advocate”.
Amend the Manual of Procedure to

the National Bylaws of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars of the US, Article V, and
Section 518(a) (11) by striking out title
of “Service Officer” and inserting the
title “Certified Veterans Advocate”.
First sentence strike out the title of “The
Department Service Office” and
inserting the title “The Department Cer-
tified Veterans Advocate.”

Brig. General Burton Francisco (R) presents Post Commander Mike Smith and
Ladies Auxiliary Sr. Vice President Gayle Smith with the Outstanding Center of
Influence award.

Section 1. The Budget & Finance
Committee shall submit the proposed
budget for the ensuing year to the
Council of Administration at least seven
(7) days prior to its July meeting. The
budget must be adopted or altered and
adopted by the Council of Administra-
tion at its July meeting following the
Department Convention and after such
adoption, cannot be changed, except by
three fourths (3/4) vote of the Council
of administration at a regular meeting at
which two thirds (2/3) of its entire mem-
bership is present. No transfer of funds
from any portion of the budget can be
made except by the same procedure. No
proposition involving either expenditure
or receipt of funds by the Department
can be acted upon by the Council of
Administration before approval of the
Budget & Finance Committee, except
by a three fourths (3/4) vote of the
Council of Administration members
present at a regular or special meeting
and all bills shall be approved, disap-
proved or referred without recommen-
dation by the Budget & Finance
Committee before the Council of
Administration shall act on them.

Section 2. The Council of Adminis-
tration shall hold not more than eight
(8) nor less than four (4) regular meet-
ings per year. The first to be called by
the Department Commander immedi-
ately following the installation of
Department Off icers following the
adjournment of the State Convention
and the second to be called by the
Department Commander prior to the
last Sunday in July at such time and
place as he may designate and the last
meeting shall be held in the next con-
vention city on the day prior to the offi-
cial opening of that State Convention.
All other meetings shall be held at the
time and place designated by the
Department Commander. The Adjutant
shall give, or cause to be given, all
members of the Council of Administra-
tion written notice, at least ten (10) days
prior to each meeting, as to time and
place. Special meetings may be called in
accordance with the provisions of the
National By-Laws and Manual of Pro-
cedure. In all cases of special meetings,
notice of the Council of Administration
members shall be sent as outlined above
and shall specify the purpose of such
special meeting.

Section 3. Any contract entered into
by the Council of Administration,
extending beyond the next Convention,
shall be subject to ratification, modifica-
tion or cancellation as regards to all
phases of such contracts which extend
beyond the Convention.

Insert “Quartermaster, with the assis-
tance of the” after the word the in the first
line of Article XIII, Section 1 to comply
with the National By-Laws Article V, Sec-
tion 518 (a)(4)(k). 

Delete “its July meeting” from the
third line of Article XIII, Section 1 and
replace it with “the first scheduled
Council of Administration meeting”.

Delete “July” from the seventh line of
Article XIII, Section 1 and replace it with
“first scheduled meeting.”

Delete “its entire membership”
after the word of in Article XIII, Sec-
tion 1, line 11 and insert “the
Council” in its place.

Delete “The first to be called” from the

third line of Article XIII, Section 2 and
replace it with “Effective June 27, 2010
and each year thereafter the first
Council meeting will be called.”

Insert a period (.) after the word
Convention on the seventh line of
Article XIII, Section 2 and delete
“and the second to be called by the
Department Commander prior to the
last Sunday in July at such time and
place as he may designate and” capi-
talize the word “The” to begin the
next sentence. 

Article XIII Council of Administration
shall read as follows:

Section 1. The Quartermaster with
the assistance of the Budget & Finance
Committee shall submit the proposed
budget for the ensuing year to the
Council of Administration at least seven
(7) days prior to the first scheduled
Council of Administration meeting.
The budget must be adopted or altered
and adopted by the Council of Adminis-
tration at its first scheduled meeting
following the Department Convention
and after such adoption, cannot be
changed, except by three fourths (3/4)
vote of the Council of Administration at
a regular meeting at which two thirds
(2/3) of the Council is present. No
transfer of funds from any portion of the
budget can be made except by the same
procedure. No proposition involving
either expenditure or receipt of funds by
the Department can be acted upon by
the Council of Administration before
approval of the Budget & Finance Com-
mittee, except by a three fourths (3/4)
vote of the Council of Administration
members present at a regular or special
meeting and all bills shall be approved,
disapproved or referred without recom-
mendation by the Budget & Finance
Committee before the Council of
Administration shall act on them.

Section 2. The Council of Adminis-
tration shall hold not more than eight
(8) nor less than four (4) regular meet-
ings per year. Effective June 27, 2010
and each year thereafter the first
Council meeting will be called by the
Department Commander immediately
following the installation of Depart-
ment Off icers following the adjourn-
ment of the State Convention. The last
meeting shall be held in the next con-
vention city on the day prior to the
off icial opening of that State Conven-
tion. All other meetings shall be held
at the time and place designated by the
Department Commander. The Adju-
tant shall give, or cause to be given,
all members of the Council of Admin-
istration written notice, at least ten
(10) days prior to each meeting, as to
time and place. Special meetings may
be called in accordance with the pro-
visions of the National By-Laws and
Manual of Procedure. In all cases of
special meetings, notice of the
Council of Administration members
shall be sent as outlined above and
shall specify the purpose of such spe-
cial meeting.

Section 3. Any contract entered into
by the Council of Administration,
extending beyond the next Convention,
shall be subject to ratification, modifica-
tion or cancellation as regards to all
phases of such contracts which extend
beyond the Convention.

Section 1 after the first paragraph
insert paragraph two as follows:

Districts shall hold at least two (2) reg-
ular meetings per year, one of which shall
be for the purpose of promoting schools
of instruction for Post officers. In addi-
tion, the Districts shall hold a District
Convention not less than ten (10) days

nor more than seventy-five (75) days prior
to the convening of the Department Con-
vention for the purpose of electing offi-
cers and for the transaction of business.

The intent of this Bylaw change is to
allow those Districts within heavy snow
areas to avoid dangerous driving condi-
tions during the winter months.

Proposed Amendment 
to the National Bylaws 
and Manual of Procedure Title Change

Article VI – Districts

Maple City VFW Post 2406
Honored by 351St ASB

On Saturday, March 20, VFW Post
2406 was honored by the 351st ASB out
of Grand Ledge at their Freedom Salute
Ceremony. They nominated Mike Andi as
their Outstanding Center of Influence for

their deployment. A mosaic picture of the
flag was presented by Brig. General
Burton Francisco. Each piece of the
mosaic has something on it pertaining to
the National Guard. 

Article XIII
Council of Administration

On April 7, 2010, during the Post meeting, members of Post 6756 recognized and
gave honor to their 2009-2010 Firefighter of the Year. 

VFW Post 6756 Honors 
their Firefighter of the Year

Post Commander Gerald Gorski presents Post Firefighter of the Year, Matthew
Haskins, with his award.
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After switching from a fall schedule to
a spring date, the Day of Challenges got
underway again at the Michigan Tech
Univ. Student Development Center in
Houghton on March 20, 2010. Under the
new leadership of Lt. Col. Jim Spence,
MTU ARMY ROTC, and coordinated by
Cadet Katy Hill, another flawless event
was accomplished. Both are new to this
project and they were quite impressed
with the overall scope of the entire event
and are to be commended for their efforts.

Once again, the Day of Challenges high-
lighted one of the VFW’s primary goals of
working with other groups and organiza-
tions to help further the development of our
youth. For physical fitness, it tested stu-
dents with push-ups, sit-ups and a 400-
meter run. The skills event tested abilities in
sports, teamwork and overall coordination
and focus. Students ran a timed obstacle
course and a leadership reaction course that
tested the group’s cohesiveness and mental
agility. Each team was assigned a MTU
ROTC cadet to encourage and guide the
students through the events. The overall
favorite of the students, by far, was in the
diving pool, with the high board confidence
jump being the most daring event. State
Commander Dave Hutson declined the
offer to take the 10 meter plunge, keeping
intact the long standing tradition of the
Dept. Reps. being outdone by a 5th grader.

The overall winner in the junior divi-
sion was the girl’s team from the Chassell

Township school. In the senior division it
was the L.L. Wright school of Ironwood.
For overall individual achievement the
Iron Man trophy was won by Dylan
Prescott and the Iron Woman trophy went
to Ashley Geesey. A total of 27 teams par-
ticipated, representing about 170 students.
The team that traveled the furthest was
again from White Cloud, near Newaygo.

I thank MTU for allowing us to use
their facility again, the Army and Air
Force ROTC cadre for all their prepara-
tion and hard work, Michigan Dept. of
VFW and Auxiliaries, and all the Posts
and Auxiliary that support this program
with their generous donations each year. I
also thank the members of the 15th Dis-
trict who helped and attended, with spe-
cial thanks to the South Range Post 6165
Auxiliary and Calumet Post 5600 Auxil-
iary for cooking and serving the meal at
the awards ceremony. 

I look forward to continued VFW sup-
port and participation for next year’s
event, which is tentatively scheduled for
March 19, 2011.

Comrades, 
I would like to tell you about the Board of

Managers and the two Veterans Homes in
our great State of Michigan. First, the Board
of Managers was created by Public Act 152
of 1895. The Board exercises certain regula-
tory and governance authority regarding
admission and member affairs at Michigan’s
two State Veteran Homes. They also repre-
sent the interest of the veterans community
in both advisory and advocacy roles. The
Board Members are appointed by the Gov-
ernor, with the advice and consent of the
Senate, to serve six (6) year terms. Members
of the Board of Managers consist of:

(2) Veterans of Foreign Wars – PSC
Richard “Chic” LaFave from (Gwinn) and
PSC Ernie Meyers, Sr. from (Charlotte)

(2) The American Legion – PSC Bill
Coffey from (Lanes) and PSC Gary
Veldman from (Muskegon)

(1) Disabled American Veterans – PSC
Gerald Cool from Adrian

AMVETS – PSC Mary Wilseck from
Livonia

Independent – David E. Hall from
Rock (Upper Peninsula)

The Grand Rapids Home for Veterans
is home for just over 700 residents.

• Domiciliary (ambulatory) – 140 beds
available, 64% filled at present.

• Nursing Care – 618 beds available,
94% filled at present.

* Average assigned nursing beds 610*
The D.J. Jacobetti Home for Veterans,

located in Marquette, houses 240 residents.
• Domiciliary (ambulatory) – 58 beds

available, 15.52% filled at present.
• Nursing Care – 182 beds available,

98.90% filled at present.
**The entire Home should be com-

pletely renovated by fiscal year end
2010**

Special Note: The Board of Managers is
being apprised of the need to increase the
“Special Needs” area at both homes. The

nursing care is on the rise at both locations.
The area around the courtyard at the Grand
Rapids Home could be the site for a new
wing to accommodate the “Special Needs.”
Comrades, you may be called on to help
make this project a reality.

In Fiscal Year 2010, the Department of
Management and Budget (DMB), was
directed to cut $1.1 million from the two
homes. This directive came directly from
our State Legislature and was approved by
the Governor. Further, we have been
directed to forecast a three (3) year budget
through Fiscal Year 2012 with a 10% reduc-
tion. This comrades, cuts the two homes’
budgets by 12% over the next four years.
This is totally unacceptable. We need you to
contact your State Senators and State Rep-
resentatives to solidify the budgets of our
State Veterans Homes so that we do not
infringe on the health care needs of our Vet-
erans. Thank you for your support over this
past year and your continued support to
assist the veterans at the Grand Rapids and
the D.J. Jacobetti homes.

Finally, the Veterans of Foreign Wars
and its Ladies Auxiliary leads the charge
in volunteer organizations when it comes
to volunteer hours and donations. Thank
you, from the two Home Administrators
and the Board of Managers.

REMINDER: The Board of Managers
meetings are open to the public. You are
welcome to attend any meeting. Next
meetings scheduled are being held at the
Grand Rapids Home for Veterans on
Wednesday, May 26th and Wednesday,
July 21st, starting at 9:00 a.m. Always call
in advance (Grand Rapids Home for Vet-
erans: 1-616-364-5300) for any possible
date/time changes. 

PSC Ernie Meyers, Sr. and 
PSC Chic LaFave
Michigan State Veterans Homes 
Board of Managers

Kansas City, MO,
March 8, 2010 – The win-
ners of the VFW and
Ladies Auxiliary spon-
sored “Voice of Democ-
racy” (VOD) audio-essay
competition and the
“Patriot’s Pen” essay com-
petition were announced
late yesterday afternoon
during the VFW National
Legislative/Voice of
Democracy/Senior Vice Commander
Meeting in Washington, D.C. 

The VOD program celebrated its 63rd
year with this year’s theme, “Does
America Still Have Heroes?” The 1st
Place winner, Madison Mullen, spon-
sored by Post 3297 out of Delaware,
Ohio, received an all-expense-paid trip
to Washington, D.C., where she was pre-
sented with the T.C. Selman Memorial
Scholarship award in the amount of
$30,000. The 2nd Place winner, Anthony
Zendejas IV, sponsored by Post 239 out
of Bremerton, Washington, received the
$16,000 Charles Kuralt Memorial Schol-
arship Award. The 3rd Place winner,
Lena Savell, sponsored by Post 12057
out of San Juan, Puerto Rico, received
the $10,000 VFW Scholarship Award.
All other state winners received at least a
$1,000 college scholarship. Just over
50,000 students participated in this
year’s competition. 

The Patriot’s Pen program is designed

to foster patriotism by allowing students
the opportunity to express their opinions
on democracy based on an annual theme,
this year’s being, “When is the Right
Time to Honor Our Military Heroes?”
The 1st place winner, Abigail Barnard,
sponsored by Post 7385 out of Mesquite,
Nevada, received an all-expense-paid trip
to Washington, D.C., where she received
a $10,000 savings bond and trophy during
a special luncheon. The 2nd Place winner,
Nora Faris, sponsored by Post 5649 out of
Concordia, Missouri, will receive an
$8,000 savings bond and glass plaque.
The 3rd Place winner, Ariela Rivkin,
sponsored by Post 1429 out of Teaneck,
New Jersey, will receive a $7,000 savings
bond and glass plaque. Wood plaques will
be sent to all of the sponsoring Posts’
Department headquarters for presentation
during their respective Department Con-
vention or other appropriate ceremony. A
total of 109,465 students participated in
this year’s competition.

Kansas City, MO, March 4, 2010 – The
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Founda-
tion announced today that it has received a
$100,000 gift from the Lynde and Harry
Bradley Foundation in support of its Voice
of Democracy student essay contest.

Each year, more than 65,000 U.S. stu-
dents (grades 9-12) from public, private,
parochial and home schools, research,
write and record an essay based on a
patriotic theme. 

Winners advance from their local geo-
graphic areas to state, then national
levels, all the while earning money for
educational scholarships. The national
winner is awarded a $30,000 prize. 

Currently, 70,000 teachers/counselors
receive informational materials relating
to the Voice of Democracy program. 

The donation from the Bradley Founda-
tion will be used to increase distribution to
approximately 350,000 teachers and school
counselors across the United States,
thereby dramatically expanding student
participation in the scholarship contest.

Daniel M. Shea, the Executive Director
of the VFW Foundation, stated: “We are
extremely grateful for the Bradley Founda-
tion’s commitment to our nations’ youth. 

Their generosity will allow us to reach
thousands of more American school-
children, thus providing them an opportu-
nity to become involved in the VFW’s
Voice of Democracy program, and will

ultimately lead them to a better under-
standing of democracy and a lifetime of
responsible citizenship.”

“We are proud to be involved with such
a worthwhile program. Our Foundation
strongly supports activities to educate
youth in such worthwhile principles,” said
Daniel P. Schmidt, the Bradley Founda-
tion’s Director of Program. 

“Our involvement emphasizes that the
Bradley Foundation is committed to edu-
cation, especially civics and history cur-
riculums,” he added. 

The VFW Foundation, is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit and the official charity of its
parent organization, the VFW (America’s
oldest major combat veterans group). 

Its mission is to support non-political
programs that secure, manage and dis-
tribute resources to improve the lives of
veterans, military service personnel,
their families and communities. Please
visit http://www.vfwfoundation.org
for more information.

The Lynde and Harry Bradley Foun-
dation is a private, independent grant-
making organization based in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Its grants support research and educa-
tional projects, programs and other activ-
ities that effectively further the founding
Bradley brothers’ philanthropic intent and
honor their legacy. More information can
be found at http://www.bradleyfdn.org/

DAY OF CHALLENGES
Robert
Paavola

Day of Challenges
Director

Board of Managers and Veterans Homes

VFW Announces 2009-2010
National Voice of Democracy and
Patriot’s Pen Essay Contest Winners

Lynde and Harry Bradley Foundation
Donates $100,000 to 
VFW Foundation’s Voice of Democracy
Student Essay Contest
“To secure, manage and distribute resources to support veterans,
active duty personnel, Guard and Reserve, their families and communities.”
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116-BAD AXE 
DIBBLE, THOMAS – 61 – USA/VIETNAM
KUBACKI, IRWIN – 83 – USA/WWII
134-DEARBORN 
MIKULINSKI, STEVE – 88 – USAF/WWII
203-BERVILLE 
SANDULA, CARL – 81 – USN/WWII
345-REDFORD 
WHITTON, GILES G. – 83 – USN/WWII
565-BATTLE CREEK
BARNES, FRANKLIN R. – 83 – USAAF/WWII
CRANE, CLARENCE – 87 – USN/WWII
FAIRCHILD, ROBERT – 87 – USA/WWII
PAULSON, FREDERICK J. – 85 – USA/WWII
PERKINS, JOHN P. – 88 – USA/WWII
WHITE, HARRY M. – 92 – USA/WWII
607-ROGERS CITY
DAGNER, FREDERICK D. – 87 – USMC/WWII
HILLA, EUGENE J. – 83 – USN/WWII
JOHNSTON, JAMES E. – 64 – USN/VIETNAM
LA LONDE, LARRY E. – 65 – USA/VIETNAM
701-LANSING 
BUCHEL, RONALD C. – 79 – KOREA
COSTELLO, PAUL J. – 84 – USA/WWII
HOWARD, IVAN R. – 83 – USA/WWII
HUGGER, LLOYD J. – 88 – USA/WWII
MITCHELL, NORVAL J. – 82 – USN/WWII
ROACH, LAWRENCE – 62 – USA/VIETNAM
1136-WYANDOTTE 
WOLKINS, RICHARD L. – 88 – USN/WWII
1137-BENTON HARBOR 
CHAPMAN, ROBERT R. – 86 – USA/WWII
GARDNER, HILLARD – 88 – USA/WWII
URCH, WALTER – 82 – USMC/WWII
VLADIC, ROBERT L. – 77 – USA/WWII
WELLS, ROBERT V. – 80 – USN/WWII
1138-MONROE 
BANNING, JAMES M. – 84 – USN/WWII
BARRON, ROBERT – 75 – USA/KOREA
BIALKO, DAVID L. – 90 – USN/WWII
BUSSELL, DARROLD – 83 – USMC/WWII/KOREA
CIACELLI, JOE H. – 83 – USA/WWII
FRAZER, DEAN – 75 – USN
MARTELL, RAYMOND – 88 – USA/WWII
MOORE, CHARLES – 80 – USA/WWII
RAY, ROBERT W. – 83 – USMC/WWII
1146-ST. CLAIR SHORES 
AULA, GORDON M. – 84 – USN/KOREA
BRUNE, ANTHONY J. – 90 – USA/WWII
FORNESS, JOHN W. – 89 – USA/WWII
MACKENZIE, BRUCE W. 
MOORHATCH, MURRAY F. – 86 – USA/WWII
SEDLAR, STEPHEN W. – 76 – USMC/KOREA
TOMICH, WALTER S. – 87 – USA/WWII
VETRANO, JOSEPH – 84 – USA/WWII
1153-CHARLEVOIX 
OLACH, VINCENT – 81 –
USA/WWII/KOREA/VIETNAM
1224-HAMBURG 
FRASER, THOMAS W. – 89 – USA/WWII
1278-DETROIT 
BAUBLIN, NICHOLIS C. – 85 – WWII
BENTOSKE, DONALD J. – 89 – USA/WWII
CONVERSE, JACK A. – 83 – USN/WWII
LANG, ROBERT P. – 83 – USMC/WWII/KOREA
1329-HART 
MC CULLEY, LEO II – 78 – USA/KOREA
REEDS, HARVEY – 88 – USA/WWII
WOODBURY, NEIL – 82 – USA/WWII
1355-STURGIS 
HARVEY, GENE – 81 – USA/WWII
HOVARTER, LARRY – 79 – USA/KOREA
JORDAN, DAVID W. – 79 – USAF/KOREA
LARGE, RICHARD – 85 – USN/WWII
SCROGHAM, GENE – 61 – USMC/VIETNAM
SEYBERT, PHILLIP – 85 – USN/WWII
1407-FERNDALE 
ANDERSON, KENNETH H. – 84 – USA/WWII
1452-CLIO 
BRYAN, KEITH E. – 86 – USA/WWII
GIBSON, JAMES W. – 79 – USA/KOREA
NORTON, EDWIN E. – 84 – USA/WWII
1454-ALMA 
CAMPBELL, ROBERT – 87 – USA/WWII
CERNY, JOHN – 88 – USN/WWII
JENNINGS, HOMER – 78 – USN/KOREA
1566-SAGINAW 
STARK, RICHARD – 78 – USN/KOREA/VIETNAM
1669-ROYAL OAK 
CHOPP, JOHN – 82 – USMC/KOREA
COLLINS, CLARENCE – 84 – USN/WWII

1794-MT. CLEMENS 
DE POORTER, GARY 
FEKIN, ARTHUR – USA/WWII
KENNEDY, ROBERT – USMC/WWII
MC DONALD, DOTTY 
MILLER, DAN 
1855-DOWAGIAC 
DARR, EDWIN R. – 82 – USN/WWII
1859-SAGINAW 
WIZNER, LEO P. – 88 – USMC/WWII
2107-DEARBORN 
RYAN, BUEL – 88 – USA/WWII
2144-HOLLAND 
HEIN, DONALD A. – 88 – USAF/WWII
KNOLL, JAMES – 85 – USN/WWII
LOWER, MILTON – 82 – USA/WWII
NELSON, WILLARD – 85 – USN/WWII
2269-WIXOM 
DERNBERGER, WENDELL J. – 77 – USA/KOREA
2292-EDMORE 
PALMER, RALPH – 89 – USA/WWII
2406-CHARLOTTE 
WESEMAN, SIDNEY E. – 88 – USAAC/WWII
2496-ALPENA 
ACKLEY, OTIS R. – 84 – USN/WWII/KOREA
PAHLKOTTER, ROBERT T. – 90 – USN/WWII
2502-SOUTH LYON 
PLANKEY, GEORGE E. – 83 – USA/WWII
2532-PAW PAW 
FARMER, BURLON – 81 – USA/WWII
2780-TRAVERSE CITY 
ASK, RICHARD – 60 – USA/VIETNAM
KROLIK, JOE – 81 – WWII
MERICLE, LAWRENCE – 82 – USN/WWII
PADDOCK, CHARLES – 88 – WWII
2891-CRYSTAL FALLS 
BRADY, DAVID E. – 59 – USMC/VIETNAM
DAHL, ROY R. – 88 – USA/WWII
2945-SANDUSKY 
CURTISS, BASEL W. – 90 – USA/WWII
SEAMAN, ALFRED – 79 – USA/KOREA
2964-REED CITY 
BROOKS, GERALD – 86 – USAAF/WWII
BULL, DAVID – 78 – USA/KOREA
FRALICK, BERNARD – 81 – WWII
HYDE, MARVIN – 93 – USCG/WWII
2998-ESCANABA 
BOURASSA, HAROLD C. – 74 – USA/KOREA
GREEN, HARVEY – 88 – USAF/WWII
NELSON, ROY SR. – 86 – USA/WWII
PATAJA, GEORGE E. – 87 – USAAF/WWII/KOREA
SLIVA, WALTER – 71 – USMC/KOREA
3023-GRAND RAPIDS 
MAHONEY, DONALD H. – 79 – USMC/KOREA
3030-OTSEGO 
BOERMAN, ROBERT – 80 – USA/KOREA
3033-MT. PLEASANT 
MC DONALD, GERALD W. – 77 – USA/KOREA
3055-ST. LOUIS 
ERSKIN, RICHARD A. – 70 – USA
3195-MUSKEGON 
GENTER, WALLACE M. – 86 – USA/WWII
HANSEN, DONALD R. – 85 – USA/WWII
REID, JAMES V. – 88 – USAAF/WWII
3243-FENTON 
ALLEN, BRADLEY H. – 59 – USMC/VIETNAM
BORG, KEENAN – 84 – USN/WWII
RAYMOR, JOHN – 94 – WWII
SENTER, REUBEN – 88 – USA/WWII
SPILLERS, JEFFREY – 42 – PERSIAN GULF
TOWNSEND, THOMAS H. 
WRAY, WILLIAM G. – 83 – USN/WWII
3323-WESTLAND 
ANGE, RODNEY G. – 61 – USA/VIETNAM
3667-ALLEGAN 
KIMBALL, GEORGE E. – 90 – USA/WWII
KROTZ, JAMES F. – 78 – USN/KOREA
3672-ALBION 
DOWNEY, BRIAN S. – 82 – USMC/WWII
MC CLOUD, JAMES A. – 86 – USA/WWII
PRESCOTT, KENNETH E. – 81 – USA/WWII
VAN BUREN, MARTIN L. – 91 – USA/WWII
VITALE, GUY W. – 92 – USN/WWII
WAITO, KEITH – 90 – USA/WWII
3673-BESSEMER 
KUSTER, VAUGHN D. – 89 – USA/WWII
3676-SAULT STE MARIE 
CURRIE, ALBERT D. – 94 – USA/WWII
3733-FOWLER 
HILLIKER, BILLIE – 61 – USA/VIETNAM

3735-OSCODA 
BADER, RICHARD B. – 68 – USAF/VIETNAM
HULVERSON, ROBERT W. SR. – 68 –
USAF/VIETNAM
KING, MICHAEL – 65 – USA/VIETNAM
SCOTT, RALPH – 92 – WWII
WILSON, JOHN W. – 84 – USA/WWII
3791-FLINT 
BRYANT, HOWARD – 81 – WWII
3900-CALUMET 
HEIKKILA, HAROLD A. – 85 – USA/WWII
4005-CORUNNA 
HEIN, DAVID – 81 – USA/KOREA
4034-HOUGHTON LAKE 
HAYWOOD, RICHARD – USA/WWII
RAVEN, THOMAS – USA/WWII
4054-MARCELLUS 
HILBERT, DONALD M. – 90 – USA/WWII
ROMIG, EUGENE – 88 – USA/WWII
SCHULTZ, HAROLD – 84 – USN
4087-DAVISON 
BATTLES, JOHN – 78 – KOREA
BESSOLO, ELMER – 77 – USA/KOREA
GODDARD, BOBIE – 82 – USN/WWII/KOREA
HAGES, CONRAD – 82 – USN/WWII
JEWETT, IRVING R. – 86 – USA/WWII
SAVAGE, HENRY – 84 – USA/WWII
TOMS, HAROLD – 87 – USA/WWII
ZDENEK, ARTHUR – 87 – USA/WWII
4090-PORTLAND 
BLACKMAN, RUSSELL – 92 – USA/WWII
4093-CARLETON 
JACOBS, ROBERT – 82 – USA/USN/WWII
KOMENDERA, LEONARD – 83 – USN/WWII
SCHAFFNER, HAROLD SR. – 84 – USA/WWII
4106-WEIDMAN 
STAPLES, DAVID L. – 75 – USA
VOGEL, NORMAN P. – 81 – USA
4139-LAPEER 
KELCH, ALAN G. – 93 – WWII
4162-HAMTRAMCK 
DURECKI, DONALD – 84 – USN
FYDRYK, ADOLPH – 84 – USA
TAVOLACCI, ANTHONY – 82 – USA
4164-CARO 
DIETZ, CLAYTON E. – 72 – USA/WWII
KNOX, ROBERT G. – 83 – USA/KOREA
MILLER, GERALD E. – 84 – USN/KOREA
4167-MASS CITY 
BROEMER, CLARENCE D. – 77 – USN/KOREA
4230-ROCKWOOD 
BROWN, HAROLD – 87 – USMC/WWII
4249-NEWAYGO 
CAMPBELL, ELMO L. – 86 – USN/WWII
CHILES, LOUIS E. – 84 – USN/WWII
KIERAS, ARTHUR L. – 89 – USA/WWII
4420-MANISTIQUE 
HACKNEY, WILLIAM – USN/WWII
NEESON, GLENN – 80 – USA
4461-LAKE ODESSA 
RICHARDSON, DONALD – 85 – USA
ROTH, CLARE – 83 – USA/USAF/WWII/KOREA
4499-MANISTEE 
GAJEWSKI, HARRY J. – 76 – USA/KOREA
HARDENBURGH, ROBERT – 64 –
USMC/VIETNAM
KRUSNIAK, VERIAN J. – 71 – 
4573-ISHPEMING 
ABENDROTH, DONALD – 88 – USA/WWII
DONATO, DAVID – USA/VIETNAM
4624-HUBBELL 
HOLLOW, CYRUS R. – 87 – USA/WWII
NARHI, REINO O. – 78 – USMC/KOREA
4659-SHELBY TOWNSHIP 
AWE, CHARLES V. – 81 – USN/WWII
BRONKOWSKI, FLOYD R. – 83 – USMC/WWII
CALL, LORNE G. – 69 – USA/KOREA
COULSTON, ROBERT K. – 82 – USA/WWII
GALLUS, LEIGH C. – 78 – USA
HYER, BROOKS J. – 83 – USN/KOREA
JARINSKI, IRVINE F. – 83 – USN/WWII
KELLER, ORVAL F. – 68 – USA
KULIGOWSKI, ARTHUR F. – 92 – USA/WWII
MC CORMACK, GEORGE L. – 81 – USN/WWII
MILLER, DONALD N. – 80 – USA/KOREA
MILLS, CHARLES W. – 88 – USA/WWII
OSINSKI, DALE E. – 60 – USA/VIETNAM
PAGAN, CLARENCE W. – 80 – USA/KOREA
RISS, DONALD E. – 81 – USA/KOREA
ROEHL, FRANCIS H. – 78 – USA/KOREA

TA P SOUR COUNTRY IS IN MOURNING,
A VETERAN DIED TODAY

TAPS, continued on page 13
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brief.  We reserve the right to edit all arti-
cles.  We look forward to hearing from you.
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use it for the Taps that you send in.

Send Completed Form To: VFW of
Michigan 924 North Washington,
Lansing, Michigan 48906

____________________________________
(Last Name)

____________________________________________
(First Name)

____________________________________________
(Age)

____________________________________________
(Date of Death)

____________________________________________
(Post #)

____________________________________________
(City)

Branch (Circle One):
USA USAAC USN

USMC USAF USCG 

Served In (Circle One):
WWI WWII Korea

Vietnam Gulf Other

Occupation Forces
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446-MUSKEGON
EVELAND, MILDRED
JOHNSON, SHIRLEY
KOONE, IRMA
MAHAN, DELORES
SANDER, RUTH
TERRIEN, PATRICIA
TYERS, DONNA
565-BATTLE CREEK
SCHOONARD, MILDRED C.
667-SOUTH HAVEN
MAIN, SANDRA
702-WYOMING
PATTERSON, EDRIE T.
823-JACKSON
BREEDON, DORA
FINLEY, BEATRICE
1008-WATERFORD
KLIMEK, NELLE
1071-COLEMAN
PETTIS, GLADYS MARY – 90
1075-HARRISON
ERESTEN, JOSEPHINE
LEMLE, ROSE I.
MYERS, FRANCES
1136-WYANDOTTE
SCHNELKER, MARY
WALIGA, OLIVIA
1138-MONROE
BENVENUTO, ANN
COPENHAGEN, SHIRLEY J.
SZABO, CONNIE
WINTER, EVELYN J.
WOOD, EVA G.
1146-ST CLAIR SHORES
PRITCHETT, VIRGINIA
1407-FERNDALE
WEBB, DOROTHY
1452-CLIO
CONVERSE, DOLORES
STOICK, NOLA
1566-SAGINAW
BALL, MARY
LEHR, ARLENE
1584-ADRIAN
BRECKEL, DOROTHY
1669-ROYAL OAK
BRIAN, DEBBIE
CONKLIN, ALICE
SCHUETZLER, JULIE
TILCH, MARIAN
1794-MT CLEMENS
SMITH, EDNA ROSE
1859-SAGINAW 
DAVIS, EILEEN
MICHAELS, GERALDINE
NIENDORF, MARY
2052-ROMEO
SMILES, VIRGINIA
2233-DETROIT
MORGAN, EVA – 101
2269-WIXOM
ALLEN, FLORENCE
FARRELL, INEZ
HALDAS, HELEN – 82
JONDRO, SARA
PASCHKE, JUNE
SHELDON, LORETTA – 87
SMITH, GURNETH
SMITH, FLORENCE
2292-EDMORE 
JOHNSON, AGNES M.
2326-GRAND HAVEN 
MOSER, HELEN
2382-LEXINGTON
TRAUB, GERMAINE
2492-IMLAY CITY
WALKER, ANNA BELLE
2496-ALPENA
ANDRULIS, MARGARET – 87
LEE, ANNA – 101
PRECORD, JULIA – 92
2964-REED CITY
COASTER, RITA H.
KNAUF, IRENE A.

SIMS, BARBARA M.
WOLVERTON, ROSE MARIE
2998-ESCANABA
ERICKSON, LEONA
3033-MT PLEASANT 
GALGOCI, BETTY
3195-MUSKEGON
BRUCKBAUER, MARTHA
STONE, ANNA
WAWRZYNIAK, JOANNA
3243-FENTON
BLY, BARBARA – 77
BURGESS, GLORIA – 82 
HUFF, DORIS M. – 90
NEAR, RUTH V. – 92
YOESTING, AILEEN – 86
3323-WESTLAND
BARNS, JUSTINE
BORIEO, HELENA – 95
3644-CASS CITY
LOUKS, BEVERLY A. 
SALAS, JULIA – 78
3724-STANDISH
DREYER, CARRIE E. – 86
3734-MUSKEGON
BOWERS, DORIS – 84
COLEMAN, SHARON – 63
HAUG, JOAN – 91
3753-PINCONNING
BRIGGS, MERGE
HARTWICK, EVELYN
KLUMPP, JEANETTE – 92
MOORE, DONNA
3791-FLINT
TAYLOR, MACY – 93
3925-ERIE,
REED, FRANCES – 85
4005-CORUNNA
NOLPH, DOROTHY
ZWOLENSKY, GLENNA
4087-DAVISON
GALVAS, ROSE – 90
MILLER, MARY R. – 87
MOONEY, ANNE – 87 
NYMAN, YVONNE – 74
4115-SEBEWAING
KUHL, FRANCES – 82
SCHEMBER, GENEVA – 71
4159-ROSCOMMON
SMILEY, MARGENE
TICK, SANDRA – 68
4162-HAMTRAMCK
NOWAKOWSKI, HELEN – 69
SZYMANSKI, IRENE – 90
4249-NEWAYGO
TAYLOR, PATRICIA – 62
4422-TAYLOR
DOLAN, JUDITH
4461-LAKE ODESSA
BURNS, DAWN
WALTER, LUCILLE
4499-MANISTEE
CHMIELEWSKI, KATHY
TABACZAK, DOLORES
4659-SHELBY TOWNSHIP
TETTS, MARY L.
5065-SHERIDAN 
BEARD, BARBARA – 97
CHAPIN, PATRICIA – 75 
INGRAM, MAXINE – 89
KING, DOREEN – 80
5096-CUSTER
LESAUSKY, RUTH
SWEETNAM, HATTIE
5315-PEACOCK 
DEFAY, MARGARET – 83
5319-ATHENS
BRUNN, MARILYN – 80 
COBB, DOROTHEA – 75 
5572-ALLEN PARK
DE GIULIO, MARY – 76
5600-ONTONAGON
BENIK, ANITA – 87
MOGAN, JEANNE

5602-SIX LAKES 
SEAT, KATHRYN MARY – 88
5670-GWINN
MATTE, LEOTA – 85
MUSSATTO, DORIS V. – 93
5855-PORTAGE
DEE, SUE – 72
GUSTAFSON, FLORENCE – 93
KNELLER, MARY – 82
KOSCIK, CONNIE – 55
ZABONICK, JANE
5857-ONAWAY
MINIER, ALICE – 77
WILTON, NORA LEE
6056-SPRINGPORT
MOHLER, GLADYS
6165-SOUTH RANGE
DUROCHER, GERTRUDE
KOIVUNEN, AGNES
LYSTILA, LILA
MATTSON, KATHY
6248-DECATUR
JOHNSON, BETTY – 83 
6252-COMSTOCK
REDMOND, CHRISTINE
6507-CHASSELL
LEHTI, ELEANORE
SCHAAF, LINDA
6691-FRASER
RUSH, EILEEN
6754-SPRUCE
SMITH, ESTHER – 91
7309-MASON
HADLEY, MAXINE – 75
7486-AKRON
HALL, CAROLYN – 66
MILLER, ALICE
7573-NEW BALTIMORE
DHONDT, MARGARET
SKOKNA, SHIRLEY
7575-GARDEN CITY
CRAWFORD, VIRGINIA – 95
7911-FENNVILLE
FORSTNER, OLGA – 95
RUFFNER, HELEN – 64
8275-AU GRES
DANILOW, DORIS
8372-ENGADINE
KLOBUCHER, HILDEGARDE
SULCER, EFFIE
TOBIAS, BEATRICE
8846-NORTH MUSKEGON
BEARDSLEY, NANCY – 70
PERRY, SHIRLEY A. – 70
8945-COVINGTON
RAJALA, CHARLOTTE – 85
STEEN, JEAN – 84
9023-BRIMLEY
NIEMI, GLADYS – 88
9084-WAKEFIELD
NELSON, MARY
OBRADOVICH, ARLENE
URBANSKI, SHIRLEY
ZURAKOWSKI, ROSALIE
9283-SOUTHGATE
PICKERILL, FRANCES
SHARP, WILMA
9411-HOMER
PROTEAU, MARJORIE
9455-OWOSSO
JONES, JACQUELINE – 80
QUINN, HAZEL – 89
10704-CASSOPOLIS
HANDLEY, ELLA MAE – 77
HENDERSON, LEILA – 95
TABBERT, EVELYN – 82
15023-AT LARGE
BABINSKI, SUZETTE
COATSWORTH, PATRICIA
HUNTER, ROXIE
LEGG, DELLA
PERSAILS, RUBY

Auxiliary TAPS
SONCRANT, HAMILTON H. – 83 – USN/WWII
VERBEKE, DAVID L. – 57 – USMC/VIETNAM
5065-SHERIDAN 
CESAR, MAX – 77 – USMC/KOREA
DUNLAP, THOMAS W. – 86 – USA/WWII
HAIGHT, ROBERT J. – 62 – USA/VIETNAM
HAWES, DALE D. SR. – 79 – USA/KOREA
JENSEN, WAYNE – 88 – USA/WWII
MASON, ROBERT L. – 86 – USMC/WWII
ROY, ALBERT – 86 – USMC/WWII
SELLECK, JERRY G. – 88 – USAAF/WWII
5096-CUSTER 
REID, DANA L. – 83 – USN/WWII
5600-ONTONAGON 
TAKALA, MARVIN – 84 – USN/WWII
5670-GWINN 
CHRISTNAGEL, JOHN H. – USA/KOREA
5695-ST. CHARLES 
BUSSINGER, THOMAS – 92 – USN/WWII
5740-RUTH 
KRAMER, HERBERT A. – 94 – USA/WWII
5966-DAGGETT 
PARRETT, RODNEY J. – 61 – USA/USN/VIETNAM
STIGLITZ, TONY – 87 – USA/WWII
TEBO, WILLIAM JR. – 87 – USA/WWII
5977-MILAN 
DINDOFFER, JOHN – 87 – USA/WWII
6032-MELVINDALE 
PESTI, ZIGMUND – 85 – USA/WWII
6248-DECATUR 
BAKEMAN, ROBERT – 88 – USN/WWII
DRAGAN, JOHN – 61 – USN/VIETNAM
KAPUSTA, TONY – 87 – USN/WWII
KIRBY, CHARLES – 62 – USA/VIETNAM
KRUEGER, SYLVESTER – 86 – USA/WWII
MARKS, LYLE – 86 – USA/WWII
MAY, ANTON – 83 – USN/WWII
OVERLY, MARVIN – 85 – USAAF/WWII
ROMEO, JOSEPH – USAAF/WWII
SAVAGE, JOSEPHINE – 88 – USAAF/WWII
SNYDER, GLENN – 86 – WWII
6250-STERLING HEIGHTS 
ADRAGNA, MARCO – 77 – USMC/KOREA
BUCCELLATO, JOHN – 86 – USA/WWII
6333-KALEVA 
LENTZ, WALTER J. – 88 – USA/WWII
LENZ, LOUIS E. – 83 – USA/WWII
OSBORN, FRED C. – 88 – USA/WWII
TOLEMY, PETER M. – 74 – USMC/KOREA
6464-FOWLERVILLE 
WHEELER, JOHN – 81 – USA/WWII
6466-HARRISVILLE 
BRENNAN, ROBERT – 80 – USAF/VIETNAM
6579-NEW LOTHROP 
LEPIER, GAYLORD H. – 77 – USMC/KOREA
6691-FRASER 
CHAPMAN, CHARLES – 65 – USA/VIETNAM
6695-PLYMOUTH 
SMITH, RAYMOND – 76 – USN/KOREA
6756-CENTER LINE 
BURROUGHS, JOHN E. – 84 – USN/WWII
FIORINI, PHILIP – 87 – USMC/WWII
MIGDALSKI, STEPHEN V. – 93 – USA/WWII
ROCK, JOHN – 81 – KOREA
ROLLINGER, ROBERT – 79 – USAF/KOREA
6803-WATERVLIET 
BAUMISTER, NELSON – 87 – USA/WWII
MUNDT, LESTER – 89 – USA/WWII
OPENNEER, GLENN SR. – 91 – USAAF/WWII
SANDERS, PRESTON – 89 – USN/WWII
SIPES, DELAVAN W. – 84 – USN/WWII
6864-CADILLAC 
ANDERSON, WAYNE S. – 85 – USAAF/WWII
JOHNSON, LARRY J. – 68 – USA/VIETNAM
MC KEEVER, THOMAS A. – 74 – USMC/KOREA
6896-WESTLAND 
KOLENDA, JOSEPH – 86 – USA/WWII
SROKA, JOHN – USA/WWII
6965-UBLY 
MC INTYRE, DUNCAN – 86 – USN/WWII

WALSH, JOHN – 91 – USA/WWII
6985-CENTRAL LAKE 
MALICKI, ROBERT – 83 – USN/WWII/KOREA
MONROE, JAY – 47 – USN/PERSIAN GULF
7170-DETROIT 
BONCZEK, NESTOR – 95 – USA/WWII
KOPEC, EDWARD – 86 – WWII
7302-HEMLOCK 
FISCHER, MAX – 88 – USA/WWII
MC KEAGE, DONALD – 85 – USA/WWII
7309-MASON 
HOLLEY, DENNIS D. – 54 – USA/VIETNAM
PHILO, JURAS D. – 84 – USA/WWII
7310-GROSSE ILE 
BOITKUS, EDWARD – 85 – USAAF/WWII
7486-AKRON 
ANDROL, STEVE – 82 – USA/WWII
HILLS, WILLIAM J. – 79 – USA/KOREA
7542-BIRCH RUN 
MATTHES, ARTHUR R. – 92 – USN/WWII
7581-WAYLAND 
HULA, JOSEPH – 89 – USA/WWII
KAUMEYER, HENRY A. – 90 – USN/WWII
7805-ITHACA 
MC CLOW, JACK G. – 93 – USAAF/WWII
RIEDEL, ROBERT E. – 98 – USN/WWII
7806-MANTON 
RUSS, LOUIS – 78 – USA
7979-EVART 
HANSEN, ROBERT H. – 87 – USA/WWII
MARKEN, ROBERT C. – 85 – USN/WWII
8236-FLINT 
DOWNEY, PAUL – 65 – USA/VIETNAM
8372-ENGADINE 
GUNDERS, FRED – 85 – USMC/WWII
WEGER, KENNETH – 87 – USN/WWII
8465-PORT HURON 
CATHERINES, JOHN D. – 88 – USA/WWII
SPENCER, RICHARD E. – 91 – USA/WWII
THOMPSON, ROBERT W. – 83 – USA/WWII
8846-MUSKEGON 
MC CLURE, TALBERT – 86 – USA/WWII
WIESENAUER, VICTOR – 89 – USA/WWII
WOOD, KENNETH – 79 – USA/KOREA
8872-PORT SANILAC 
WILLIAMSON, EDSEL – 87 – USN/WWII
9023-BRIMLEY 
TADGERSON, HARRY W. –USA/KOREA
9084-WAKEFIELD 
SALO, WALTER – 87 – USAAF/WWII
SAMPSON, KENNETH J. – 79 – USA/KOREA
9293-EASTPOINTE 
SEELY, ARTHUR – 87 – USN/WWII
9344-HARBOR BEACH 
DAHLKE, CHESTER – 89 – USA/WWII
9345-BRUCE CROSSING 
KURTTI, ALBERT – 89 – USA/WWII
9411-HOMER 
CRAW, WILSON R. – USA/WWII
9507-MADISON HEIGHTS 
CORSAUT, HOWARD – USN/WWII
9568-ROMULUS 
HARDEN, DOUGLAS – 79 – USMC/KOREA
MACH, ROBERT – 89 – USN/WWII
10704-CASSOPOLIS 
BRUMEISTER, FRANK F. 
CRISLER, KARL – USA/KOREA
KARACSON, CHARLES – USA/WWII
LOZIER, EARL – USA/WWII
MC GRAW, CARL 
SHELINE, HOWARD 
WATSON, EARLY – USA/WWII
WILLIAMS, MALBURNE – 78 – USA/KOREA
10884-MAYVILLE 
DIETZ, CLAYTON – 84 – USA/WWII
FRANCKOWIAK, THOMAS – 87 – USA/WWII
IHRKE, ERNEST – 85 – USA/WWII
SMITH, ARCHIE F. JR. – 93 – USA/WWII
SWEET, GALE – 84 – USA/WWII
15023-LANSING 
DOUGLAS, WILLIAM – USA/WWII
THER, JOSEPH P. – 88 – USA/WWII

Well into their 70’s and 80’s,World War II veterans
of the Annis-Fint VFW Post 1584 Honor Guard
continue to participate in paying final tribute to
fallen comrades. Pictured, left to right:Allen Kern,
Bob Bishop, Don Rutledge, Leo Wild, Russ
Spalding and Don Leonard.

TAPS, continued from page 12

Annis-Fint VFW 
Post 1584 Honor Guard
Going Strong
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www.centennialacres.com

Join us for a great day on the links!
18 Holes
1/2 Cart

Open Driving Range Ready at 8:00 a.m.
Rolls and Coffee Ready at 8:00 a.m.

All-you-can-eat outdoor BBQ
Includes: Hot Dogs, Hamburgers and Roasted Pork Loin

Also Includes: Fresh Whole Fruit, Chips, Baked Beans, Pasta Salad, Cookies and Condiments
*BBQ will begin 60 minutes after shotgun and conclude after last scorecard is posted.

$50.00 per golfer

VFW State Honor Guard
Fundraiser Golf Outing
Thursday, July 29, 2010

10:00 a.m. Shotgun, Registration Starts at 8:00 a.m.

If you have questions or want to enter your foursome, call Lloyd Putman III at 989-472-1156
Forward this application to: Lloyd Putman III, 1304 Penbroke Drive, #154, Owosso, MI 48867

Captain’s Name___________________________________________________________

Phone __________________________________________________________________

Player 2_________________________________________________________________

Player 3_________________________________________________________________

Player 4_________________________________________________________________

Convention Schedule
June 23-27, 2010

Wednesday, June 23, 2010
Golf Outing  

Thursday, June 24, 2010
7:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Registration Regency Rooms
8:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Displays and Booths Regency Rooms
8:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Photo Room Regency Rooms
8:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Pick-up Entertainment Tickets Regency Rooms
9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Service Officers Great Lakes A

Budget and Finance
Bylaws & Resolutions

11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Lunch On Your Own
1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. Registration Regency Rooms
1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. Entertainment Tickets Regency Rooms
1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. C of A Meeting Great Lakes A
5:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Directors Reception (by invitation) Commanders Hospitality Room 501
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m. Joint Hospitality Room Room 501

Friday, June 25, 2010
7:30 a.m.-12 Noon Registration Regency Rooms
8:00 a.m.-12 Noon Photo Room Regency Rooms
8:00 a.m.-12 Noon Entertainment Tickets Regency Rooms
8:00 a.m.-12 Noon VFW Convention Opening Session Great Lakes A
12 Noon-1:30 p.m. Lunch On Your Own
1:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m. Registration Regency Rooms
1:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m. Entertainment Tickets Regency Rooms
1:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m. Joint VFW & Aux Meeting Great Lakes CDF

Presentation Recognition
All-State and Achievement
PAC Eagle Presentation
Comments from our National Representatives

3:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m. Joint Camp Trotter, VOD, Patriot’s Pen and Great Lakes A
Teacher of the Year

Joint Legislative Meeting
4:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m. District Commanders & District Monitors Regency B
6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. Registration Regency Rooms
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m. Joint Hospitality Room

Saturday, June 26, 2010
7:30 a.m.-12 Noon Registration Regency Rooms
8:00 a.m.-12 Noon Photo Rooms Regency Rooms
8:00 a.m.-12 Noon Entertainment Tickets Regency Rooms

You must have your Entertainment Tickets picked up by 12 Noon

8:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. General Business Session Great Lakes A
8:30 a.m.-11:30 Men’s Auxiliary Meeting Desoto 
11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Lunch on your own

All displays and other items must be removed from area before the 1:30 p.m. meetings

1:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m. FINAL REGISTRATION Grand Ballroom Foyer
1:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m. Meet the Candidates Grand Ballroom

(All candidates in one room)
2:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m. District Caucuses:

District 4 Great Lakes A
District 5 Great Lakes B
District 6 Stanley Suite
District 7 Steamer Suite
District 8 Regency G-1
District 9 Regency E-F
District 10 Regency D
District 11 Rolls Suite
District 12 Regency G
District 13 Royce Suite
District 14 Regency C
District 15 Regency J-K

3:30 p.m. District Commanders Pick Up 
Final Reg. Forms Grand Ballroom Foyer

3:45 p.m.-4:00 p.m. Patriot’s Pen and Voice of Democracy
National Awards Great Lakes CDF

4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. Joint Memorial Service Great Lakes CDF

7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. Entertainment Reception (Cash Bar) Great Lakes CDF 
8:00 p.m. Entertainment (Begin seating at 7:40 p.m.) Great Lakes CDF
10:00 p.m.-12 Midnight Joint Hospitality Room

Sunday, June 27, 2010
REGISTRATION CLOSED

8:30 a.m.-12 Noon Final Business Session Great Lakes A & B
and Election of Officers

Installation of 2010-2011 Officers after Business Session
After Installation, 2010-2011 C of A Meeting

HAVE A SAFE TRIP HOME!

VFW AND Auxiliaries
Summer Conference & OTS

Ramada Lansing Hotel & Conference Center
Thursday, July 29, 2010 - Sunday, August 1, 2010

Deadline for Reservation is July 1, 2010

Mail or Fax Reservations to:
RAMADA Lansing Hotel and Conference Center
7501 West Saginaw Highway, Lansing, MI 48917
Phone No: 517-627-3211, FAX No: 517-627-5240

Accommodations are as Follows:

Single King Double Suites
$65.00 $65.00 Contact hotel for quote

**************************************************************************************
Please put your e-mail address or phone number to receive confirmation numbers from hotel

Please Print
E-mail: ____________________________________________________________________

Phone No: (________) ________________________________________________________

**************************************************************************************
Name: ____________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________________

Phone No: (________) ________________________________________________________

District #: ______ Post #: __________ Your office in VFW/Auxiliary: _____________________

Credit Card Type: ____________ Card #:__________________________________________

Exp Date: ______________ Date of Arrival: ____________  Date of Departure: ___________

If you have any special needs, please indicate them below.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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Kirk Kennedy
Candidate for

Department of Michigan
Department Jr. Vice Commander

2010-2011

Endorsed and supported by:
District 6

Morley S. Oates VFW Post 701
His family

Ronald L. Devereaux
Candidate for

Department of Michigan
Department Jr. Vice Commander

2010-2011

Endorsed and supported by:
District 9

Olson-Kiste VFW Post 4406
His Wife and family

Billy G. Stancroff
Candidate for

Department of Michigan
Department Jr. Vice Commander

2010-2011

Endorsed and supported by:
District 12

Lt. Clement F. Derezinski VFW
Post 7729
His family

Rev. Elmer R. Liimatta
Candidate for National Chaplain

Highly Qualified

Endorsed by:
State of Michigan VFW

Kathy Kirby
Candidate for Department Guard

2010-2011

Endorsed and supported by:
District 10

Ladies Auxiliary 1452
Her family

Deb Eernisse
Candidate for Department Guard

2010-2011

Endorsed and supported by:
District 8

Ladies Auxiliary 3030
Her family

Re-Elect
Leonard Milewski

Department Surgeon 2010-2011

Endorsed and supported by:
District 4

VFW Post 1136
His family

Dear Supporter!

IT IS A NATIONAL DISGRACE THAT OVER
300,000 AMERICAN VETERANS ARE HOMELESS.

Since 1992, thousands of homeless veterans have been helped by the Michigan Veterans
Foundation’s programs that provide the basic necessities – food, clothing, shelter and med-
ical attention. While the foundation receives major governmental grants from HUD,
USDOL and VA for operation of its programs and facilities, 25% of the funding comes
from public donations, in order for the Foundation to be eligible to receive these grants.
Therefore, your support is needed and more appreciated – now more than ever.

The Michigan Veterans Foundation is in need of your help to
ensure its success with our latest project!

“MVF THRIFT STORE/DONATION CENTER”
27329 W. Warren Street, Dearborn Heights, MI 48127

The Grand Opening of the Michigan Veterans Foundation’s Thrift Store is coming soon.
We are in need of your gently used items – including household accessories, bedding,
books, clothes, shoes, furniture, appliances, medical furnishings, televisions,
VHS/DVDs/CDs and any other item that you may like to donate. Just give us a call and
we will pick up your donated items at your convenience.

The Michigan Veterans Foundation’s Projects are run by Veterans for Veterans.
We give our veterans a “hand up,” not a “hand out.”

Your support goes directly to keep veterans – one at a time – 
from sleeping another night on the street!

The Michigan Veterans Foundation is determined not to leave
America’s Heroes out on the streets!

We simply will not leave our wounded behind!!

The Michigan Veterans
Foundation proudly presents:

www.mvfbooks.org

Log on to mvfbooks.org and browse our inventory of gently used books, music,
movies and more!

• Biography, Fiction and many more…
• Cookbooks

• Medical textbooks
• All your reading needs!

All proceeds directly benefit the homeless pro-
grams at the Michigan Veterans Foundation.

www.centennialacres.com

Sponsor a great day on the links!
$100.00 for a hole

or
$50.00 for a shared hole

VFW State Honor Guard
Fundraiser Golf Outing
Thursday, July 29, 2010

…………………………………………………………………………………………

If you have questions, call Lloyd Putman III at 989-472-1156.

Forward sponsorship application and donation to:  
Lloyd Putman III, 1304 Penbroke Drive, #154, Owosso, MI 48867

Sponsor Name: ____________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ____________________________________________________

Enclosed sponsorship for ___$50.00 or ___$100.00

Sponsorship wording: ______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Please 
Support

the 
Candidates

MVF THRIFT STORE/DONATION CENTER
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